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Editorial Suite

YAHAYA ENEJI MUSA 
Editor-in-Chief/MD

One of the not-so-encouraging aspects of our life as a nation 
is the tendency of some Nigerians and/or corporate bodies 
to indulge in acts that can rightly be branded as economic 
sabotage even at a time when the federal government under 
the leadership of President Muhammadu Buhari is going 
the extra miles to tackle the rot in the system with a view to 
moving the country and its people to the Next Level.

It is in that context that the contracts between the 
Ministry of Interior and the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited (NeGST) on the one hand, and between 
the Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) and IPTELCOM 
and VLATACOM on the other hand, can rightly be situated.

Or how else can one describe a situation whereby certain 
persons in highly placed positions decide, for reasons best 
known to them and their ilk, to contemplate, conceive and 
consummate a highly questionable deal carefully contrived 
to enrich a few individuals at the expense of the majority 
of Nigerians?

It is crystal clear that these contracts are dubious and 
injurious to Nigeria and Nigerians. They are, undoubtedly, 
well-hatched plots to milk the nation dry irrespective of the 
collateral damage involved.

This Edition of your favourite THINKERS 
MAGAZINE is a must read. It exposes the malfeasance 
by the officials of Federal Ministry of Interior, Federal 
Ministry of Justice and the Nigeria Immigration Service 
(NIS) and the operators of NeGST, VLATACOM and 
IPTECOM. 

The anti-corruption agencies such as the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the 
Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences 
Commission (ICPC) should step into the matter without 
further delay and do the needful.

UNMASKING MONUMENTAL 
SCAM AT MINISTRY 
OF INTERIOR, NIS
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How Interior Ministry paid N1.1 billion 
to Fraudulently Registered ‘National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited’ 

Strangely, promoters of the National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited 
appear to be forcing ownership of 
some shares of the company on two 
government agencies

“ “

Company makes false public-private partnership claims with NITDA, Science and 
Technology Ministry 

By Nasir Kura

N
igeria is a country 
where many questions 
are raised, but very 
few are ever answered. 
Chief among the issues which currently baffles the minds 

of many people is: who owns 
the multimillion Naira worth 
company named the National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited 
(NeGSt)?

From its name, the company 
appears to be owned by the 
federal government, but the certified true copies of its Form 
CAC 2A, Form CAC 7A and the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the company filed at 
the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC) unambiguously showed 
that the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited was registered as a private business outfit with 
registration number RC 506023.

Strangely, promoters of the 
National eGovernment Strategies 

Limited appear to be forcing 
ownership of some shares of the 
company on two government 
agencies. Instructively, Form CAC 
2A of the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited listed the 
National Information Technology 
Development Agency (NITDA) 
and the Federal Ministry of 
Science and Technology (FMST) 
as having 1,000,000 (one million) 
shares each in the company 
while Form CAC 7 indicates that 
the Information Technology 

Development Agency and the 
Federal Ministry of Science and 
Technology are represented on 
the board of the company by one 
Mr Peter Jack and Mr Emmanuel 
Edet, respectively.

To begin with, top civil servants 
told this medium that the law 
does not allow Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) of government to obtain 
shares in private companies 
directly. Little wonder that the 
National Information Technology 
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Kashifu Inuwa Abdullahi 
Director General, NITDA

Mr Abdulrahman Dambazau
Former Minister of Interior

Development Agency and the 
Federal Ministry of Science and 
Technology denied owning shares 
in the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited as it is being 
claimed by the company.

Responding to an FOI request, 
the Director of Legal Services in 
the Ministry of Science 
and Technology, Mrs Y. U. 
Odu-Thomas, said: “I am 
directed to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter 
dated November 7, 2019, 
on the above subject. 
I am further directed 
to inform you that the names specifically 
referred in your request 
(Mr Peter Jack and 
Emmanuel Edet) are 
not staff of the Federal 
Ministry of Science and 
Technology.

“Furthermore, the 
Federal Ministry of 
Science and Technology 
is not privy to her having 
shares in National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited 
or any other company. Kindly 
accept the assurances of the 
warm regards of the Honourable 
Minister.”

When contacted for comments, 
NITDA’s Head of Corporate Affairs 
and External Relations, Mrs 
Hadiza Umar, said “this issue has 
been going on since late last year 
and we have been responding to 

Top civil servants told this medium 
that the law does not allow Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies (MDAs) of 

government to obtain shares in private 
companies directly. Little wonder that 
the National Information Technology 
Development Agency and the Federal 

Ministry of Science and Technology 
denied owning shares in the National 

eGovernment Strategies Limited as it is 
being claimed by the company

“

“

Mr Abdulrahman Dambazau
Former Minister of Interior

media queries on this. Pls contact 
Dr Vincent Olatunji via SMS 
on 08023020135.” Dr Vincent 
Olatunji did not respond to SMS 
by our staff.

However, a senior staff of 
the agency told this medium 
on condition of anonymity that 

NITDA does not have shares 
in ny private company. “It is 
pointless to say that NITDA, as a 
federal government agency, does 
not have and it is not supposed 
to have shares in any private 
company. We are regulators, 
what’s our business with owning shares in private firms? How can we regulate such firm or firms 
if we are part owners? So, it 

doesn’t make sense for anyone 
to say that NITDA has shares in a 
private company like the National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited,” 
he said.

So far and unsurprisingly too, the 
National eGovernment Strategies 
Limited, which enjoys the support of some influential people 

in the Ministry of Interior, is 
one of the vendors providing 
‘consultancy services’ to 
the Nigeria Immigration 
Service (NIS) via a contract 
between the company and 
the Interior Ministry. To 
this end, in four years alone, 
the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited was 
paid N1,157,404,965.67 
(One Billion, Four Hundred 
and Four Thousand, Nine 
Hundred and Sixty-Five 
Naira, Sixty-Seven Kobo) for 
providing services that are 
not concrete.

The breakdown is 
as follows: In 2016, 
the company was paid 

N297,599,882.22 (Two Hundred 
and Ninety-Seven Million, Five 
Hundred and Ninety-Nine 
Thousand, Eight Hundred and 
Eighty-Two Naira, Twenty-Two 
Kobo) while in 2017, 2018 and 
2019, it received a whopping 
N281,046,898.84 (Two Hundred 
and Eighty-One Million, Forty-Six 
Thousand, Eight Hundred and 
Ninety-Eight Naira, Eighty-Four 

COVER
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Kobo), N302,069,665.39 (Three 
Hundred and Two Million, Sixty-
Nine Thousand, Six Hundred 
and Sixty-Five Naira, Thirty-Nine 
Kobo) and N276,688,519.22 
(Two Hundred and Seventy-Six 
Million, Six Hundred and Eighty-
Eight Thousand, Five Hundred 
and Nineteen Naira, Twenty-Two 
Kobo), respectively.

 
Illegal use of the words 

‘national’ and ‘government’
Experts told this medium 

that the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited 
was registered by 
the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) in 
a clear violation of the 
provisions of Section 
30 of the Companies 
and Allied Matters Act 
2004 which stipulates 
that: “(2) Except 
with the consent of 
the Commission, no 
company shall be 
registered by a name 
which - (a) includes 
the word “Federal,” 
“National,” “Regional,” 
“State,” “Government’ 
or any other word 
which in the opinion 
of the Commission suggests or is 
calculated to suggest that it enjoys 
the patronage of the Government of 
the Federation or the Government 
of a State in Nigeria, as the case may 
be, or any Ministry or Department 
of Government; or (b) contains the 
word” Municipal’ or “Chartered” or 
in the opinion of the Commission 
suggests or is calculated to suggest, 
connection with any municipality 
or other local authority; or (c) 
contains the word “Co-operative” 
or the words “Building Society;” or 
(d) contains the word “Group” or 
“Holding.”

But the Corporate Affairs 
Commission, in response to a 
Freedom of Information Request 
(FOI) request by this medium, 
explained that it consented to the 
use of the word “national” by the 
company based on a request by the 
National Information Technology 
Development Agency via a letter 
dated January 22, 2004.However, a top official of NITDA told this medium in confidence that 
the letter seeking the consent of 
CAC for the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited to use words 
that are exclusively reserved for 

I also want to make it clear that the 
letter purportedly issued by NITDA 

seeking registration of National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited using 
prohibited words is not official because 

there’s no any PPP arrangement with the 
company to warrant that. A Public-Private 
Partnership is not a secret arrangement. 

It’s an open thing that the federal 
government and the private companies 

involved celebrate

“

“

authorities was not official as there 
was no document to suggest a 
partnership between NITDA and 
the company to warrant issuance 
of that letter.  

“I can tell you authoritatively 
that NITDA does not have any form 
of a public-private partnership 
with the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited. We don’t have 
that, and if anybody tells you that 
we do, let them give you documents 
to that effect.

“I also want to make it clear 
that the letter purportedly issued 

by NITDA seeking registration of 
National eGovernment Strategies 
Limited using prohibited words is not official because there’s no 
any PPP arrangement with the 
company to warrant that. A Public-
Private Partnership is not a secret 
arrangement. It’s an open thing 
that the federal government and 
the private companies involved 
celebrate.

“So, NITDA couldn’t have officially issued that letter to CAC 
seeking consent for the registration 
of a private company that it has no 
business with. Maybe somebody used his or her influence or abused his or her office to get it written. We 
cannot have a PPP arrangement 
with the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited and conceal it,” 
he said.

Some staff of NITDA also expressed concern that officials 
of the National eGovernment 
Strategies Limited often cite NITDA 
Act 2004 as the foundation for the 
formation of the company in an 
attempt to cover up its fraudulent 
registration.  

“In 2016, the House of 
Representatives mandated its 

Committee on Interior, chaired by 
Hon Adams Jagaba, to examine all 
agreements entered into by the 
Federal Ministry of Interior and 
any company or persons, on any 
matter relating to the issuance 
of travel document including 
international passports, residence 
permits and border surveillance 
and patrol.

“The company made a 
presentation to the company using 
the name “National eGovernment 
Strategies,” which it claims 
derives its mandate based on the 

provisions of Section 6 (a) to 
(f) of the National Information 
Technology Development 
Agency (NITDA) Act 2004.

“The presentation, dated 
February 24, 2016, is titled: 
“Public Hearing on Federal 
Ministry of Interior Relating to 
Issuance of Travel Documents 
- Submission to the House 
Committee on Interior by 
National eGovernment 
Strategies (NeGSt). You can 
check it out yourself on their official website (www.negst.
com.ng),” one of the staff said.

This medium ran checks on the official website of the 
company a couple of months 
ago to independently verify the claims. Our findings revealed 

that the website contained 
the submission said to have 
been made by the company to 
the House of Representatives. However, a recent verification 
exercise showed that the website 
was redesigned and some 
features removed while new ones 
introduced.

In an article titled, “ORIGIN 
OF NEGST,” the National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited 
attempts to justify its formation 
without providing proofs, saying 
in the concluding part of the article 
that: “All documents referenced in 
this letter are available for your sighting at our HQ offices, Abuja.”

However, investigations by 
this medium indicate that there 
is no evidence that the National 
eGovernment Strategies Limited is 
a creation of any section of NITDA 
Act, and there is no valid document 
to suggest that the company had 
or still has any form of a public-
private partnership with NITDA 
to warrant its registration using 
words exclusively reserved for 
authorities.

COVER
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W
e are National 
e G o v e r n m e n t 
Strategies, NeGSt, a 
Special Purpose Vehicle 
(SPV) created in March 

2004 by the Federal Government with 
the mandate to facilitate, drive and 
implement the Nigerian eGovernment 
Programme under a Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) model.

Below details arranged in 
chronological order, were the events 
that heralded the adoption of electronic 
governance (eGovernment) as a 
Federal government policy and its 
implementation as a Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) in Nigeria as follows:

1. The adopted eGovernment 
initiative is a spin-off of the space 
program jointly pioneered by Prof. Ajayi Boroffice and Dr. Felix Babatunde Obada 
in collaboration with the governments 
of the United Kingdom, Algeria, South 
Africa, China and the Federal Ministry 
of Science and Technology. This 
resulted in the successful launch of the 
NigeriaSat-1 satellite into the Lower 
Earth Orbit in September 2003, using 
as launch vehicle, the Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missile decommissioned 
by Russia for peaceful commercial 
application. The technological millage 
and experience garnered from the 
epoch-making achievement of the time 
emboldened the Federal Government of 
Nigeria to embark on the movement of 
government businesses from analogue 
to digital technology; applying home-
grown resources and without any 
expensive foreign intervention. This fact 
was captured in the letter ref: HMST/
FMST/010/VIII dated 23 January 2004 
which stated as follows:

‘’ In the light of the foregoing, Your 
Excellency is hereby respectfully 
invited to: Note that his administration 
has effectively laid the foundation 
for eGovernment by adopting a 
national policy on information and 
communication technologies launching a 
data acquisition satellite’’.Prof. Ajayi Boroffice, then Director 
General of the Nigerian Space Research 
and Development Agency is now the 
Deputy Majority Leader of the 9th senate 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

2. National eGovernment 
Strategies Ltd (NeGSt) was registered 
with the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC) under the laws of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria on 05 March 

Origin of NeGSt 
2004. The Certificate of Incorporation, 
the Memorandum and Articles of 
Association, (MEMAT) the Stamp Duty 
receipt No. 318584 of 03/03/04; the 
Trademark Registration No. 73525 of 26 
November 2008 are all available at our 
Abuja HQ for your sighting.

3. The three (3) signatories to the 
MEMAT are as listed below:

a. Federal Ministry of Science and 
Technology (Representing Federal 
Government)

b.Don Langford and Company Limited 
(Representing Private Sector)

c. Materials Management Services 
Limited (Representing Private Sector)

NeGSt is therefore an idea created 
by the government and registered as 
a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
between the Federal Government of 
Nigeria and the Organized Private Sector. 
In the partnership arrangement, NeGSt 
has been responsible for all payments.

This, being government of the day’s 
innocent interpretation of PPP long before 
the establishment of the Infrastructure 
Concession Regulatory Commission 
(ICRC). In the old PPP arrangement, 
Ministry of Science and Technology was 
represented by National Information 
Development Agency (NITDA) whose 
shareholding is gratis; while Dr. Olu 
Agunloye and Dr. Felix Babatunde Obada 
are the representatives of Don Langford 
and Materials Management Services 
respectively. The NITDA of today is no 
longer a parastatal of the Ministry of 
Science and Technology.

4. The appointment of Messrs 
Don Langford and Materials Management 
Services Ltd as Consultants and Strategic 
Partners to the National eGovernment project was confirmed in the letter ref:

NITDA/HQ/157/VOL1 of 18 
December 2003. Said letter stated 
inter alia: ‘’Consequent upon this 
appointment, you are expected to 
act in partnership with the Federal 
Government of Nigeria through the 
National Information Technology 
Development Agency, NITDA, a 
parastatal of …. Under this partnership, 
a joint venture will be registered as 
National eGovernment Standards 
Limited …”.

The letter went further to enjoin the 
Consultants and Strategic Partners to:

‘’Ensure the development of 
streamlined and fully harmonized 
eGovernment programmes for Nigeria 
so as to ensure government information 

is accurate, safe, reliable and protected 
…‘’.5. Further to the officially assigned mandate, the law firm of 
Messrs Johnson & Wilner was instructed 
by NITDA to incorporate the company 
with the Corporate Affairs Commission. 
Messrs Johnson & Wilner, through their 
letter of January 15, 2004 demanded 
the sum of N13, 607,500 from the 
Strategic Partners, being the cost for the CAC search, filing fees, stamp duty etc 
required for the incorporation of NeGSt.

6. The CAC, in their letter 
ref: CAC/COM/AC/11/119 of 24th 
February 2004 conveyed her consent 
to NITDA’s application of January 22, 
2004 to use the word ‘’National’’ in the 
registration of National eGovernment 
Strategies Ltd.

7. The inauguration of NeGSt 
was handled as a national event with the 
full compliments of a Local Organizing 
Committee of eleven (11) members, 
seven (7) of which were federal 
government employees. In his letter of 
23 February 2004 to the members of 
the Local Organizing Committee, then 
NITDA Director General, Prof G.O Ajayi; 
stated thus:

‘’As you may be aware, the President, 
Commander-in-Chief has cleared the 
8th March 2004 to enable His Excellency 
to declare open the Stakeholders 
Conference on National eGovernment 
Implementation for Nigeria’’.

The said stakeholders conference 
was held at the Banquet Hall of the 
Hilton Hotel Abuja and addressed by 
the president in the presence of State 
Governors, Ministers, Permanent 
Secretaries, Heads of Departments and 
Agencies of Government, Heads of the 
Armed Forces, Bank CEOs, Business 
Leaders, IT professionals, Heads of the 
Diplomatic Community and the Press.

8. Report of meeting ref: SH/
COS/70/A/2042 of 2nd November 
2004 and titled:Report of meeting 
with the President on Programmes 
and Implementation Strategies for 
eGovernment in Nigeria held at the 
State House on Monday 18th October 2004, granted NeGSt official recognition 
as the highest echelon of governance 
commended the Promoters of the 
Nigeria eGovernment Programmes 
and recommended its implementation 
as a national project, covering the 
Federal, State and Local Government 
levels nationwide for the development 
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of Information and Communication Technology to benefit Nigerian citizens 
within the context of World Information 
Society. In approving the Programmes 
and activities of NeGSt, government 
charged the company to ensure that: 
‘’adequate protection is put in place so 
that citizens may not lose their privacy’’.

9. Prof. Ode Ojowu, then Chief 
Economic Adviser to the President 
and Chairman of the National Planning 
Commission (and presently a member 
of President Buhari’s Economic 
Management Team), again presented 
the eGovernment programme to all the 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies 
of the Federal Government of Nigeria 
at the Ministerial retreat held at the 
Banquet Hall of the Presidential Villa on 
17th and 18th August, 2005; this with a 
view to introducing eGovernment as a 
national project and ensuring that the 
initiative enjoy wide acceptance. This 
followed our successful presentation 
of the eGovernment project and 
demonstration of the newly proposed 
eImmigration and ePassport to the 
Federal Executive Council at the 
Presidential Villa on 5 August 2005.10. Further confirmation of 
the validity, legality and acceptance 
of the national eGovernment idea 
is as contained in the extract from 
conclusions of the meeting of the Federal 
Executive Council held on Wednesday 
18th October 2006, ref: EC (2006) 40th 
which approved the implementation of 
eImmigration as part of the Nigerian 
eGovernment Programme.

Other Federal Government executive 
validation is as contained in the circular

Ref: OHCSF/MSO/702/
VOL.1/7 of 16th August 2006, to all 
Ministers, Permanent Secretaries, 
Extra-Ministerial Departments, 
Accountant-General of the Federation, 
Auditor-General of the Federation, 
Surveyor-General of the Federation, 
Chief Registrar Supreme Court of 
Nigeria and the Director-General and 
Chief Executives of Parastatals and 
Agencies; in which M. Yayale Ahmed, 
CFR, Head of Civil Service of the 
Federation said inter alia:

‘’As you are aware, the National 
eGovernment Strategies (NeGSt) 
was established as a Public Private Partnership and officially launched by 
Mr.

President to facilitate the 
implementation of the Nigerian 
eGovernment Project’’.

11. Cognisant of the enormous 
responsibility reposed on NeGSt by 
government, the company along with 
the only Service Provider under her 
stable, developed adequate technical 
competence and risk management 
capabilities and has been working 

quietly behind the scenes to police the 
eGovernment system applicable to the 
eImmigration offering to which there is 
a subsisting contract and with a view to 
ensuring that Nigerians have value for 
their money.

12. In particular, NeGSt has been 
able to develop, under its platform 
critical programmes to facilitate the 
development of eGovernment practice 
in Nigeria, amongst which are:

1. Framework for the eNigeria 
platform

2. Interoperability framework 
for eGovernment in Nigeria

3. eReadiness Capacity 
Building Programmes for Ministers, 
Commissioners Permanent Secretaries, 
and various MDAs at the Federal level 
and State Governments throughout 
Nigeria as well as at the Local 
Government levels4. Specific eReadiness Capacity 
Building for all Tertiary Hospitals in 
Nigeria at the Digital Bridge Institute, 
Abuja on eHealth and Telemedicine in 2005 e.Specific eReadiness Capacity 
Building for all Ministers of the Federal 
Republic at the Presidential Villa in 20055. Specific eReadiness Capacity 
Building for all Permanent Secretaries of 
the Federal Republic at the Niger State 
Conference Centre in 20086. Specific eReadiness Capacity 
Building for all National Youth Service Officials Nationwide at Niger State 
Conference Centre, Minna in 20087. Specific eReadiness Capacity 
Building for all Local Government 
Chairmen in Nigeria at the International 
Conference Centre, Abuja in 2009

8. Vertical e-enabled 
programmes for Government 
agencies such as eNYSC, eParliament, 
eMillitary, eInterior, eAuthentication, 
eHealth, eForm, eImmigration, eState, 
eLocalGoverment, ePayment etc.

9. In addition to these, we have 
worked with the Service Provider 
in our stable and have continued to 
troubleshoot the system with a view to fishing out problems and rectify them 
before they occur while at the same time, 
ensuring that our platform nationwide 
and across the globe is available, reliable 
and functioning at optimum capacity. In 
line with the assurances given to the 
Federal Government therefore, we are 
pleased to show you the template of our 
Monitoring and Evaluation Worksheet 
used by our Assessors to prevent 
cybercrime, safeguard the privacy of 
the Users of our offerings and ensure 
improvement in Nigeria’s score in the 
World Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ 
rating.

10. As you may be aware, any 
item connected to the worldwide 
web is subject to hacking. Ever since 

the Ministry of Interior adopted the 
eImmigration platform as part of the 
Nigerian eGovernment initiative, we are 
proud to have worked with our local 
Nigerian Service Provider to develop the capacity, effectiveness and efficiency of 
the MDA as well as to successfully police 
the eImmigration offering assigned 
to us and have recorded the modest 
achievements listed below; namely:• Zero online money theft by hackers.• Zero online identity theft by 

hackers.• Approximately 4,000% increase in 
revenue accruing to government.• Complete stoppage of perennial 
offences committed by Nigerians 
who possess multiple passports.• Zero online privacy invasion by 
hackers.• Continuous systems availability, 
debottlenecking and improvement.
15. To recap, please note that:• National eGovernment 

Strategies Ltd was conceptualized 
and validly registered as a Public 
Private Partnership long before the 
establishment of ICRC. NeGSt is therefore 
a corporate citizen of Nigeria who can sue 
and can be sued.• National eGovernment Strategies Ltd is a wholly owned Nigerian outfit 

whose Promoters’ bold and innovative 
ideas has given Nigeria an ‘’eye’’ and 
an ‘’ear’’ in the orbit, thus helping to 
supply the lifeblood needed for the 
ICT industry. As pioneers, we have 
contributed to the design, architecture, 
materials selection, setup, pre-
commissioning, commissioning 
activities of the platforms presently 
in operation because we have ideas of 
what will work and what will not work 
in our environment. In this regard, we 
have much more than what anyone will find in books.• Since inception, the company 
continues to support government 
efforts geared towards enhancing efficiency, transparency, 
accountability, plugging of systemic 
loopholes and in particular, helping 
to enforce compliance with President 
Buhari’s zero tolerance to corruption.• With the sad exception of late Prof G. 
O. Ajayi and Prof. Vincent Olunloyo, all 
the people mentioned in this writeup 
as well as Mallam Nuhu Ribadu then 
Chairman of EFCC, who also played a significant role in the successful 
implementation of Nigeria’s 
eGovernment idea are alive and well 
and may be reached to shed more 
light.• All documents referenced in this letter 
are available for your sighting at our HQ offices, Abuja.

Culled from www.negst.com.ng
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A Parasitic N534.6 Million 
IPTELCOM, NIS Contract 

By John Samson

T
here seems to be no 
end in sight to the 
infamous incidents 
of ill-conceived 
contracts which 

ultimately cost Nigeria dearly. 
Even as the dust raised by 
the notorious oil and gas deal 
with a foreign company which 
led to the award of billions 
of dollars to that firm at 
Nigeria’s expense by a British 
court recently is yet to settle, 
another less-than-edifying 
contract mess has started to 
unravel.

At the centre of the latest 
parasitic deal is IPTELCOM 
Network Limited on the 
one hand and the Nigeria 
Immigration Service (NIS) on 
the other.

Back in 2014, the then 

INVESTIGATION 

Mr Muhammad 
Comptroller-General of NIS

Mr David Shikfu Parradan
Former CG of NIS

Comptroller-General of 
Nigeria Immigration Service, 
Mr David Shikfu Parradang, 
sealed a contentious contract 
with IPTELCOM for the 
company to scan all passport 
documents and archive them. 
The six-year deal soon set 
tongues wagging principally 
because the personnel of 
Nigeria Immigration Service 
can easily perform this 
sensitive but otherwise 
routine task.

It was authoritatively learnt 
that, in terms of expertise 
and the equipment at their 
disposal, the IPTELCOM could 
not hold a candle to Nigeria 
Immigration Service. Yet, for 
reasons best known to the 
then NIS leadership, a deal 
described by knowledgeable 
insiders as ‘’nothing short of 
a sweetheart package’’ was 

shovelled into IPTELCOM’s 
lap ‘’for the electronic 
management of the data being 
generated by NIS in the process 
of providing international 
passports.”

In specific terms, IPTELCOM 
was mandated to, among 
others, render the following 
services to NIS: Install 
electronic data management 
solution (EDMS) in the 
passport issuing officers 
of the Nigeria Immigration 
Service for the electronic 
management of data and 
documentation emanating 
from issuing offices; Provide 
back-up facilities and storage 
procedures for the data 
and take reasonable care to 
safeguard and prevent any 
loss, damage or theft of data 
and records; Provide training, 
guidance and instructions 
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for the NIS 
staff mandated 
to handle the 
project; Ensure 
that the scope 
of work for 
the project is 
undertaken in 
a serious and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
m a n n e r ; 
Documentation 
of data 
generated from 
the issuance 
of international passports 
by NIS at its headquarters 
and other issuing centres; 
and Setting up of servers, 
scanners, desktop computers 
and storage facilities in each 
international passport issuing 
offices including the NIS 
headquarters.

The contract agreement 
entails that payment N200 
(Two Hundred Naira) shall be 
made by Nigeria Immigration 
Service to IPTELCOM per 
passport as a unit cost for 
documentation of each 
passport data throughout the 
duration of the agreement.

This medium exclusively 
learnt that 
aside from 
the questions 
raised over 
the essence 
of giving out 
a job that 
ought to have 
been handled 
in-house by 
the officials 
of Nigeria 
I m m i g r a t i o n 
Service, there is 
the worrisome 
issue of having 
applicants’ files scanned into 
a database at all passport 
offices that are manned by 
fully-trained personnel of the 
Nigeria Immigration Service, 
meaning that IPTELCOM’s 

INVESTIGATION

only input is to provide 
parts of the responsibilities 
of Iris Smart Technologies 
Limited, a company engaged 
by the Federal Ministry of 
Interior for the production of 
international passports.

This means that in reality, 
IPTELCOM purported work is 
being done by the personnel 
of Nigeria Immigration 
Service and IRIS Smart 
Technologies Limited. Yet, 
the company is being paid a 
huge amount of money for 
doing virtually nothing. In 
four years, IPTELCOM was 
paid N524,674,315.02 (Five 
Hundred and Twenty-Four 

Million, Six Hundred and 
Seventy-Four Thousand, Three 
Hundred and Fifteen Naira, 
Two Kobo). The breakdown is 
as follows: In 2016, 2017, 2018 
and 2019, the company was 

paid N135,990,075 
(One Hundred and 
Thirty-Five Million, 
Nine Hundred and 
Ninety Thousand 
Seventy-Five Naira), 
N 8 2 , 4 0 1 , 4 8 0 . 0 2 
(Eighty-Two Million, 
Four Hundred and 
One Thousand, Four 
Hundred and Eighty 
Naira, Two Kobo), 
N153,141,330.00 
(One Hundred and 
Fifty-Three Million, One 

Hundred and Forty-One Thousand, 
Three Hundred and Thirty Naira) 
and N153,141,330.00 (One 
Hundred and Fifty-Three Million, 
One Hundred and Forty-One 
Thousand, Three Hundred and 
Thirty Naira), respectively.

Little wonder, some of the staff 
of the Nigeria Immigration Service 
cried fowl, even as they urged 
the federal government to beam 
its searchlight on the IPTELCOM 
contract to bring to book anyone 
found wanting in this elephant-
scale rip-off involving millions of 
Naira, aside from the potential 
national security risks.

According to them, there are 
convincing reasons to believe 

that the IPTELCOM 
at the centre of this 
contract mess is 
linked to at least 
two top former 
management staff 
of the Nigeria 
Immigration Service.
Former Comptroller-
General of Nigeria 
Immigration Service, 
Mr David Shikfu 
Parradang, did not 
respond to enquiries 
on the matter. 

Efforts to get the 
Chief Executive Officer of 
INTELCOM Mr Joshua Mukan 
and other staff of the company 
for comments on the issue 
were unsucessfull as at press 
time. 

This means that in reality, IPTELCOM 

purported work is being done by the 

personnel of Nigeria Immigration 

Service and IRIS Smart Technologies 

Limited. Yet, the company is being paid 

a huge amount of money for doing 

virtually nothing

“

“

Some of the staff of the Nigeria 
Immigration Service cried fowl, even as 
they urged the federal government to 
beam its searchlight on the IPTELCOM 

contract to bring to book anyone 
found wanting in this elephant-scale 

rip-off involving millions of Naira, 
aside from the potential national 

security risks

“

“
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The NIS, VLATACOM 
Contract Mess

By Ahmed Idris 

I
nsider dealing. 
Favouritism. Top-level 
collusion. Fantastic 
fraud. These are 
the ingredients that 

feature prominently in one 
of the latest jaw-dropping 
contract scams reminiscent 
of the controversial grass-
cutting contract mess 
involving a former Secretary 
to the Government of the 
Federation. At the centre of 
this industrial-scale mess 
Messrs Vlatacom, a company 
engaged by authorities of the 
Nigeria Immigration Service 
(NIS).

The fraud-tainted deal was 
consummated way back in 
2010 under the leadership of 
the then Comptroller-General 
of Nigeria Immigration 
Service, Mr Chukwurah 
Joseph Udeh, for the lease 
of software and Electronic 
Passenger Registration 
System (e-PaRS). 

The Electronic Passenger 
Registration System, 
sponsored by some European 
Union countries through the 
International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM), was 
introduced in 2007 to not 
only automate the Manual 
Registration System but also 
compliment the real essence 
of the e-passport launched 
same period. The e-PaRS pilot 
project lasted from three 
years after which the then 
Comptroller-General of NIS 
Mr Chukwurah Joseph Udeh 
awarded a maintenance and 
customisation agreement 
of the e-PaRS to Messrs 
Vlatacom. 

The contract, signed on July 
20, 2010, at $330,000.00 USD 
for two years, was for the 

The fraud-tainted deal was 
consummated way back in 2010 
under the leadership of the then 
Comptroller-General of Nigeria 

Immigration Service, Mr Chukwurah 
Joseph Udeh, for the lease of software 
and Electronic Passenger Registration 

System (e-PaRS)

“
Chukwurah Joseph Udeh
Former CG of NIS and now VLATACOM Chairman 
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following services: Software 
customisation; Training and 
installation; and Hardware 
maintenance.

However, as the personnel 
of the Nigeria Immigration 
Service were still clinking 
glasses to mark the deal, 
some unpalatable facts began 
to pop up in respect of the 
contract. To begin with, barely 
had the contract sum been 
paid than a new agreement 
was consummated between 
the Nigeria Immigration 
Service and Messrs Vlatacom 
on the customised Electronic 
Passenger Registration 
System on February 9, 
2011. Surprisingly, this was 
followed by yet another lease 
agreement for customised 
e-PaRS in December 2014 
even as it emerged that 
the Managing Director of 
Messrs Vlatacom was the 
brother-in-law of the then 
Comptroller-General of 
Nigeria Immigration Service, 
Mr Chukwurah Joseph Udeh.  

By way of contrast, it must 
be noted that unlike the 
contract agreement signed 
in 2010 that had itemised 
services attached to the 
payment of $330,000.00 USD, 
the agreements of February 
9, 2011, and December 11, 
2014, respectively, have no 
services offering for the single 
payment. Instead, the demand 
for payment was based on the 
“Leaser Agreement.” 

It was further learnt that 
Messrs Vlatacom in early 
2016 wrote a reminder to 
the authorities of the Nigeria 
Immigration Service for the 
payment of $345,000.00 USD 
for the lease of customised 
e-PaRS and its registration 
system software license 
at $2300 USD per unit for 
150 units of the e-passport 
readers at the airports. 
That was even as, since 
2012, all the maintenance, 
deployment, configuration 
and troubleshooting of the 
entire e-PaRS applications 
and its associated hardware 

had been carried out by the 
ICT offices of the Nigeria 
Immigration Service and not 
Messrs Vlatacom. Aside from 
this, it was gathered that the 
amount of money demanded 
by Messrs Vlatacom is enough 
to build a new system from 
scratch. Also, if the sums 
demanded by the company 
were paid, it would have 

gleaned a whopping lump 
sum of USD1,005,000 from 
the Nigeria Immigration 
Service for allegedly doing 
little or nothing.

What makes the deals stink 
further is that Messrs Vlatacom 
has now appointed the former 
Comptroller-General of 
Nigeria Immigration Service 
Mr Chukwurah Joseph Udeh 
as its chairman. Some insiders 
said a mast belonging to 
Messrs Vlatacom is currently 
installed at the residence of 
the former boss of the Nigeria 
Immigration Service. 

Second, many have pointed 
out that Mr Chukwurah 
Joseph Udeh’s role in the 
contract smacks of conflict 
of interest. This is even as 
available facts show that 
Nigeria Immigration Service’s 
officers were the ones that had 
been maintaining, repairing 
and even carrying-out 
installations of the readers 
at the airports while Messrs 
Vlatacom collects money for 
doing nothing.

Investigations by this 
medium revealed that 
Messrs Vlatacom also has 
questionable registration as a 
private entity. Responding to a 
Freedom of Information (FOI) 
request, the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) said it has 
no record of the registration 
of Vlatacom as a company. 

Amidst all these startling 
revelations, outrage 
pervades the sector with 
Nigeria Immigration 
Service personnel and 
various stakeholders alike 
demanding that the ex-NIS 
boss and others involved in 
this monumental rip-off be 
brought to book in line with 
the anti-corruption agenda 
of the President Muhammed 
Buhari-led administration. 

Efforts to get response from 
the officials of VLATACOM, 
Mr Chukwurah Joseph Udeh 
and officials of Nigerian 
Immigration Service on the 
matter did not yield fruitful 
result.

What makes the 
deals stink further 

is that Messrs 
Vlatacom has 

now appointed 
the former 

Comptroller-
General of Nigeria 

Immigration 
Service Mr 

Chukwurah 
Joseph Udeh 

as its chairman. 
Some insiders 

said a mast 
belonging to 

Messrs Vlatacom 
is currently 

installed at the 
residence of 

the former boss 
of the Nigeria 
Immigration 

Service

“

“
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By Victor Akoji 

F
ollowing his appointment as 
the Group Managing Director of 
the Nigeria National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 

last year, Mr Mele Kyari declared that 
he would not only be an exemplary 
leader of the oil giant but would go the 
extra mile to ensure the corporation 
opens new vistas to make the nation enjoy more significant benefits from its 
oil and gas investments. Not a few of 
those who heard Kyari’s bold, visionary 
pronouncement would rather hedge 
their bets, opting to wait and see 
whether the new person in the saddle 
would walk his talk.

Well, such doubting-Thomas were 
not kept waiting for long. In the most 
real sense of a leader who indeed hits 
the ground running, the new NNPC 
boss started dazzling everyone with his 
consummate steps. True to his mission 
statement, Kyari initiated measures to 
make the corporation more transparent, 
accountable and result-oriented. And 
true to his image as an accomplished administrator and terrific technocrat, 
NNPC under his watch has gradually 
begun to shed its image as a den of wastage, corruption and profligacy. This is even as specific projects that 
had hitherto seem far-fetched are now 
becoming a reality.

For example, barely a few weeks ago, 
the nation’s gas sub-sector had cause to smile as the Nigeria Liquefied Natural 
Gas (NLNG) train-7 of the long-delayed 
gas project was successfully completed 
at long last. It would be recalled that this 
project, which has the potential to fetch 
Nigeria billions of dollars, was allegedly 
politicized by the Olusegun Obasanjo 
and Goodluck Jonathan administrations 
who, despite public outcry, diverted it 
to Ogun and Bayelsa states respectively 
thereby causing avoidable hitches with 
the attendant wastage of billions of tax 
payers’ naira.

While the ovation that trailed the 
successful completion of that project 
was still swirling, the nation has been 
given another cause for celebration with the flag-off of the $2.592 billion AKK 
gas project. As the name implies, the 
ambitious project is a 614-kilometre 
gas pipeline that encompasses Abuja-

All eyes on Mele Kyari as NNPC’s 
ambitious AKK gas pipeline takes off

Kaduna-Kano (AKK) and is expected to 
add 2.2 bscf/d of gas into the nation’s 
domestic market. In addition to that, the 
project is also expected to facilitate the 
generation of a hefty 3,600 megawatts 
of electricity, a veritably welcome 
development for a country still mired 
in the throes of scandalously unstable 
power supply.The project was flagged-off virtually 
by President Muhammadu Buhari 
on Wednesday, June 30, 2020. The 
President then watched remotely via 
video-conference from the Council 
Chambers of the President Villa in Abuja 
as Governor Yahaya Bello of Kogi state 
and Governor Nasir Ahmed El-Rufai of Kaduna state physically flagged-off 
the start of work at the Ajaokuta and 
Rigachikun sites, respectively. Billed 
to be completed within two years, the 
project, which was part of the trans-

Nigeria gas pipeline project, involves the 
construction of a connecting gas pipeline 
network that would integrate Nigeria’s 
Northern region with the Niger Delta, 
South-East and South-West regions.

As disclosed by the NNPC GMD, the 
EPC contract for the 614km AKK gas 
pipeline was awarded at a total cost 
of $2.592 billion to Messrs Oil serv Plc/ China first highway engineering 
company (Oilserv/CFHEC consortium) for the first segment that covers 303km. 
The second segment is to be handled 
by Messrs Brentex Petroleum Services/
China Petroleum Pipeline Bureaux 
(Brentex/CPP consortium) under a debt-equity financing model with a loan 
from the Bank of China and SINO-SURE. 
The facility will be repaid through the 
pipeline transmission tariff supported 
by a sovereign guarantee. This segment 
covers 311km.

SPECIAL REPORT
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While doing the traditional flag-
off, President Muhammadu Buhari 
reiterated the federal government’s 
determination to ensure timely delivery 
of the landmark gas project within budgetary allocation and specification. 
More so as the project is very dear to the 
heart of Nigeria. 

Recalling that the present 
administration had promised to 
expand the critical gas infrastructure 
in the country to promote the use of 
gas in the domestic market, including 
the Escravos-Lagos pipeline system 
2 (ELPS-2), Obiafu-Obrikom (OB3) 
pipeline and AKK, the President said: 
“These projects are fundamental to 
our desire to industrialize and energize 
the entrepreneurial spirit that is ever-
present in our population.”

Pointing out that the AKK project 
will help revive moribund industries 
along with transit towns in Kogi 
State, the Federal Capital Territory, 
and Niger, Kaduna, and Kano states, 
the President further said: “It has significant job creation potential both 
direct and indirect while fostering 
the development and utilization of 
local skills and manpower, technology 
transfer and promotion of local 
manufacturer.”

Speaking in the same vein, the 
NNPC GMD waxed lyrical about the enormous benefits to be gleaned from the project, saying is “confident that the 
EFC contractors will deliver the project 
on time, within budget and to quality specifications.”

Is the NNPC chief’s confidence 
misplaced? Hardly so. With such an 
acknowledged experience coupled with 
the on-the-job expertise on display 
since he mounted the NNPC saddle, 
the likelihood that Mele Kyari will help 

midwife the successful completion and 
operation of the AKK gas pipeline is quite high. All eyes are now fixed on Mele 
Kyari and his team, waiting and watching 
to see whether the needful will be done 
between now and 2022.

SPECIAL REPORT
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By Femi Adesina

S
omething good is already 
happening. Something 
marvelous is in store, as Federal 
Government kickstarts the $2.8 
billion Ajaokuta-Kaduna-Kano 

(AKK) National Gas Pipeline Project 
next Tuesday. It’s another humongous 
signature milestone by President 
Muhammadu Buhari, which will leave 
his footprints inexorably on the sands of 
time.

Roads. Bridges. Rail. Airports. Social 
Investment. And many others. Buhari is 
doing great things, which will pedestal 
him in the pantheon of great Nigerian 
leaders. And now, he has struck again. 
He is kicking off the AKK pipeline project, 
which will carry gas between the southern 
and northern parts of the country. The 
project will eventually extend to North 
Africa.

The Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) initially announced 
tenders for the project in July 2013. A 
project proposal was submitted to the 
Infrastructure Concession Regulatory 
Commission in June 2017, and the Federal 
Executive Council granted approval in 
December 2017. I tell you, this President 
Buhari has the heart of a lion.

If the intention was to continue to run 
the NNPC as an automated teller machine 
(ATM), as we have seen before in this 
country, will such staggering project ever 
be approved, not to talk of taking off? And 
some people are still asking for Change, 
when it is right before their very eyes.

The 614 kilometers-long national gas 
pipeline is Phase One of the Trans-Nigeria 
Gas Pipeline (TNGP) project, to be done 
on build and transfer public-private-
partnership. It will transport 3,500 
million metric standard cubic feet per 
day of dehydrated gas from several gas 
gathering projects located in southern 
Nigeria.

The project will be in three phases. 
Phase One is 200 kilometers-long, 
between Ajaokuta and Abuja, at a 
projected cost of $855 million.

Phase Two is 193 kilometers-long, 
between Abuja and Kaduna, to cost an 
estimated $835 million, while Phase 

OPINION

$2.8 billion AKK pipeline 
project: Buhari strikes again!

Three is 221 kilometers-long, between 
Kaduna and Kano, at an approximate cost 
of $1.2 billion.

The project will eventually reach North 
Africa in subsequent phases.

What will AKK pipeline project do for 
Nigeria? Great and wonderful things. 
It will create steady and guaranteed 
gas supply network between the North 
and South, and will enhance power 
generation capacity. The industrial sector 
will be strengthened, local usage of gas 
will be promoted and increased, and the 
country’s revenue generation boosted 
through export of natural gas.

Nigeria is ranked the 7th most endowed 
natural gas country in the world. She sits 
on about 180 trillion cubic feet of natural 
gas deposits, which can be utilized as gas to power, gas to petrochemicals, liquefied natural gas (LNG), liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG), compressed natural gas (CNG), 
among others.

Over the years, Nigeria has exploited 
its oil resources more, to the detriment 
of gas, which incidentally fetches more 
revenue, but is also more expensive to 
prospect.

One big advantage the average Nigerian 

can look forward to is the evolvement of 
compressed natural gas (CNG), which is 
still at pilot stage in the country.

While presenting his performance 
report to the Federal Executive Council 
recently, Minister of State for Petroleum, 
Timipre Sylva, spoke extensively about 
CNG, and what it can do for Nigeria as an 
alternative to petrol.

He listed the challenges of the oil and 
gas sector to include; under-recovery, 
crude theft, insecurity, high cost of 
production, very low LPG penetration, refineries shutdown, long contracting 
cycle, among others.

Sylva stressed that the oil and gas 
sector remains critical to the Nigerian 
economy, even as we strive to diversify. He identified CNG and LPG penetration as 
priority.

Said the Minister: “The switch to CNG 
will help reduce the burden of petrol subsidy on the finances of the country, and 
government should encourage Nigerians 
to use CNG as fuel for transportation.”

CNG began as a pilot project in the 
country in 2006, but target for conversion 
workshops was not met till 2015. About 
4,000 vehicles run on CNG in Benin, Edo State, and it’s about 50% cheaper than 
petrol.

Vehicles running on CNG, statistics 
show, save about N1,143 daily, compared 
with petrol. This amounts to over N30, 
000 monthly. The cost of converting 
the car can thus be recovered within six 
months.

Gas is cleaner energy, cheaper 
than petrol, and more friendly to the 
environment. Global warming will, 
therefore, be slowed down.

More than 175,000 vehicles run on 
CNG in America today, and 23 million 
worldwide. Nigeria will join the number, 
and boost productivity.

The Buhari signature projects will 
remain landmarks in Nigeria. Help me 
count them: Roads, rail, bridges, airports, 
agriculture, AKK… and may more.

Surely, we will always remember this 
President for good.

Femi Adesina is the Special Adviser 
to President Muhammadu Buhari on 
Media and Publicity
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By Garba Shehu

O
ne of the big promises made by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
in his campaign for Nigeria’s 
presidency is the Ajaokuta-
Abuja-Kaduna-Kano (AKK) gas 

pipeline project.
The project entails the “engineering, 

procurement, construction and 
commissioning” of 614-kilometers gas 
pipeline and stations, traversing the 
states of Kogi, Niger, FCT, Kaduna and 
Kano. It is to transport dry gas from the nation’s rich gas fields in the Niger Delta 
to the Northern parts of Nigeria.

This pipeline project is itself a section 
of an ambitious pipeline project to supply 
gas to Europe through the proposed 
Trans Sahara Gas Pipeline (TSGO) and 
Nigeria Morocco Gas Pipelines.

The Federal Executive Council (FEC) 
under President Buhari last week took 
the important and decisive step to fast 
track the closure of all outstanding issues relating to the financing and the issuance 
of a Sovereign Guarantee (SG) to support 
debt service and China Export and Credit 
Insurance Corporation, SINOSURE’s 
policy to underwrite up to a maximum 
of 85 per cent of the project cost, which 
is now reduced to USD 2,591,849,049.19. 
The earlier contract, approved by 
this administration for the AKK was 
USD2,890,522,548.37 based on 100 per 
cent “Contractor Financing Model.”

This changed when SINOSURE offered 
to underwrite 85 per cent only of the 
entire contract sum and the basis of the 
relationship changed to “EPC Lump Sum 
Contract Award.”

This arose from a rethinking on the 
part of the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) which came up with a new project financing design by which the balance of 15 per cent of financing 
was taken up by them. The Nigerian 
Gas Company (NGC), a subsidiary of the 
NNPC, quickly intervened to provide 
the required 15 per cent, the equivalent 
of US 434 million equity contributions 
from internal sources and accumulated 
revenues.

To quicken the speed of the project 
take-off, this 15 per cent equity funding 
has been paid and will be used to proceed 
with the project to mitigate further 
delays and ensure that the project is back 
on track.

The “gas penetration” to these areas of the country will significantly reduce 

OPINION

AKK gas pipeline: President 
Buhari’s big infrastructure push

energy cost for industries along the 
pipeline corridor in addition to the 
massive generation of employment 
during and after the construction.

In addition to the creation of 
employment and serving as a boost to 
industrialization through gas based 
industries and power generation sectors as beneficiaries of this project, the AKK 
will increase government revenues, 
encourage exports and enhance the 
nation’s foreign reserves by reducing 
dependence on imports. It is equally 
hoped that the project, upon its 
completion, will ensure that economic 
challenges being witnessed in the 
northern region due to shortage of gas 
supply are addressed.

It will also give the nation energy 
security and act as a catalyst to propel 
industrial development and boost 
agriculture in the country.

This project is among the cardinal 
policy objectives of the President Buhari 
administration and its realization will 
be a major accomplishment of the 
government’s efforts in the delivery of 
democracy dividends.

The project is environmentally friendly 
as it will contribute to the elimination of gas flaring, improve the health of 
communities in the oil producing areas, 
reduce the nation’s carbon footprints and 
comply with climate control treaties to 
which the nation is signatory.

The resolution of the outstanding 
issues around the AKK project at this 
time should send an important message 
that the journey to its realization is for 
real.

The President is determined to 
accomplish the project in the 24-month 
period of the signed agreement. The 
period falls within the balance of period 
covered by his Second Four Year Term.

We are a country notorious for 
truncating government projects on 
account of changes in administrations. 
Except for the President Buhari 
experiment, marking a break with the 
past, Presidents, governors and council chairmen don’t come to office with the 
mind of completing projects they met.

They, alone, want their signature on 
the projects they execute. So they stop 
work on those projects they met and start new ones. In the end, they leave office without finishing what they started, 
adding thereby to the nation’s mountain 
of uncompleted projects.

The difference President Buhari makes 

is that he insists on completion, rather 
than the commencement of new projects 
except where it is extremely necessary.

If you take away the Abuja-Kaduna-
Kano expressway, all the major projects 
under the Presidential Infrastructure 
Development Fund with dedicated 
funding from the Nigeria Sovereign 
Investment Authority, and lately the 
recovered loot from Abacha are all 
inherited from past administrations: the 
Second Niger Bridge, the Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway and the Mambila Power 
Project.

All the major spendings in the Ministry of Transportation, specifically 
the standard gauge railways linking the 
south to the north and the west to the east 
are geared towards project completion. 
Under the Ministry of Water Resources, 
no new projects have been budgeted in the last five years. All money allocated to 
the ministry is towards the completion of 
projects started and abandoned, some of 
them going back to the President’s years 
in the Petroleum Trust Fund (PTF).

Thankfully, we are seeing a harvest 
of so many of these projects, due to the 
President’s insistence and the focus and 
dedication of the ministers in his cabinet.

The AKK project which will now leave 
the drawing board towards its execution 
and completion was agreed to in June, 
2009 between Gazprom, the Russian gas 
monopoly, in a signed deal to invest at 
least $2.5bn in a new joint venture with 
Nigeria’s state-owned oil company NNPC 
to explore and develop the country’s vast 
gas reserves.

The formation of the 50:50 joint 
venture, between Gazprom and the NNPC 
named Nigaz, followed a prolonged 
courtship by Russia which began under 
Vladimir Putin by the administration of 
the late President Umaru Musa Yar’adua. It floundered with his death. This time 
around, there is no going back on the 
AKK project because there is a market 
already waiting. It has off-takers, when 
completed, with Abuja on cue to having a 
1,350MW power plant, Kaduna, 900MW 
and Kano, 1,350MW.

President Buhari is determined to take 
it forward. It’s another signature project 
on which the name “Buhari” will be 
written in gold, to be remembered long 
after he leaves Aso Rock.

Garba Shehu is the Senior Special 
Assistant to President Muhammadu 
Buhari on Media and Publicity.
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COMMUNITY WATCH

By Racheal Gyang 

T
he importance 
of a bridge 
in road 
transportation 
can never be 

overestimated. And the 
reason is simple: No 
matter how masterfully 
constructed a road 
may be, the effort may 
count for nothing if it 
so happens that some 
part of it is dislocated 
or cut into two due to 
the absence of a bridge 
above the river which 
passes through it; such 
a road would become 
virtually useless to 
human and vehicular traffic. Social and 
economic life would 
grind to a halt in the 
area concerned as 

Pain, anxiety over collapsed 
Wase-Langtang bridge

everybody searches for 
an alternative route. For 
the inhabitants of that 
area, it is like being cut 
off from the rest of the 
world.

No one knows this as 
keenly as the inhabitants 
of Wase and Langtang 

local governments in 
Plateau state, following 
the collapse of the 
bridge linking the two 
local governments on 
June 25, 2020.

The road on the one 
hand and the bridge 
on the other had been 

awaiting rehabilitation 
for quite some time. 
The people of Wase 
and Langtang had, 
accordingly, sent save 
our soul messages to 
the federal over the 
years - to no avail. Then 
what they dreaded most 
occurred that fateful day; 
following a downpour 
and passage of a trailer, 
the old bridge caved in, 
and thus cut off travels 
not only between the 
two local governments 
and other parts of the 
state but also to and 
from neighbouring 
Taraba state.

Needless to say, 
life virtually came to 
a standstill after the 
ill-fated occurrence—
economic activities 
nose-dived to an 
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COMMUNITY WATCH

alarming extent. 
Amid the pain and inconvenience inflicted 
upon the citizenry by this 
unexpected incident, 
Governor Simon Bako 
Lalong of Plateau state 
paid an on-the-spot 
assessment visit there. 
Accompanied by the 
Secretary to the State 
Government, Professor 
Danlandi Atu; the 
Chief of Staff, Mr Noel 
Dongjur and some 
members of the Plateau 
Executive Council, 
Governor Lalong said he 
had decided to be there 
personally to take stock 
of the situation with a 
view to seeing what can 
be done.

Usually, being a 
federal road, the 
responsibility of 
maintenance and 
rehabilitation of the 
road lies squarely on 
the shoulder of the 
central government. 
Despite this, Governor 
Lalong’s concern for 
the plight of his people 
nudged him to rush to 
the side and empathise 
with them. Recalling 
that he had included 
this same road/bridge 
in the list of bad roads 
submitted to President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
for federal government 
intervention, Governor 
Lalong assured that 
he would soon see 
the President so as to 
“intimate him on these 
developments so that 
the bridge can be rebuilt 
immediately.”

For a people adversely 
affected by the big 
blow of June 25, their 
governor’s declaration 
was like a soul-soothing 
balm. This is more so 
as he instructed the 
Plateau State Ministry 
of Water Resources and 
Energy to make urgent 
arrangement for boats 
to be provided so as to 
ferry the people across 
the river pending when 
intermediate work is 

done. In the same vein, 
the Federal Controller of 
Works in Plateau state, 
Mr Usman Magin, said officials of the Federal 
Ministry of Works and 
Housing had been 
dispatched to the site 
to assess the situation 
ahead of kick-starting 
work on the collapsed 
bridge.

Expressing his 
people’s feelings, the 
Emir of Wase, Alhaji 
Muhammadu Haruna 

Sambo, commended the 
governor for showing 
concerns for the plight 
of Wase people by 
squeezing time off his 
busy schedule to see for 
himself the collapsed 
bridge even after he had 
sent a team earlier.

He appealed to the 
governor to prevail on 
the federal government to not only fix the 
damaged bridge but 
also hasten action on 
the reconstruction of 

the entire road so as to 
save Wase and Langtang 
people from further 
economic deprivation.

Amid the tangled 
piece of iron and twisted 
concrete scattered all 
over the ugly site, the 
people are anxiously 
waiting for the federal 
government to come 
to their aid, more so as 
the collapsed bridge 
is adversely affecting 
their farming and other 
economic activities.
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Screen Star
THINKERS MAGAZINE

The most potent actions 

for a woman is to love 

herself, be herself and shine 

amongst those who never 

believed she could. Hadiza 

Aliyu, popularly known as 

Hadiza Gabon, perfectly fits 

into that description.

Born in Libreville, the 

Republic of Gabon, the 

young, charming, gifted, 

famously beautiful, well-

endowed, phenomenally 

successful, good-natured, 

respectable, brilliant, 

classic and honest Nigerian 

professional actress and 

filmmaker is Thinkers 

Magazine’s Screen Star of 

the month.

Hadiza 
Gabon
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By Nasir Dambatta

H
e has shattered the myth of 
a “newcomer lawmaker,” 
with supersonic speed. He 

has confounded his critics and 
dazed his fans.

In June 2019 when Senator 
Uba Sani took an oath to 
represent Kaduna Central in 
the upper legislative chamber 
of Nigeria’s National Assembly, 
I foretold that in Kaduna’s 
seemingly egalitarian political 
space, there would be a 
remarkable distinction between 
him and his predecessors.

Figuratively, I inferred that the 
performance index would rise 
by about one-third - with every 
Bill successfully sponsored.

True to prognosis, some 
commentators have now 
christened this, “Senator Uba 
Sani’s 2019 masterstroke in six 
months.” Indeed, the Senator’s 
legislative effectiveness is 
exemplary in the history of 
Kaduna Central.

I also argued that generally, 
every good legislative 
effectiveness ranking would 
show Senator Uba Sani 
outperforming all other 9th 
Assembly members from 
Kaduna State. As Chairman 
Senate Committee on Banking, 
Insurance and other Financial 
Institutions, he has made even 
more impact on a national scale 
than many others previously 
given the responsibility. Anyway, 
this is no longer news.

Some would argue that for 
a lawmaker whose campaign 

Uba Sani at 
the Senate: 
True to a 
prognosis

slogan was 
“Your Vision my 
Mission,” nothing 
short of his stellar 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
should have been 
expected. The 
confidence of his 
constituents has 
been shored up by his 
regular contacts with 
them in moments of 
festivities or grief. He 
would attend marriage 
ceremonies as he would 
attack hunger in IDP camps, 
storm communities affected 
by either disease epidemic or 
banditry attacks promptly and 
not only to empathize with them 
but to give succour. His legendary 
generosity could be gleaned 
from unbeatable 
doses of 
material 

“

“

He has shattered 

the myth of a 

“newcomer 

lawmaker,” with 

supersonic speed. He 

has confounded his 

critics and dazed his 

fans
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relief and cash support for victims’ 
families and survivors. It was in the 
news recently that he took over the 
medical bills of some badly-injured 
constituents within Kaduna 
Central after a bloody bandits’ 
attack.

For starters, the Senator who has 
actually distinguished himself has a 
number of sponsored outstanding 
bills to his credit. These include 
the Bill for the first-ever Federal 
College of Education, Giwa, which 
he sponsored in consideration of 
the challenges of the education 
sector that has worked against 
efforts to prioritize the breeding of 
professional and efficient teachers. 
Recent reports have shown that 
this Bill has already scaled through 
third reading and eventually 
subjected to a public hearing at the 
Senate.

While his fans were basking in 
the euphoria created by his moves 
to advance professionalism and 
efficiency in the educational realm, 
he sponsored yet another Bill for 
the establishment of a Federal 
Medical Centre in his constituency 
of Rigasa. This time, it was Senator 
Uba’s response to the cries of 
constituents, especially those in 
the densely populated areas who 
watch helplessly as inadequate 
well-equipped healthcare facilities 
took away the lives of women and 
children. Reportedly, this Bill has 
also scaled through third reading 
and the final public hearing at the 

upper legislative chamber.
One disturbing reality about 

many states in Northern Nigeria 
was the preponderance of torture 
centres in the guise of religious 
education centres, many of which 
have been knocked down in Kaduna 
and the founders arrested by 
security agents. Senator Uba swiftly 
sponsored Care and Protection of 
Child, Parents Bill. The aim is to 

provide succour for children once 
chained in such torture chambers 
and create a platform where they 
can be reintegrated into society. 
Broadly, the Bill seeks to ensure 
that after childbirth, these young 
ones can still fulfil their dreams. 
Media reported that this Bill too 
has since passed first reading at 
the upper legislative chamber.

Ravaged by banditry and a 

LEADING PARLIAMENTARIAN
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lack of proper access to advanced 
school certificates, Senator Uba 
Sani went beyond providing relief 
materials and cash support to his 
constituents to giving knowledge 
a big boost. His Federal College of 
Forestry Technology and Research, 
Birnin-Gwari Bill, 2019, landed at 
the Senate chambers and it was 
celebration galore back home as 
constituents hailed the effort at 
every given opportunity.

In positively giving back to 
his base, he dominated news 
headlines with The University of 
Technology Bill 2019, seeking for 
the conversion of Kaduna State 
Polytechnic into a University. He 
was said to be motivated primarily 
to sponsor this Bill in order to 
reposition the institution, so it can 
be a breeding ground for the skilled 
manpower needed to propel 
Nigeria’s industrialization. At the 

moment, this Bill has reportedly 
passed first reading at the Senate.

Significantly, the effectiveness 
of Senator Uba Sani’s legislative 
function is not limited to the 
sponsorship of bills. He has also 
moved motions considered to be 
very relevant to the advancement 
of his people in Kaduna Central, 
nay Nigerians.

He made it a sharp point, 
drawing the attention of the Senate 
to the urgency of addressing the 
prevalence of modern slavery in 
Nigeria. He then proceeded to take 
on the hydra-headed monster of 
Child Trafficking in Nigeria.

One other Bill that left the people 
of Kaduna so excited was the Bill 
for the establishment of Institute of 
Information and Technology. Some 
insist it would be the first Federal 
institute of its kind in Northern 
Nigeria. This is a no mean feat, 

given the fact that Senator Uba Sani 
has been in the Senate for just one 
year.

A more formidable Bill of 
national and even international 
importance was that of the 
amendment to Banks and Other 
Financial Institutions Act (BOFIA 
1991) which has since passed 
second reading in the Senate. He 
made it clear that the Bill was 
informed by the need for Nigeria to 
be a part of the global best practices 
in banking.

While the 9th Senate led by the 
indefatigable Ahmed Lawan has 
demonstrated that lawmakers 
could make a lot of difference, 
the people of Kaduna Central are 
genuinely on the threshold of 
history.

Interestingly, he has left no stone 
unturned regarding the follow-
up to these significant national 
challenges, so that the bills will 
eventually be passed into law.

It is difficult, if not impossible, 
to pinpoint Uba Sani’s match 
in the history of Kaduna 
Central’s representation at the 
Senate in recent years. This is 
more so because he launched 
unprecedented potent motions, 
sponsored and co-sponsored 
bills with a direct bearing to the 
betterment of his constituents. 
Take it or leave it, the Uba Sani 
years at the Senate are going to be 
remarkable - from the historical 
perspective. As the Hausa adage 
says, a Good Friday begins with 
a promising Wednesday. The 
lawmaker has made his mark as 
the Senate is getting set to roll 
out the drums for celebrating its 
eventful legislative year - June 
2019 to June 2020.

LEADING PARLIAMENTARIAN
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Honourable Muktar Aliyu 
Betara distinguishing himself 

as exceptional lawmaker
By Nanzing Tau 

Ahead of the appointment 
of members of the House of 
Representatives as members and 
chairpersons of various committees 
about one year ago, the Speaker, Mr 
Femi Gbajamila, made it clear that it 
would not be business as usual. In 
other words, Honourable members 
won’t be picked based on ethnic, 
regional or connection or any other 
such considerations. Instead, factors 
such as merit, experience, capability 
and competence would determine 

who will be appointed into which 
committee. This would be done with a 
view to ensuring that square pegs are 

put in square holes in line with the 
new 9th House of Representatives 

leadership’s resolve to carve a 
niche as dynamic, visionary patriotic and selfless 

servants of the people.
Doing so would be 

relatively easy in an 
absolute respect but 
not so easy in other 
respect, particularly 
when it comes to the 
chairmanship of some 
key committees. 

Take the House of 
Representatives 

Committee on 

Appropriations, for example. Bearing in 
mind the fact that funds must be allocated 
for each and every project or service 
before such can be executed, it goes 
without saying that having a dependable 
Committee on Appropriations would make a significant difference. As such, 
it is imperative to pick not just any 
Representative but one who the cap would really fit, for the chairmanship of 
this all-important committee.

A couple of lawmakers were 
considered for leadership of the 
committee, but one name stood out 
like an iroko tree from the group: 
Honourable Muktar Aliyu Betara. 
The more the Speaker and other 
House leaders scrutinized the list of 
contenders for the position, the more 
it dawned on them that although each 
of the “candidates” was a leader in his 
or her own right, Honourable Muktar Aliyu Betara is first among equals. Come 
to think of it, the gentleman’s track 
record of performance and industry 
is second to none. In the eyes of the 
Honourable Speaker and his colleagues, if any Representatives can do a terrific 
job as Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, Honourable Muktar 
Aliyu Betara is it. Hence, there was no 
hesitation in picking him accordingly.

Did the foregoing come to many 
people as a surprise? No; to those who 
know Honourable Muktar Aliyu Betara 
before he won election into the House 
of Representatives to represent Biu/
Bayo/Shani/Kwaya Kusar Federal 
Constituency, his managerial and 
leadership qualities have never ever 
been doubted. In fact, it was based this 
and his heart of gold which endeared 
him into people’s hearts and on account 
of his contributions to development and 
progress of the land of his birth, that 
they voted massively for him in the year 
2007.

Obvious highly impressed with his 
performance at the National Assembly 
coupled with the help he never tired 
of rendering to the people of his 
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constituency every now and then, they 
decided to ensure his re-election in 
2011. Following this, he served as a 
member of the House Representatives 
Committee on Public Accounts and 
also House Representatives Committee 
Special Duties. In the same vein, he was 
Chairman of the House Representatives 
Committee on Army.

Many can still vividly recall how 
Honourable Muktar Aliyu Betara, who 
was born on November 22, 1966, in 
Wayo town, Biu local government 
of Borno state, handled his duty as 
Chairman of the House Representatives 
Committee on Army so well that he 
received plaudits from his colleagues 
and the military on account of the fact 
that he not only ensured that the welfare 
of soldiers was given priority; he helped 
ensured that the military maintain a 
harmonious relationship with civilians, 
more so as the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria obliges 
the Army to be respectful of civilian 
authority. This continued until 2015 
when he contested another election 
on the platform of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

It is said that the prize for doing 
a job fantastically well is to be given 
more work. And, not surprisingly, this 
is how it has been in the case of the 
legendary legislator from Biu. He was 
appointed Chairman of the House of 
Representatives Committee on Defence 
in 2015 and was subsequently made 
Chairman of House of Representatives 
Committee on Appropriations after his 
fourth consecutive victory in 2019.

Dynamic, hardworking, proactive, 
and indefatigable, Honourable Muktar 
Aliyu Betara has never looked back. 
Rather than rest on his laurel, he 
redoubled his efforts. Rather than 
reasoning that haven made his mark as 
a lawmaker since 2007 he should take 
his foot off the accelerator for some 
time, he has continued to serve with 
renewed vigour.

Ask any of his colleagues at the 
National Assembly, and he or she would 
regale you with the impressive array of 
quality contributions that Honourable 
Muktar Aliyu Betara has made over the 
years in general, and the remarkable 
way and manner he has been piloting the 
affairs of the Appropriations Committee 
since his appointment as its Chairman 
last year in particular. In the same vein, 
inquire from any of the citizens of Biu/
Bayo/Shani/Kwaya Kusar Federal 
Constituency, and he or she would not 
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think twice before regaling you with a 
long list of what their man at the House 
of Representatives has been doing for 
them year after year. These include finding employment opportunities for a 
number of them, awarding a scholarship 
to students, giving a helping hand to the 
poor and vulnerable in cash and kind, 
distributing empowerment items to the 
people to enable them to be self-reliant, 
and helping to ensure a number of 
constituency projects are located in the 
constituency.

What manner of a man is Honourable 
Muktar Aliyu Betara? What makes him 
tick? What motivates him to march confidently into areas which many of 
his peers are too scared to venture? 
What inspires him to serve his people selflessly, never expecting anything 

in return and hardly ever bowing to 
what is called donor fatigue? Why 
has he remained his ever-humble 
self despite the high position he has 
been occupying for over a decade 
now? Perhaps a brief perusal of his 
background will give an insight into 
these and related posers.

Honourable Muktar Aliyu Betara 
attended Biu Central Primary School 
where he obtained his First School Leaving Certificate in 1978. From 
there he proceeded to Biu Central 
Primary School and later Government 
Technical Secondary School, where 
bagged his Senior Secondary School Certificate in 1983. To keep aflame his 
quest for higher knowledge, he went 
to the famous Ramat Polytechnic, 
Maiduguri and graduated with 

a National Diploma in Business 
Administration in 1992. Rather than 
look back or remain satiated with his 
laurel, he enrolled at Ramat Polytechnic 
for his Higher National Diploma (HND) which he bagged with flying colours.

A member of the Institute of Cost 
Management (ICM), Honourable 
Muktar Aliyu Betara kept himself busy 
with his work subsequently. By this 
time, philanthropic efforts had caught 
the attention of the people in Biu and 
beyond who prevailed on him to run 
for a National Assembly seat. For 
Honourable Muktar Aliyu Betara being 
in government would give him the 
opportunity to serve the people. Truly 
so. His litany of achievements since 
2007 has carved a niche for himself as 
a veritable man of the people.         



77www.thinkersnewsng.com                                                                   THINKERS                         
@thinkersmaga         @ThinkersMag
thinkersmaga 
thinkersnewspaper/magazine

LEADING PARLIAMENTARIAN



                           THINKERS                                                                                          www.thinkersnewsng.com78

@thinkersmaga         @ThinkersMag
thinkersmaga 
thinkersnewspaper/magazine

POLITICS 

Mai Mala Buni: Man with magic 
wand to take APC to the next level

By Kachalla Bukar Awana 

O
ne of the posers which 
tickled a large number 
of the people of Yobe 
State on the one hand, 
and Nigerians in 

general on the other, at the tail 
end of 2018 was: Mai Mala who? 
The gentleman in question, Mai 
Mala Buni, had just been picked 
by the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) as its candidate 
in the governorship election in 
Yobe state, thus eliciting a buzz. 
Questions such as “Who is he?” 
“What manner of man is he?” “Is he equipped sufficiently enough 
to pilot Yobe’s affairs according 
to expectations?” and “How on 
earth did he manage to beat 
the other contestants, some 
heavyweight politicians in their 
own right, almost so effortlessly 
on his way to clinching the highly 

coveted APC nomination?” 
Swirled from one corner of the 
land to the other.

The reason for such posers is 
not hard to decipher given that 
being an unassuming, humble 
personality who would instead 
operate quietly but effectively 
in the background rather than 
amid the bubble of razzmatazz 
and self-promotion, Buni had 
mainly remained quiet for so 
long. So much so, that even 
as one of the leaders of APC 
at the national level (as he 
then was), he went about his 
duties and responsibilities in 
his characteristic proactive, efficient and diplomatic manner, 
shunning the kleighlight and 
controversies that seem to trail 
every step of the typical member 
of the APC National Working 
Committee (NWC).

The rest, as the saying goes, 

has since become history. With 
the support of the then Governor 
Ibrahim Geidam and a broad 
spectrum of the people of Yobe 
state, Buni not only won the 2019 
governorship poll but did so in 
a veritably emphatic manner 
that can best be described as 
landside. More importantly, 
since assuming the exalted 
throne on May 29, 2019, Buni has 
held all and sundry spellbound 
with his remarkable level of 
competence, capability and 
capacity to initiate and execute 
one people-oriented programme 
and policy after the other. Not 
unexpectedly, by the time he marked his first anniversary in 
the saddle recently, accolades 
upon accolades were showered 
upon him from the right, left and 
centre on account of the trail-
blazing attainments recorded 
within such a short time.
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Bearing in mind the foregoing, 
it came as little or no surprise 
when the goal-getting Yobe 
state governor was unanimously 
picked last week as the best man 
for the seemingly impossible 
task of piloting APC’s affairs 
for the next six months. This 
followed the dissolution of the 
party’s NWC by the National 
Executive Committee (NEC) 
during a make-or-mar meeting 
at the Presidential Villa in 
Abuja. Presided by President 
Muhammadu Buhari, those at 
the meeting unanimously picked 
Buni as chairman of the APC 
Caretaker Committee. Aside 
from cleaning the Augean stable 
of a party that had been crisis-
ridden for quite a while, Buni 
and members of the committee 
will climax their assignment 
by organizing an extraordinary 
national convention which will 
lead to the emergence of a new 
set of national leaders for the 
ruling party.

Had this challenging chore 
been entrusted to any other 
state chief executive, chances 
are that murmurs such as “His 
Excellency already has plenty 
to contend with on a day-to-day 
basis, more so as Boko Haram and bandits have intensified 
their terror activities in Yobe 
and neighbouring states lately…” 
would have rent the air. But such is the high level of confidence 
reposed in Buni by President 
Muhammadu Buhari, governors 
elected on the platform of APC at 
various levels and party leaders 
that the consensus was that at 
long last a Daniel (nay, Buni) has 
come to judgement at APC.

This is hardly surprising, given 
the sure-footed, result-oriented 
and visionary traits that Buni has 
brought to bear on governance 
in the past 13 months of his high-flying administration. The 
conventional wisdom is that 
having set the machinery of 
governance waltzing smoothly 
throughout every nook and 
cranny of Yobe state, the new 
responsibility on his shoulder 
will hardly be a burden for a 

man who even his harshest 
critics grudgingly concede that 
he is as a tireless leader as he 
is an indomitable administrator 
and manager.In fact, a flash-back to his 
exploits as one of APC’s top 
national leaders prior to his 
election as governors gives 
plenty cause for optimism. 
Unlike some NWC members 
who leveraged on their exalted positions to flex muscles with 
governors of their home states 
or party leaders at the state and 
local levels, Buni maintained 
cordial relations with all and 
sundry. In the same vein, instead 
of taking sides in the wars of 
attrition often associated with 
political parties, he elected 
instead to build bridges of unity 
and progress.

Against this backdrop, it is not difficult to comprehend the 
infectious optimism among all 
APC stakeholders across Nigeria 
that Buni and members of his 
committee will deliver. As Alhaji 
Farouk Musa, a chieftain of APC in 
Kano poignantly put it, “With His 
Excellency, Governor Mai Buni 
in the saddle of our great party, 
even the blind can see the light 
at the end of the tunnel for APC.” 
Truly so. With his impressive 
track record of performance 
and industry coupled with his 
solemn declaration to see the 
new assignment as a call to 
national service and the heart-
warming steps he has taken 
since his appointment last week, 
it is crystal clear that the man 
with the magic wand is set to 
shepherd APC to the next level.
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By Julie Reid, University of South 
Africa

I
f journalism is a force of immense influence – and I think it is, and should be – then it surely 
deserves scrutiny.” These are the 
words of Alan Rusbridger, former 

editor-in-chief of The Guardian in 
London.

News media sector representatives, 
journalists and editors often respond 
to criticism of the press with 
assertions that the freedom and 
independence of the news media 
must be protected at all costs. This is 
often an almost automatic knee-jerk 
reaction. For many, the freedom of 
the press is an infallible sacred cow. 
This line of argument is sometimes 
well placed. But at other times it is 
decidedly manipulative and unhelpful.

There is no question that the 
world’s investigative news media suffers significant strain. This results, in part, from the difficulties of financial sustainability and the 
crisis of credibility associated with 
campaigns that set out to delegitimise 
the media as well as fake news.

But it is also becoming increasingly 
more dangerous to be a journalist, 
especially for women. Direct threats 
to journalists are on the increase 
across the world. This includes 
assassinations, death threats and 
intimidation, arrests and detention, 
or online trolling.

In addition, political and 
governmental interference in the 
editorial independence of news 
outlets, politically connected media 
ownership and regulatory restrictions 
on freedom of expression and access 
to information are still prevalent in 
many countries.

It’s therefore easy to understand 
why journalists and media 
professionals automatically take up 
defensive positions when confronted 
with criticism. They feel as though 
they are under attack. And they are.

But too often genuine critique 
or evidence-based scrutiny of the 
news media’s performance by media 
analysts is unreasonably equated 
with the tack of the sinister forces 
who intend to do media workers 
serious harm.

The two cannot simply be equated. 

Differentiating criticism
The rantings of a crooked politician 

who dismisses the news media’s 
reportage as fake news and calls 
for draconian media regulations to 
conceal his own corruption is one 

The media often conflates malicious criticism 
with genuine critique: why it shouldn’t

thing. The critique and criticisms of 
media analysts, but more especially of 
ordinary citizens, whose only request 
is that the news media works better 
for them, is an entirely different 
matter. And ought to be respected.

Threats against the freedom of the 
press may be serious. But they are 
not the same thing as genuine and 
constructive criticism that aims to 
contribute to a more democratised 
media sphere, and one that operates 
to serve its audience better.

These two factors ought to be 
considered separately.

The loud defence of the journalistic 
ideal prompts the question: 
independent from what and from 
whom? Surely not from the equally 
important journalistic ideals of 
fairness, balance and impartiality?

And surely not from those whom 
the mainstream press professes 
to ‘serve’: the mediated public, 
the media audience and ordinary 
citizens?

The line of argument adopted by 
news practitioners, infused with 
connotations that the press ought 
to remain beyond reproach and 
untouchable in order to protect media 
freedom, has often proven unhelpful. 
This cop-out discoursal manoeuvre is irrational and unjustifiable. It is also 
an injustice to the billions of people 
who are media users, many of whom 
have legitimate grievances with the 
press.

The freedom of the press is 
important, and of course it must 
be protected. But the freedom of 
everybody else and of ordinary 
citizens is also important. It too 
should be taken into consideration.

Freedom of expression debates 
that focus solely on the freedom of 
expression rights of media workers 
can be a hindrance when they 
effectively block conversations 

about the freedom of expression 
and representation rights of media 
users and citizens. The right of 
freedom of expression of the press is 
traditionally regarded as universally 
so precious that any ‘meddling’ in content – despite the inherently problematic nature of that content – 
is widely regarded as patently wrong.

This simplistic and naive view 
relegates the notion of media freedom 
to the role of a beating stick to 
dissuade anyone from suggesting that 
news media content needs to improve 
or change. It immediately disables 
legitimate debate and introspection 
on the part of the media sector. The 
result is that opportunities to explore 
new ways of creating media content 
that speaks to, for and about ordinary 
media users is dismissed.

But contrary to the way in which it 
has been mythologised, the freedom 
of the press is not a magic wand that 
imbues the news media with the 
status of an untouchable golden calf. 
The press can be critiqued without 
its rights being infringed upon, just 
like anything else.

For these reasons, among others, 
I have argued elsewhere for a 
substantial revision of the popular 
way in which we think of the notion 
of media freedom.Our definition of media and press 
freedom needs to change because 
of the current exclusionary nature 
of the popular understandings of 
these terms. Much of the debate on 
media accountability has centred on 
the tension that this causes between 
journalistic autonomy and the 
public’s need for a responsible press.

But, if we were to understand 
media freedom differently, this 
relationship may involve less tension 
and more balance.

Culled from www.theconversation.com
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By Oludayo Tade, University of 
Ibadan

B
etween 2010 and 2015, 
Nigeria lost 6,500 citizens 
and 62,000 others were 
displaced from their 
homelands in 850 recorded 

violent clashes between herdsmen 
and farmers in the Middle Belt region 
of the country. These deaths were 
more than what records show.

Available studies have looked into 
the causes and consequences of the 
clashes and made policy suggestions. 
But very little is known about victims’ 
experiences. This is important for 
policy formulation, implementation 
and other forms of intervention.

In our study, we examined the 
experiences of herding and farming 
communities in Nasarawa State, 
north central Nigeria who had been 
victims of the violence. We embarked 
on the research because news reports 
had constructed the perpetrators of 
violence as herders who should be 
punished and farming communities as 
victims who should be compensated.

To get a more balanced view of 
people’s experiences we sought 
responses from people who had 
been victims in both the farming and 
herding communities in Nasarawa State. We spoke with officials of 
the Cattle Breeders Association of 
Nigeria, Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeding 
Association of Nigeria and displaced 
members of the farming communities 
who were accommodated in a camp.

In the balance of tales, both farming 
and herding communities claimed 
victimhood status.

We found that farming communities 

Conflict between herders and 
farmers: Nigeria needs to accept 
there are victims on both sides

suffered internal displacement 
resulting from the destruction of 
farmland, forceful takeover of their 
community, destruction of livelihoods 
and human fatalities. We also found 
that herding communities suffered 
from the destruction of livelihood 
(such as the killing of cows), cattle 
rustling and human fatalities.

Farming communities’ perspective
We found that farmers suffered 

different forms of losses, including 
houses, property, farm produce, 
animals and close or distant relations. 
Some were direct victims, others 
combined both direct and indirect 
statuses while the third category only 
suffered vicariously. One 25-year-old 
married man we spoke to recounted:

I have lost my properties, food and clothes. My house was set on fire 
including the yam, guinea corn, and 
maize that I have in my food barn. In 
fact, I even lost my elder brother who 
was killed by this Fulani people when 
our village was attacked.

A 55-year-old married man told us:
My house and properties and farm 

produce were all destroyed by the 
herdsmen. In fact, they have taken 
over our community and are using it 
as their camps.

The effects of the violence extended 
to non-farming activities as the hostile environment made it difficult 
for farmers to conduct business 
transactions. For example, small 
business owners reported losing both 
their capital and investment to the conflict. A 30-year-old man shared his 
experience:

I owned a football viewing centre and 
I just did my subscription for matches. 
But now that we are displaced, the 

money for the subscription plus the 
business has ended.

The experience of herding 
communities

It was not possible to meet with 
the direct victims in the herding 
community because of their nomadic 
life. Instead, we interviewed 
executive members of a cattle herders 
association which speaks on behalf of 
the herding community.

Those we spoke to talked about 
herders losing the mainstay of their economy and livelihoods – their 
cattle. A key interviewee was the 
leader of Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders 
Association of Nigeria, Nasarawa 
chapter. He observed that:

We cannot estimate (the loss). The 
Fulani are the victims. They have 
lost thousands of their cows and 
uncountable people. Because some 
people are coming from different 
states I cannot record those ones that 
are not from my state. I don’t have the right figures of herders that migrated 
from Bauchi, Plateau, Katsina to 
Nasarawa and were killed here. Most 
of the corpses are not even seen … The 
Fulani as a whole have lost so many 
things. The challenge we have is that 
our loss is not being aired out like that 
of the farmers. We don’t have control 
or access to the social media, and other 
forms of media outlet like the others 
(farmers). But let me tell you we have 
lost a lot of things. So many lives of 
the herders have been lost in these conflicts. Hundreds and thousands of 
cows have been rustled too.

The quote also highlights how 
the herders feel marginalised by the 
media.

It’s clear how central the cattle 
economy is to a Fulani herder and to 
what extent he can go to protect his 
livelihood. The chairman of Miyyetti 
Allah also described the mindset of a 
typical Fulani man:

For a Fulani man, for you to seize 
his cows he prefers to die. He does not have any certificate to tender to federal 
or state government. He does not have any certificate to tender to state or 
local government for employment. For 
him, his cows are his livelihood. He 
prefers to die. If you kill me, you take 
the cow.

What can be done
Interventions to deal with the conflict must target alternative 

livelihood sources and deal with the factors that caused the conflict. And 
victim compensation funds may be 
created to attend to the needs of 
victims.

To avoid food insecurity, 
government must depoliticise the response to the conflict and provide 
adequate and timely intervention to 
prevent more violence.

Culled from www.theconversation.com
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T
he World Health Organisation 
(WHO) provides this timeline 
of the organization’s COVID-19 
response activities for general 
information. WHO updates the 

timeline on a regular basis and in light 
of evolving events and new information. Unless noted otherwise, country-specific 
information and data are as reported to 
WHO by its Member States. 

This timeline supersedes the WHO 
Rolling Updates and WHO Timeline 
statement published in April 2020. It is 
not intended to be exhaustive and does 
not contain details of every event or WHO 
activity. 

As of 29 June 2020, the following 
milestones and events focused on 
COVID-19 have taken place: 

The Director-General and Executive 
Director of the WHO Health Emergencies Programme have held 75 media briefings. 
The Director-General’s opening remarks, 
transcripts, videos and audio recordings for these media briefings are available 
online.

There have been 23 Member State Briefings and information sessions.
WHO convenes international expert 

networks, covering topics such as 
clinical management, laboratory and 
virology, infection prevention and 
control, mathematical modelling, 
seroepidemiology, and research and 
development for diagnostics, therapeutics 
and vaccines, which have held frequent 
teleconferences, starting in early January. 
These networks include thousands of 

Timeline of WHO’s 
response to COVID-19

scientists, medical and public health 
professionals from around the world.

EPI-WIN, WHO’s information 
network for epidemics, has convened 60 
technical webinars, making available 287 
expert panellists to more than 13,500 
participants, from more than 120 countries 
and territories, with representation from 
as many as 460 organizations.

The OpenWHO platform has had more than 3.7 million enrolments, over 80% 
of which are in COVID-19 courses. Free 
training is available on 13 different topics 
translated into 31 languages to support 
the coronavirus response, for a total of 100 
COVID-19 courses.

WHO’s landscape of COVID-19 
candidate vaccines lists 17 candidate 
vaccines in clinical evaluation and 132 in 
preclinical evaluation.

The Strategic and Technical Advisory 
Group on Infectious Hazards (STAG-
IH) has met 35 times. STAG-IH provides 
independent advice and analysis to the 
WHO Health Emergencies Programme 
on the infectious hazards that may pose a 
threat to global health security.

In addition to the selected guidance 
included below, all of WHO’s technical 
guidance on COVID-19 can be found online 
here. 

All events listed below are in the Geneva, 
Switzerland time zone (CET/CEST). Note 
that the dates listed for documents are based on when they were finalised and 
timestamped.

31 Dec 2019

WHO’s Country Office in the People’s 
Republic of China picked up a media 
statement by the Wuhan Municipal Health 
Commission from their website on cases 
of ‘viral pneumonia’ in Wuhan, People’s 
Republic of China.The Country Office notified the 
International Health Regulations (IHR) focal point in the WHO Western Pacific Regional Office about the Wuhan Municipal 
Health Commission media statement of the 
cases and provided a translation of it.

WHO’s Epidemic Intelligence from Open 
Sources (EIOS) platform also picked up a 
media report on ProMED (a programme 
of the International Society for Infectious 
Diseases) about the same cluster of cases 
of “pneumonia of unknown cause”, in 
Wuhan.

Several health authorities from around 
the world contacted WHO seeking 
additional information.

1 January 2020
WHO requested information on the 

reported cluster of atypical pneumonia 
cases in Wuhan from the Chinese 
authorities.

WHO activated its Incident Management 
Support Team (IMST), as part of its 
emergency response framework, which 
ensures coordination of activities and 
response across the three levels of WHO 
(Headquarters, Regional, Country) for 
public health emergencies.

2 January 2020
The WHO Representative in China 

wrote to the National Health Commission, 
offering WHO support and repeating the 
request for further information on the 
cluster of cases.

WHO informed Global Outbreak Alert 
and Response Network (GOARN) partners 
about the cluster of pneumonia cases in 
the People’s Republic of China. GOARN 
partners include major public health 
agencies, laboratories, sister UN agencies, 
international organizations and NGOs.

3 January 2020Chinese officials provided information 
to WHO on the cluster of cases of ‘viral pneumonia of unknown cause’ identified 
in Wuhan. 

4  January 2020
WHO tweeted that there was a cluster of pneumonia cases – with no deaths – in 

Wuhan, Hubei province, People’s Republic 
of China, and that investigations to identify 
the cause were underway.  

5 January 2020
WHO shared detailed information 

about a cluster of cases of pneumonia 
of unknown cause through the IHR 
(2005) Event Information System, which 
is accessible to all Member States. The 
event notice provided information on the 
cases and advised Member States to take 
precautions to reduce the risk of acute 
respiratory infections.  WHO also issued its first Disease 
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Outbreak News report. This is a public, 
web-based platform for the publication 
of technical information addressed to the scientific and public health communities, as 
well as global media. The report contained 
information about the number of cases 
and their clinical status; details about 
the Wuhan national authority’s response 
measures; and WHO’s risk assessment 
and advice on public health measures. It 
advised that “WHO’s recommendations on 
public health measures and surveillance of influenza and severe acute respiratory 
infections still apply”.

9 January 2020
WHO reported that Chinese authorities 

have determined that the outbreak is 
caused by a novel coronavirus.WHO convened the first of many 
teleconferences with global expert 
networks, beginning with the Clinical 
Network.

10 January 2020
The Global Coordination Mechanism 

for Research and Development to 
prevent and respond to epidemics held its first teleconference on the novel coronavirus, as did the Scientific Advisory 
Group of the research and development 
(R&D) Blueprint, a global strategy and 
preparedness plan that allows the rapid 
activation of research and development 
activities during epidemics.

The Director-General spoke with the 
Head of the National Health Commission 
of the People’s Republic of China. He also 
had a call to share information with the 
Director of the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The Strategic and Technical Advisory 
Group on Infectious Hazards (STAG-IH) held its first meeting on the novel 
coronavirus outbreak.

10-12 January 2020
WHO published a comprehensive 

package of guidance documents for 
countries, covering topics related to the 

management of an outbreak of a new 
disease:

Infection prevention and control
Laboratory testing
National capacities review tool
Risk communication and community 

engagement
Disease Commodity Package (v1)
Disease Commodity Package (v2)
Travel advice
Clinical managementSurveillance case definitions
11 January 2020
WHO tweeted that it had received 

the genetic sequences for the novel 
coronavirus from the People’s Republic of 
China and expected these to soon be made 
publicly available. Chinese media reported the first death 
from the novel coronavirus. 

 
12 January 2020WHO convened the first teleconference 

with the diagnostics and laboratories 
global expert network.

13 January 2020
The Ministry of Public Health in 

Thailand reported an imported case of lab-confirmed novel coronavirus from Wuhan, the first recorded case outside of 
the People’s Republic of China.WHO publishes first protocol for a RT-
PCR assay by a WHO partner laboratory to 
diagnose the novel coronavirus.

14 January 2020 WHO held a press briefing during which 
it stated that, based on experience with 
respiratory pathogens, the potential for 
human-to-human transmission in the 41 confirmed cases in the People’s Republic 
of China existed: “it is certainly possible 
that there is limited human-to-human 
transmission”.

WHO tweeted that preliminary 
investigations by the Chinese authorities 
had found “no clear evidence of human-to-
human transmission”. In its risk assessment, 

WHO said additional investigation was 
“needed to ascertain the presence of 
human-to-human transmission, modes of 
transmission, common source of exposure 
and the presence of asymptomatic or mildly 
symptomatic cases that are undetected”. 

16 January 2020
The Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare informed WHO of a confirmed 

case of a novel coronavirus in a person who 
travelled to Wuhan. This was the second confirmed case detected outside of the 
People’s Republic of China. WHO stated 
that considering global travel patterns, 
additional cases in other countries were 
likely.

The Pan American Health Organization/WHO Regional office for 
the Americas (PAHO/AMRO) issued its first epidemiological alert on the 
novel coronavirus. The alert included 
recommendations covering international 
travellers, infection prevention and control 
measures and laboratory testing.  

17 January 2020WHO convened the first meeting of the 
analysis and modelling working group for 
the novel coronavirus.  

19 January 2020The WHO Western Pacific Regional Office (WHO/WPRO) tweeted that, 
according to the latest information received 
and WHO analysis, there was evidence of 
limited human-to-human transmission. 

20 January 2020
WHO published guidance on home care 

for patients with suspected infection.

20-21 January 2020WHO conducted the first mission to Wuhan and met with public health officials 
to learn about the response to the cluster 
of cases of novel coronavirus.  

 January 2020 
WHO/WPRO tweeted that it was now 
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very clear from the latest information that 
there was “at least some human-to-human 
transmission”, and that infections among 
health care workers strengthened the 
evidence for this. 

The United States of America (USA) reported its first confirmed case of the novel coronavirus. This was the first case 
in the WHO Region of the Americas.WHO convened the first meeting of 
the global expert network on infection 
prevention and control. 

22 January 2020
The WHO mission to Wuhan issued a 

statement saying that evidence suggested 
human-to-human transmission in Wuhan 
but that more investigation was needed to 
understand the full extent of transmission.

22-23 January 2020
The WHO Director-General convened an 

IHR Emergency Committee (EC) regarding 

the outbreak of novel coronavirus. The EC 
was comprised of 15 independent experts 
from around the world and was charged 
with advising the Director-General as to 
whether the outbreak constituted a public 
health emergency of international concern 
(PHEIC).

The Committee was not able to reach 
a conclusion on 22 January based on 
the limited information available. As 
the Committee was not able to make a 
recommendation, the Director-General 
asked the Committee to continue its 
deliberations the next day. The Director-General held a media briefing on the novel 
coronavirus, to provide an update on the 
Committee’s deliberations.

The EC met again on 23 January and 
members were equally divided as to 
whether the event constituted a PHEIC, 
as several members considered that 
there was still not enough information 
for it, given its restrictive and binary 
nature (only PHEIC or no PHEIC can be 
determined; there is no intermediate level 
of warning). As there was a divergence of 

views, the EC did not advise the Director-
General that the event constituted a PHEIC 
but said it was ready to be reconvened 
within 10 days. The EC formulated advice 
for WHO, the People’s Republic of China, 
other countries and the global community.

The Director-General accepted the 
advice of the Committee and held a second media briefing, giving a statement on the 
advice of the EC and what WHO was doing 
in response to the outbreak.

24 January 2020
France informed WHO of three cases 

of novel coronavirus, all of whom had travelled from Wuhan. These were the first confirmed cases in the WHO European 
region (EURO).

WHO held an informal consultation on 
the prioritization of candidate therapeutic 
agents for use in novel coronavirus 
infection.

The Director of the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO) urged countries in 
the Americas to be prepared to detect 
early, isolate and care for patients infected 
with the new coronavirus, in case of 
receiving travelers from countries where 
there was ongoing transmission of novel 
coronavirus cases. The Director spoke at a PAHO briefing for ambassadors of the 
Americas to the Organization of American 
States (OAS) in Washington.

25 January 2020
The WHO Regional Director for Europe 

issued a public statement outlining the 
importance of being ready at the local and 
national levels for detecting cases, testing 
samples and clinical management.WHO released its first free online course 
on the novel coronavirus on its OpenWHO 
learning platform.

27 January 2020
The WHO Regional Director for South-

East Asia issued a press release that 
urged countries in the Region to focus on 
their readiness for the rapid detection of 

imported cases and prevention of further 
spread.

27-28 January 2020
A senior WHO delegation led by the 

Director-General arrived in Beijing to 
meet Chinese leaders, learn more about 
the response in the People’s Republic of 
China, and to offer technical assistance. 
The Director-General met with President 
Xi Jinping on 28 January, and discussed 
continued collaboration on containment 
measures in Wuhan, public health 
measures in other cities and provinces, 
conducting further studies on the 
severity and transmissibility of the virus, 
continuing to share data, and a request 
for China to share biological material with 
WHO. They agreed that an international 
team of leading scientists should travel to 
China to better understand the context, 
the overall response, and exchange 
information and experience.

29 January 2020
On his return to Switzerland from China, 

the Director-General presented an update 
to Member States on the response to the 
outbreak of novel coronavirus infection 
in China, at the 30th Meeting of the 
Programme, Budget and Administration 
Committee (PBAC) of the Executive 
Board. He informed the PBAC that he had 
reconvened the Emergency Committee 
on the novel coronavirus under the IHR 
(2005), which would meet the following 
day to advise on whether the outbreak 
constituted a PHEIC.

The Director-General also held a press briefing on his visit to China and announced 
the reconvening of the EC the next day. 
The Director-General based the decision 
to reconvene on the “deeply concerning” 
continued increase in cases and evidence 
of human-to-human transmission outside 
China, in addition to the numbers outside 
China holding the potential for a much 
larger outbreak, even though they were 
still relatively small. The Director-General 
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also spoke of his agreement with President 
Xi Jinping that WHO would lead a team of 
international experts to visit China as soon 
as possible to work with the government 
on increasing the understanding of the 
outbreak, to guide global response efforts.WHO held the first of its weekly 
informal discussions with a group of public 
health leaders from around the world, in 
line with its commitment to conducting 
listening exercises and outreach beyond 
formal mechanisms.

The United Arab Emirates reported the first cases in the WHO Eastern 
Mediterranean Region. The Regional Director affirmed that the Regional Office 
continued to monitor disease trends and 
work with Member States to ensure the 
ability “to detect and respond to potential 
cases”.        

The Pandemic Supply Chain Network 
(PSCN) created by WHO, in collaboration 
with the World Economic Forum, held its first meeting. The mission of PSCN is 
“to create and manage a market network 
allowing for WHO and private sector 
partners to access any supply chain 
functionality and asset from end-to-end 
anywhere in the world at any scale”.

WHO published advice on the use of 
masks in the community, during home care 
and in health care settings.

30 January 2020WHO held a Member State briefing 
to provide more information about the 
outbreak.

The WHO Director-General reconvened 
the IHR Emergency Committee (EC).

The EC advised the Director-General 
that the outbreak now met the criteria for 
a PHEIC. The Director-General accepted 
the EC’s advice and declared the novel 
coronavirus outbreak a PHEIC. At that time 
there were 98 cases and no deaths in 18 
countries outside China. Four countries 
had evidence (8 cases) of human-to-human 
transmission outside China (Germany, 
Japan, the United States of America, and 
Viet Nam).

The EC formulated advice for the 
People’s Republic of China, all countries 
and the global community, which the 
Director-General accepted and issued 
as Temporary Recommendations under 
the IHR. The Director-General gave a 
statement, providing an overview of 
the situation in China and globally; the 
statement also explained the reasoning 
behind the decision to declare a PHEIC and 
outlined the EC’s recommendations.

31 January 2020
WHO’s Regional Director for Africa sent 

out a guidance note to all countries in the 
Region emphasising the importance of 
readiness and early detection of cases.

2 February 2020
First dispatch of RT-PCR lab diagnostic kits shipped to WHO Regional Offices.
3 February 2020WHO finalised its Strategic 

Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP), 
centred on improving capacity to detect, 
prepare and respond to the outbreak. The 
SPRP translated what had been learned 
about the virus at that stage into strategic 
action to guide the development of national 
and regional operational plans. Its content 
is structured around how to rapidly 
establish international coordination, scale 
up country preparedness and response 
operations, and accelerate research and 
innovation.

4 February 2020
The WHO Director-General asked the 

UN Secretary-General to activate the UN 
crisis management policy, which held its first meeting on 11 February.

During the 146th Executive Board, WHO held a technical briefing on the novel 
coronavirus. In his opening remarks, the 
Director-General urged Member States to 
prepare themselves by taking action now, 
saying “We have a window of opportunity. While 99% of cases are in China, in the rest 
of the world we only have 176 cases”.

Responding to a question at the 
Executive Board, the Secretariat said, “it is 
possible that there may be individuals who 
are asymptomatic that shed virus, but we 
need more detailed studies around this to 
determine how often that is happening and 
if this is leading to secondary transmission”.

5 February 2020
WHO’s headquarters began holding daily media briefings on the novel coronavirus, the first time that WHO has held daily briefings by the Director-

General or Executive Director of the WHO 
Health Emergencies Programme.

9 February 2020
WHO deployed an advance team for the 

WHO-China Joint Mission, having received final sign-off from the People’s Republic 
of China that day. The mission had been 
agreed between the Director-General 
and President Xi Jinping during the WHO 
delegation’s visit to China at the end of 
January. The advance team completed five days of intensive preparation for the 
Mission, working with China’s National 
Health Commission, the Chinese Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention, local 
partners and related entities and the WHO China Country Office. 

11 February 2020
WHO announced that the disease 

caused by the novel coronavirus would be 
named COVID-19. Following best practices, 
the name of the disease was chosen to 
avoid inaccuracy and stigma and therefore 
did not refer to a geographical location, an 
animal, an individual or group of people. 

11-12 February 2020
WHO convened a Global Research 

and Innovation Forum on the novel 
coronavirus, attended in person by more 
than 300 experts and funders from 48 
countries, with a further 150 joining 
online. Participants came together to 

assess the level of knowledge, identify gaps 
and work together to accelerate and fund 
priority research, with equitable access as 
a fundamental principle underpinning this 
work.

Topics covered by the Forum included: 
the origin of the virus, natural history, 
transmission, diagnosis; epidemiological 
studies; clinical characterization and 
management; infection prevention and 
control; R&D for candidate therapeutics 
and vaccines; ethical considerations for 
research; and the integration of the social 
sciences into the outbreak response.

The Forum was convened in line with the 
WHO R&D Blueprint, which was activated 
to accelerate diagnostics, vaccines and 
therapeutics for this novel coronavirus.

12 February 2020
Supplementing the SPRP with further 

detail, WHO published Operational 
Planning Guidelines to Support Country 
Preparedness and Response, structured 
around the eight pillars of country-level 
coordination, planning, and monitoring; 
risk communication and community 
engagement; surveillance, rapid response 
teams, and case investigation; points of 
entry; national laboratories; infection 
prevention and control; case management; 
and operational support and logistics. 
These guidelines operationalised technical 
guidance, such as that published on 10-12 
January.

13 February 2020
WHO’s Digital Solutions Unit convened 

a roundtable of 30 companies in Silicon 
Valley to help build support for WHO to 
keep people safe and informed about 
COVID-19.

14 February 2020
Based on lessons learned from 

the H1N1 and Ebola outbreaks, WHO finalised guidelines for organizers of mass 
gatherings, in light of COVID-19.

15 February 2020
The Director-General spoke at the 

Munich Security Conference, a global 
forum dedicated to issues of international 
security, including health security, where 
he also held several bilateral meetings

In his speech, the Director-General 
made three requests of the international 
community: use the window of opportunity 
to intensify preparedness, adopt a whole-
of-government approach and be guided by 
solidarity, not stigma. He also expressed 
concern at the global lack of urgency in 
funding the response.

16 February 2020
The WHO-China Joint Mission began 

its work. As part of the mission to assess 
the seriousness of this new disease; its 
transmission dynamics; and the nature and 
impact of China’s control measures, teams made field visits to Beijing, Guangdong, 
Sichuan and Wuhan.

The Mission consisted of 25 national 
and international experts from the People’s 
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Republic of China, Germany, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea, Nigeria, the Russian 
Federation, Singapore, the United States of 
America and WHO, all selected after broad 
consultation to secure the best talent from 
a diversity of geographies and specialties. 
It was led by a Senior Advisor to the WHO 
Director-General, with the Head of Expert 
Panel of COVID-19 Response at the China 
National Health Commission (NHC) as co-
lead. 

Throughout the global outbreak, WHO 
has regularly sent missions to countries 
to learn from and support responses, at 
the request of the affected Member State. 
Particularly in the early stages of the 
worldwide COVID-19 response, missions 
went to countries facing relatively high 
levels of community transmission, such 
as the Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy, and 
Spain.  

19 February 2020Weekly WHO Member State Briefings 
on COVID-19 began, to share the latest 
knowledge and insights on COVID-19.  

21 February 2020
The WHO Director-General appointed 

six special envoys on COVID-19, to provide 
strategic advice and high-level political 
advocacy and engagement in different 
parts of the world:

Professor Dr Maha El Rabbat, former 
Minister of Health of Egypt;

Dr David Nabarro, former special 
adviser to the UN Secretary-General on the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and Climate Change;

Dr John Nkengasong, Director of the 
African Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention;

Dr Mirta Roses, former Director of the 
WHO Region of the Americas;

Dr Shin Young-soo, former Regional 
Director of the WHO Region of the Western Pacific;

Professor Samba Sow, Director-General 
of the Center for Vaccine Development in 
Mali.

24 February 2020
The Team Leaders of the WHO-China 

Joint Mission on COVID-19 held a press conference to report on the main findings 
of the mission.

The Mission warned that “much of 
the global community is not yet ready, 
in mindset and materially, to implement 
the measures that have been employed to 
contain COVID-19 in China”.

The Mission stressed that “to reduce 
COVID-19 illness and death, near-term 
readiness planning must embrace the 
large-scale implementation of high-
quality, non-pharmaceutical public health 
measures”, such as case detection and 
isolation, contact tracing and monitoring/
quarantining and community engagement.

Major recommendations were 
developed for the People’s Republic of 
China, countries with imported cases and/
or outbreaks of COVID-19, uninfected 
countries, the public and the international 
community. For example, in addition to 

the above, countries with imported cases 
and/or outbreaks were recommended to 
“immediately activate the highest level of 
national Response Management protocols 
to ensure the all-of-government and all-
of-society approach needed to contain 
COVID-19”.

Success was presented as dependent 
on fast decision-making by top leaders, 
operational thoroughness by public health 
systems and societal engagement.

In addition to the Mission press 
conference, WHO published operational 
considerations for managing COVID-19 
cases and outbreaks on board ships, 
following the outbreak of COVID-19 during 
an international voyage.

25 February 2020Confirmation of the first case in WHO’s 
African Region, in Algeria. This followed 
the earlier reporting of a case in Egypt, the first on the African continent. The Regional 
Director for Africa called for countries to 
step up their readiness.

27 February 2020
WHO published guidance on the rational 

use of personal protective equipment, in 
view of global shortages. This provided 
recommendations on the type of personal 
protective equipment to use depending on 
the settig, personnel and type of activity.

28 February 2020
The Report of the WHO-China Joint 

Mission was issued, as a reference point for 
countries on measures needed to contain 
COVID-19.

29 February 2020
WHO published considerations for the 

quarantine of individuals in the context of 
containment for COVID-19. This described 
who should be quarantined and the 
minimum conditions for quarantine to 
avoid the risk of further transmission.

3 March 2020
WHO issued a call for industry and 

governments to increase manufacturing by 
40 per cent to meet rising global demand 
in response to the shortage of personal 
protective equipment endangering health 
workers worldwide.This call fits within a broader scope 
of ongoing engagement with industry, 
through WHO’s EPI-WIN network and 
via partners, such as the International 
Chamber of Commerce and World 
Economic Forum, the latter of which has supported COVID-19 media briefings at 
the regional level.

6 March 2020
WHO published the Global Research 

Roadmap for the novel coronavirus 
developed by the working groups of the 
Research Forum.

The Roadmap outlines key research 
priorities in nine key areas. These 
include the natural history of the virus, 
epidemiology, diagnostics, clinical 
management, ethical considerations and 
social sciences, as well as longer-term 

goals for therapeutics and vaccines.
7 March 2020To mark the number of confirmed 

COVID-19 cases surpassing 100 000 
globally, WHO issued a statement calling 
for action to stop, contain, control, delay 
and reduce the impact of the virus at every 
opportunity.

WHO issued a consolidated package 
of existing guidance covering the 
preparedness, readiness and response 
actions for four different transmission 
scenarios: no cases, sporadic cases, clusters 
of cases and community transmission.

9 March 2020
The Global Preparedness Monitoring 

Board, an independent high-level body 
established by WHO and the World 
Bank, responsible for monitoring global 
preparedness for health emergencies, 
called for an immediate injection of $8 
billion for the COVID-19 response to: 
support WHO to coordinate and prioritize 
support efforts to the most vulnerable 
countries; develop new diagnostics, 
therapeutics, and vaccines; strengthen 
unmet needs for regional surveillance and coordination; and to ensure sufficient 
supplies of protective equipment for health 
workers.

10 March 2020
WHO, UNICEF and the International 

Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) issued guidance outlining 
critical considerations and practical 
checklists to keep schools safe, with tips for 
parents and caregivers, as well as children 
and students themselves.

11 March 2020
Deeply concerned both by the alarming 

levels of spread and severity, and by the 
alarming levels of inaction, WHO made 
the assessment that COVID-19 could be 
characterized as a pandemic.

Speaking at the COVID-19 media briefing, the Director-General highlighted 
how WHO had been in full response mode since being notified of the first cases and 
“called every day for countries to take 
urgent and aggressive action”.

Recognising that COVID-19 was not just 
a public health crisis but one that would 
touch every sector, he restated WHO’s call – made from the beginning – for 
countries to take a whole-of-government, 
whole-of-society approach, built around 
a comprehensive strategy to prevent 
infections, save lives and minimize impact.

Emphasising that “we cannot say this 
loudly enough, or clearly enough, or often 
enough”, he stressed that “all countries can 
still change the course of this pandemic” if 
they “detect, test, treat, isolate, trace, and 
mobilize their people in the response”.

He stressed that “the challenge for many 
countries who are now dealing with large 
clusters or community transmission is not whether they can do the same – it’s 
whether they will”.

13 March 2020
The Director-General said that Europe 
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had become the epicentre of the pandemic 
with more reported cases and deaths than 
the rest of the world combined, apart from 
the People’s Republic of China.

WHO, the UN Foundation and partners 
launched the COVID-19 Solidarity 
Response Fund to receive donations from 
private individuals, corporations and 
institutions. In just 10 days, the Fund raised 
more than $70 million, from more than 
187,000 individuals and organizations, to 
help health workers on the front lines to 
do their life-saving work, treat patients 
and advance research for treatments and 
vaccines.

16 March 2020
WHO launched the COVID-19 Partners 

Platform as an enabling tool for all 
countries, implementing partners, donors 
and contributors to collaborate in the 
global COVID-19 response. The Partners 
Platform features real-time tracking to 
support the planning, implementation and 
resourcing of country preparedness and 
response activities.

17 March 2020
WHO, together with the International 

Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC), International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) and the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) published 
guidance on scaling-up COVID-19 outbreak 
readiness and response operations in 
camps and camp-like settings.

18 March 2020
WHO and partners launched the 

Solidarity trial, an international clinical 
trial that aims to generate robust data from around the world to find the most effective 
treatments for COVID-19. 

While randomized clinical trials 
normally take years to design and conduct, 
the Solidarity trial was designed to 
accelerate this process. Enrolling patients 
in one single randomized trial was to help 
facilitate the rapid worldwide comparison 
of unproven treatments. This arrangement 
was also to overcome the risk of multiple 
small trials not generating the strong 
evidence needed to determine the relative 
effectiveness of potential treatments.

WHO published guidance on mental 
health and psychosocial considerations 
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

20 March 2020
WHO Health Alert, which offers instant 

and accurate information about COVID-19, 
launched on WhatsApp. It is available in 
multiple languages with users around the 
world.

21 March 2020
In light of many Member States facing 

shortfalls in testing capacity, WHO 
published laboratory testing strategy 
recommendations for COVID-19.  

23 March 2020
WHO and FIFA launched the ‘Pass 

the message to kick out coronavirus’ 
awareness campaign, led by world-

renowned footballers, who called on 
people around the world to protect their 
health, through hand washing, coughing 
etiquette, not touching one’s face, 
maintaining physical distance and staying 
home if feeling unwell. 

25 March 2020
The UN Global Humanitarian Response 

Plan was launched by the WHO Director-
General, UN Secretary-General, UN Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and UNICEF Executive Director.

WHO also updated its operational 
planning guidelines to help countries 
balance the demands of responding 
directly to COVID-19 while maintaining 
essential health service delivery, protecting 
health care workers and mitigating the risk 
of system collapse.

26 March 2020
The Director-General addressed the 

Extraordinary G20 Summit on COVID-19, 
chaired by King Salman of Saudi Arabia, and called on G20 leaders to fight, unite, 
and ignite against COVID-19.   

In the opening of their Statement for 
the Summit, the G20 Leaders said they 
were “committed to do whatever it takes 
to overcome the pandemic, along with 
the World Health Organization (WHO)”. 
They also stated they would “strengthen 
health systems globally, including through 
supporting the full implementation of the 
WHO International Health Regulations 
(IHR 2005)”.

The Statement went on to outline that 
the Leaders “fully support and commit to 
further strengthen the WHO’s mandate in coordinating the international fight against 
the pandemic, including the protection 
of front-line health workers, delivery of 
medical supplies, especially diagnostic 
tools, treatments, medicines, and vaccines”.

The Leaders said they would “quickly 
work together and with stakeholders to close the financing gap in the WHO 
Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan” 
and also committed to “provide immediate 
resources to the WHO’s COVID-19 
Solidarity Response Fund”, calling upon 
all countries, international organizations, 
the private sector, philanthropies, and 
individuals to contribute to these efforts.

Aside from the G20, WHO joined with 
UNESCO and other partners to launch the 
Global Education Coalition to facilitate 
inclusive learning opportunities for 
children and youth during this period of 
sudden and unprecedented educational 
disruption.

28 March 2020
With many health facilities around the world overwhelmed by the influx of 

COVID-19 patients seeking medical care, 
WHO published a manual on how to set 
up and manage a severe acute respiratory 
infection treatment centre and a severe 
acute respiratory infection screening 
facility in health care facilities to optimise 
patient care. 

30 March 2020  

The Director-General called on countries 
to work with companies to increase 
production; to ensure the free movement 
of essential health products; and to ensure 
equitable distribution, having spoken to 
G20 trade ministers about ways to address 
chronic shortages earlier in the day.

At this point, WHO had shipped almost 2 
million individual items of protective gear 
to 74 countries that needed them most 
and was working intensively with several 
partners to massively increase access to 
life-saving products, including diagnostics, 
personal protective equipment, medical 
oxygen, ventilators and more.

31 March 2020
WHO issued a Medical Product 

Alert warning consumers, healthcare 
professionals, and health authorities against a growing number of falsified 
medical products that claim to prevent, 
detect, treat or cure COVID-19. WHO published a Scientific Brief on the 
off-label use of medicines for COVID-19, 
addressing the issue of compassionate use.

WHO announced the launch of a chatbot 
with Rakuten Viber, a free messaging and 
calling app. Subscribers to the WHO Viber chatbot receive notifications with the latest 
news and information directly from WHO. 
It is available in multiple languages with 
users around the world. 

2 April 2020
WHO reported on evidence of 

transmission from symptomatic, pre-
symptomatic and asymptomatic people 
infected with COVID-19, noting that 
transmission from a pre-symptomatic case 
can occur before symptom onset.

4 April 2020
WHO reported that over 1 million cases of COVID-19 had been confirmed 

worldwide, a more than tenfold increase in 
less than a month.

6 April 2020
WHO issued updated guidance on 

masks, including a new section on advice 
to decision-makers on mask use by healthy 
people in communities.

7 April 2020
World Health Day focused on celebrating 

the work of nurses and midwives at the 
forefront of the COVID-19 response.

WHO issued a document outlining what 
the health sector/system can do to address 
COVID-19 and violence against women.WHO finalised practical considerations 
for religious leaders and faith-based 
communities in the context of COVID-19. 

8 April 2020
The UN COVID-19 Supply Chain Task 

Force was launched to coordinate and 
scale up the procurement and distribution 
of personal protective equipment, lab 
diagnostics and oxygen to the countries 
most in need.
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9 April 2020WHO marked 100 days since the first 
cases of ‘pneumonia with unknown cause’ 
were reported with an overview of key 
events and efforts taken to stop the spread 
of coronavirus.  

11 April 2020
WHO published a draft landscape of 

COVID-19 candidate vaccines, on the basis 
of a systematic assessment of candidates 
from around the world, which continues to 
be updated.  

13 April 2020
WHO published a statement by 130 

scientists, funders and manufacturers 
from around the world, in which they 
committed to working with WHO to speed 
the development of a vaccine against 
COVID-19.

14 April 2020
WHO published a COVID-19 strategy 

update, with guidance for countries 
preparing for a phased transition from 
widespread transmission to a steady state 
of low-level or no transmission. It aims for 
all countries to control the pandemic by 
mobilizing all sectors and communities 
to prevent and suppress community 
transmission, reduce mortality and 
develop safe and effective vaccines and 
therapeutics. The first WHO and World Food 
Programme ‘Solidarity Flight’, organised 
with partners, departed from Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, carrying vital medical cargo for 
countries in Africa,

WHO launched a Facebook Messenger 
chatbot version of its WHO Health Alert platform – offering instant, accurate and 
multilingual information and guidance to 
keep users safe from COVID-19.

15 April 2020WHO finalised guidance on public 
health advice for social and religious 
practices during Ramadan, in the context 
of COVID-19.

16 April 2020 
WHO issued guidance on considerations 

in adjusting public health and social 
measures, such as large-scale movement 
restrictions, commonly referred to as 
‘lockdowns’.

18 April 2020
WHO and Global Citizen co-hosted the 

‘One World: Together At Home’ concert, 
a global on-air special to celebrate and 
support front line healthcare workers. The 
concert raised a total of $127.9 million, 
providing $55.1 million to the COVID-19 
Solidarity Response Fund and $72.8 
million to local and regional responders.

19 April 2020
Together with 14 other humanitarian 

organizations, WHO issued a call to the 
donor community to urgently support the global emergency supply system to fight 
COVID-19.

20 April 2020
The UN General Assembly adopted 

a resolution entitled ‘International 
cooperation to ensure global access 
to medicines, vaccines and medical 
equipment to face COVID-19’. The 
resolution “acknowledges the crucial 
leading role played by the World Health 
Organization” with regard to “coordinating 
the global response to control and contain 
the spread” of COVID-19. It also requested 
“close collaboration” with WHO by the UN 
Secretary-General.

24 April 2020
In a virtual event co-hosted by WHO, 

President Emmanuel Macron of France, 
President Ursula Von der Leyen of the 
European Commission and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, the Director-
General launched the Access to COVID-19 
Tools Accelerator, or ACT-Accelerator, 
a collaboration to accelerate the 
development, production and equitable 
access to vaccines, diagnostics and 
therapeutics for COVID-19.WHO issued a Scientific Brief on 
‘immunity passports’ in the context of 
COVID-19. This brief highlighted that 
there was not enough evidence about 
the effectiveness of antibody-mediated 
immunity to guarantee the accuracy of an ‘immunity passport’ or ‘risk-free certificate’ and that the use of such certificates may 
therefore increase the risks of continued 
transmission.

30 April 2020
The Director-General convened the IHR 

Emergency Committee on COVID-19 for a 
third time, with an expanded membership to reflect the nature of the pandemic and 
the need to include additional areas of 
expertise. The Emergency Committee met 
on 30 April and issued its statement on 1 
May. 

The Director-General declared that 
the outbreak of COVID-19 continued to 
constitute a PHEIC. He accepted the advice 
of the Committee to WHO and issued the 
Committee’s advice to States Parties as 
Temporary Recommendations under the 
IHR.

In his opening remarks at the 1 May media briefing on COVID-19, the Director-
General spoke about the EC’s advice for 
WHO and outlined how the organization 
would continue to lead and coordinate 
the global response to the pandemic, in 
collaboration with countries and partners.

The Director-General accepted the 
Committee’s advice that “WHO works to 
identify the animal source of the virus through international scientific and 
collaborative missions”.

Among other commitments, he said that 
WHO would “continue to call on countries 
to implement a comprehensive package of measures to find, isolate, test and treat 
every case, and trace every contact”, as it 
had “done clearly from the beginning”.

4 May 2020 

The Director-General addressed leaders 
from 40 countries from all over the world at 
a COVID-19 Global Response International 
Pledging Event, hosted by the European 
Commission. The Director-General 
highlighted that the ACT Accelerator 
represented a “unique commitment to 
work together at record speed to develop 
essential tools to prevent, detect and treat 
COVID-19”. He went on to emphasise that 
the “ultimate measure of success” would be 
how equally these tools were distributed, 
as part of ensuring health for all.

5 May 2020
WHO launched the COVID-19 Supply 

Portal, a purpose-built tool to facilitate 
and consolidate submission of supply 
requests from national authorities and 
all implementing partners supporting 
COVID-19 National Action Plans. The 
Portal is accessed via the COVID-19 
Partners Platform.

7 May 2020
The UN launched an update to the 

Global Humanitarian Response Plan 
for $6.7 billion to minimise the most 
debilitating effects of the pandemic in 63 
low and middle-income countries.

10 May 2020
Building on previous guidance on the 

investigation of cases and clusters, WHO 
issued interim guidance on contact tracing.  

10-14 May 2020
With Member States facing different 

transmission scenarios, WHO published 
four annexes to the considerations 
in adjusting public health and social 
measures for workplaces, schools and 
mass gatherings, as well as the public 
health criteria to adjust these measures.

13 May 2020
Designed to inform health care workers 

to help them care for COVID-19 patients 
and protect themselves, the WHO Academy 
App launched, together with the WHO Info 
app for the general public.

14 May 2020
WHO issued an Advocacy Brief advising 

countries to incorporate a focus on gender 
into their COVID-19 responses, in order 
to ensure that public health policies and 
measures to curb the pandemic account 
for gender and how it interacts with other 
inequalities.

15 May 2020WHO released a Scientific Brief on multisystem inflammatory syndrome 
in children and adolescents temporally 
related to COVID-19.

18 May 2020
The Independent Oversight and 

Advisory Committee for the WHO Health Emergencies Programme (IOAC) – which 
continuously reviews WHO’s work in health emergencies – finalised and published 
its interim report on WHO’s response to 
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COVID-19 from January to April 2020. 
This report sits within WHO’s existing 
independent accountability mechanisms, 
in operation since the pandemic started.

The Committee was alerted to the 
cluster of cases in Wuhan on 2 January and 
WHO has provided regular updates to the 
Committee since 6 January. The Committee held its first teleconference on the WHO 
response to COVID-19 on 20 January and 
began drafting its interim report on 30 
March. IOAC continues to review the work 
of WHO on the COVID-19 pandemic and 
will report to the next meeting of WHO 
governing bodies.

18-19 May 2020
The 73rd World Health Assembly, the first ever to be held virtually, adopted a 

landmark resolution to bring the world together to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, 
co-sponsored by more than 130 countries – the largest number on record – and 
adopted by consensus. Fourteen heads 
of state participated in the opening and 
closing sessions. 

The resolution calls for the intensification of efforts to control the 
pandemic, and “recognizes the role of 
extensive immunization against COVID-19 
as a global public good for health”, and calls 
for equitable access to and fair distribution 
of all essential health technologies and 
products to combat the virus. It takes stock 
of the pandemic’s “disproportionately 
heavy impact on the poor and the most 
vulnerable”, addressing not just health 
but also the wider impact on economies 
and societies and the “exacerbation of 
inequalities within and between countries”. 

The resolution calls on Member States 
to take several actions including to provide 
WHO both with “sustainable funding” and “timely, accurate and sufficiently detailed 
public health information related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as required by the 
International Health Regulations (2005)”. 
It also requests the Director-General, 
working with other organizations and 
countries, “to identify the zoonotic source 
of the virus and the route of introduction 
to the human population”.

The resolution concludes with a request 
to the Director-General to initiate an 
impartial, independent and comprehensive 
evaluation of the response to COVID-19, 
at the earliest appropriate moment and 
in consultation with Member States, in 
order to review experience and lessons 
learned and to make recommendations to 
improve capacity for pandemic prevention, 
preparedness and response, and to report 
on the implementation of the resolution at 
the 74th World Health Assembly.

In his opening remarks, the Director-
General urged countries to “proceed with 
caution” to secure the “fastest possible 
global recovery”. He reiterated the 
importance of a comprehensive approach 
and a whole-of-government and whole-of-
society response, with special attention to 
vulnerable groups.

Highlighting that the world “needs to strengthen, implement and finance 

the systems and organizations it has – 
including WHO”, the Director-General 
placed special emphasis on investing in 
“the global treaty that underpins global 
health security: the International Health 
Regulations”.

In his closing remarks, the Director-
General outlined how WHO was fighting the pandemic with every tool 
at its disposal and said “Let our shared 
humanity be the antidote to our shared 
threat”. 

21 May 2020
WHO signed a new agreement with 

the UN Refugee Agency, with a key aim 
for 2020 of supporting ongoing efforts to 
protect some 70 million forcibly displaced 
people from COVID-19.

27 May 2020
The WHO Foundation was established, 

with the aim of supporting global public 
health needs by providing funds to WHO 
and trusted partners. In light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the WHO Foundation 
will initially focus on emergencies and 
pandemic response. By facilitating 
contributions from the general public, 
individual major donors and corporate 
partners, the Foundation will drive work 
towards securing more sustainable and 
predictable funding for WHO, drawn from 
a broader donor base. 

29 May 2020
Thirty countries and multiple 

international partners and institutions 
launched the COVID-19 Technology 
Access Pool (C-TAP), an initiative to make 
vaccines, tests, treatments and other health technologies to fight COVID-19 
accessible to all. Voluntary and based on 
social solidarity, C-TAP aims to provide 
a one-stop shop for equitably sharing scientific knowledge, data and intellectual 
property. 

Heads of government and leaders from 
across the UN, academia, industry and 
civil society spoke at the launch event for C-TAP, an initiative first proposed in March 
by President Carlos Alvarado of Costa Rica. 
WHO, Costa Rica and all the co-sponsor 
countries also issued a ‘Solidarity Call to 
Action’ asking stakeholders to join and 
support the initiative, with recommended 
actions for key groups.

2 June 2020
The Executive Director of the WHO 

Health Emergencies Programme 
addressed the Yemen High-level Pledging 
Conference, organised to support the 
humanitarian response and alleviate 
suffering in the country. The Executive 
Director said that COVID-19 was placing 
a major burden on the health system, 
already on the verge of collapse, and that 
a “massive scale-up of our COVID and non-
COVID health operations” was needed, 
despite the considerable efforts of WHO 
and partners.

4 June 2020

WHO welcomed funding commitments 
made at the Global Vaccine Summit. 
Hosted virtually by the UK government, 
this was Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance’s, third 
pledging conference. These commitments 
will help maintain immunization in lower-
income countries, mitigating the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Summit 
also highlighted how important a safe, 
effective and equitably accessible vaccine 
will be in controlling COVID-19.

5 June 2020
WHO published updated guidance 

on the use of masks for the control of 
COVID-19, which provided updated 
advice on who should wear a mask, when 
it should be worn and what it should be 
made of.

13 June 2020
WHO reported that Chinese authorities 

had provided information on a cluster 
of COVID-19 cases in Beijing, People’s 
Republic of China.Officials from the National Health 
Commission and Beijing Health 
Commission briefed WHO’s China country office, to share details of preliminary 
investigations ongoing in Beijing.  

WHO offered support and technical 
assistance, as well as requested further 
information about the cluster and the 
investigations underway and planned.

16 June 2020
WHO welcomed initial clinical 

trial results from the UK that showed 
dexamethasone, a corticosteroid, could 
be lifesaving for patients critically ill with 
COVID-19. The news built off the Global 
Research and Innovation Forum, which 
took place in Geneva in mid-February, 
to accelerate health technologies for 
COVID-19. The Forum highlighted further 
research into the use of steroids as a 
priority.

17 June 2020
WHO announced that the 

hydroxychloroquine arm of the Solidarity Trial to find an effective COVID-19 
treatment was being stopped. The 
decision was based on large scale 
randomized evidence from the Solidarity, 
Discovery and Recovery trials, as well as 
a review of available published evidence 
from other sources, which showed that 
hydroxychloroquine did not reduce 
mortality for hospitalised COVID-19 
patients.

26 June 2020
The ACT-Accelerator published its 

consolidated investment case, calling for 
$31.3 billion over the next 12 months for 
diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines. 
A press conference detailed the ACT-
Accelerator’s four pillars of work: 
diagnostics, therapeutics, vaccines and 
the health system connector, in addition 
to the cross-cutting workstream on 
Access and Allocation.
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