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Editorial Suite

This edition of your favourite monthly 
tonic is special in many ramifications. 
This is the month of October 
when Nigeria celebrates her 58th 
Independence Anniversary. We have 

therefore served you a list of 58 carefully 
chosen greatest Nigerians in modern times 
who contributed to the movement for self-
rule and/or made Nigeria proud in one way 
or the other in the last 58 years. 

President Muhammadu Buhari is defying 
counsels from some local and international 
figures and institutions to step up his bid 
for a second term in office. He is faced with 
a groundswell of opposition from all corners 
of the world but he has a grand plan which 
he and his team believe will be enough 
to neutralize them all. The juicy details 
are exclusive to this edition of Thinkers 
Magazine.

Also in this edition, you will get to read the 
touching but inspirational life stories of three 
icons who passed away recently – Nigerian 
reggae legend, Ras Kimono, Ghanaian’s 
international statesman, Kofi Annan, and 
America’s statesman, war veteran and 
charismatic senator, John McCain.

This edition also contains interesting 
pages on sports, entertainment, crazy facts, 
quotable quotes, history and the profiles of 
your favourite celebrities who are celebrating 
their birthdays this month. Enjoy.

Abdurahman 

Editor-in-Chief/MD
ABDULRAHEEM

Editorial 
Board

Chairman/Publisher
Mohammed Hassan Mashi

Editor-In-Chief/MD
Abdulrahman Abdulraheem

Editor-At- Large 
Falmata Zanna

Deputy Editor
Musa Shehu

Chief Sub-Editor
Nathaniel Kefas

Graphics/Concept
Development
Ademola Damilola 
08038128224

Reporters
Ahmed Idris 
Nanzing Tau
Nura Salami
Mathew Pam
Rachael Gyang
Ganiyu Ishaq
Mansur Sani
Hassana Abdullahi
Danladi Garba
Salomi Ezekiel 
Mufta’u Balogun

Manager, Information
& Communications 
Technology
Stella Obaje

Manager, 
Audit & Recovery
Friday Iliya

Company Secretary
Saratu Muhammad

Manager, Library
Services &
Documentation
Hajiya Rabi Lawan

Editor
Bayo Ademola Adeyomi

Staff Writers
Bologi M. Maikudi 
Victor Akoji
Pius Obansa

Editor Sport
Elvis Ogah

Senior Reporters
Johnson Samson
Stanley Sunday
Lanre Solomon
Nasir Kura 

Photographers 
Hanza Abulsalam
Dayyabu Zakari
Emeka Chikelu

General Manager,
Administration &
Human Resources
Ezekiel Nantim

General Manager,
Finance & Account
Bako Zubairu

General Manager,
Production & Circulation
Nasiru Abubakar 

Manager, Adverts &
Business Development
Toyin Oluwale

Manager, Sales, Marketing
& Circulation 
Nnenna Fidelis

Legal Adviser
Eddie Adakole Inegedu, Esq

Pitcher & Courts LP, 3, Seine Close, Off Mississippi Street,
Maitama, Abuja, FCT.

Thinkers Magazine is a publication of Thinkers Communications Limited (RC 770453) 

Email: thinkersnewsng@gmail.com, 
thinkersmagazine@yahoo.com, 
info@thinkers.com
 

Mobile: 08033994810, 
08077555451, 08037570401
08164283408

socials@thinkersnewsng.com  
                        thinkersnewsng 

    thinkersnewspaper/magazine

Website: www.thinkersnewsng.com



         November 2018          Thinkers                                                                                         www.thinkersnewsng.
socials@thinkersnewsng.com  
thinkersnewsng 
thinkersnewspaper/magazine

4

Short and sharp

The Boko Haram has executed Hauwa 
Leman, an aide worker with the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross.

Leman was abducted in March by 
a faction of the sect, along with two 
other aid workers, Saifura Khorsa, 
who was killed on September 16 
and Alice Loksha, a nurse working 
for the United Nations Children and 
Education Fund.

The killing of Leman comes after 
the expiration of the deadline given 
to the Federal Government by the 
terrorist organisation.

Leah Sharibu, who was one of the 
students abducted from a Dapchi 
school in February is still being held 
by the group.

Boko Haram executes 
another aid worker

The Presidency has rebuffed insinuations 
that the EO6 is targeted at the opposition.

It also explained that the cases of most 
of those affected by the travel ban started 
before the present administration.

According to the Senior Special 
Assistant to the President on Media and 
Publicity, Garba Shehu, the high profile 
cases have been ongoing for between 
seven to 10 years with no end in sight.

He explained further that the essence 
of the Executive Order 6 was to make 
for speedy trials and conclusion of graft 
cases.

The access to the resources by the 
suspects had enabled them to be in 
a position to sometime compromise 
investigation, prosecution and trial.

“In the history of independent Nigeria, 
this is the first time any government 
is taking such a key decision to fight 
corruption.

“EO6 is not only revolutionary to the 
efforts to rid Nigeria of corruption but 
a manifestation of systemic changes 
that are required to to make necessary 
adjustments as we carry on with the war 
against corruption.

“The very essence of the order is to 
make for speedy trials and conclusion of 
graft cases.

“These high profile cases we are talking 
about have been ongoing for between 
seven to 10 years with no end in sight. 
These cases were mostly originated by 
administrations other than this one.

 “What is clear is that the access to 
these resources by the suspects has 
enabled them to be in a position to 
sometime compromise investigation, 
prosecution and trial. In most of the cases, 

Travel ban not targeted at 
opposition, says Presidency

the courts are held in a helpless position 
by legal acrobatics paid for from corrupt 
enrichment by the suspects.

“The new measures put in place should 
compel everyone involved to make for a 
speedy conclusion of these cases. If it is 
your money, you have it back. If it belongs 
to the public, it goes back to the treasury,” 
the presidential spokesman said.

On the list of names being reported, 
Shehu said: “I want to confirm to you that 
we have not issued any list and we are not 
doing so.

“These cases are well known and to 
say this or that name is on it will open 
the door to further accusations, including 
trial by media.

“The Immìgration Service and other 
security agencies have the mandate of 
the President to carry out enforcement 
and they will do so giving due respects 
to individual rights, in line with the 
constitution.

“It is not a political witch hunt and it is 
not for politics.”

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) has 
rejected the placement of a travel ban 
on some prominent Nigerians by the 
Federal Government.

The party described the action 
as a “draconian step” targeted 
at opposition parties and those 
perceived to be averse to Buhari’s re-
election bid.

Garba Shehu, presidential 
spokesman, had announced that at 
least 50 Nigerians being probed for 
alleged corruption have been placed 
on a watch list.

Reacting via a statement, Kola 
Ologbondiyan, PDP spokesman, said 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
directive is a “clampdown on the 
country’s democratic order and an 
overthrow of rights of citizenry as 
guaranteed by the 1999 constitution”.

“We hope this is not a ploy to harm 
certain eminent Nigerians on the 
claims of resisting travel restrictions,” 
the PDP said in the statement.

“The whole world can now see 
how fascism is fast taking over our 
democracy and judicial system and 
how the Buhari administration, by 
fiat, has directly ordered that citizens 
be secretly trailed.

“Their movements and financial 
transactions are restricted by 
government agencies, without 
recourse to due process of the law.”

Ologbondiyan said the presidency 
has gone into “panic mode” since the 
emergence of Atiku Abubakar as the 
PDP presidential candidate.

He called on the international 
community to monitor the situation 
and “take note should any harm befall 
any opposition leader, key members 
of the business community and 
religious leaders across the country”.

Travel ban a 
resort to full 
blown fascism, 
says PDP
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Short and sharp

Former President Olusegun Obasanjo 
has said President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s hands are too weak to sign 
the African Free Trade Agreement.

The former President made the 
statement while speaking at the 
Babacar Ndiaye lecture series in Bali, 
Indonesia.

Obasanjo spoke on the theme, 
‘Global Power Disequilibrium, Trade 
Wars and Implications for Africa’ 
during the international lecture 
series instituted by Afrexim Bank to 
honour Dr. Babacar Ndiaye, a former 
President of the African Development 
Bank, who died on July 13, 2017.

The event held from the sidelines 
of the 2018 Annual Meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank Group.

Obasanjo said he hoped that 
Nigeria will soon have a President 
who will sign the agreement.

He said, “Africa cannot overcome 
fears of trade wars till it achieves 50 
per cent intra-Africa trade.

Obasanjo criticizes ‘weak’ Buhari for not 
signing African Free Trade Agreement

“The AfCTA is a good idea and for 
Nigeria, hopefully, we will have a 
president that will be able to sign it 
because the one that is there now, his 
hands are too weak to sign.”

Guests present at the 2018 lecture 
included leaders of African and 
global banks, development finance 
institutions, the business community 
and political leaders attending the 
World Bank–IMF Annual Meetings.

Others were members of the 
diplomatic community, policymakers, 
academicians, African and non-
African ministers of finance, economy 
and development, central bank 
governors, and CEOs of global and 
African corporations.

Obasanjo’s criticism comes barely 
three months after the Emir of Kano, 
Muhammadu Sanusi II, criticised the 
Buhari-led government for failing to 
sign the same free trade agreement.

Sanusi, who is a former Governor of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, had said 
at the launching of the Association 
Peer-Review Journal in July that it 
was ironic that Nigeria had signed 
many trade deals with European and 
Asian countries but was failing to 
replicate it in Africa.

The Presidential Candidate of the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Atiku 
Abubakar, has said that the travel ban 
on 50 Nigerians will hurt the economy.

Atiku, in a statement by his media 
office in Abuja, warned that the 
Executive Order which was recently 
signed by President Muhammadu 
Buhari would lead to capital flight and 
another recession.

He also said that the statement by 
the Presidency banning 50 unnamed 
Nigerians from travelling out of the 
country, purportedly on the strength of 
Executive Order 6, was undemocratic.

He described the travel ban as 
another form of intimidation ahead 
of the 2019 elections. Atiku said he 
abhorred any act of criminality, either 
financially or otherwise.

The presidential candidate, however, 
warned that the rule of law must be 
the guide at all times or society would 
descend into anarchy.

He said it was wrong for the 
President to act under a mere suspicion 
that the suspects were believed to have 
property overseas and were involved in 
tax dodging or other alleged financial 
infractions.

The statement partly read, “We 
must be unequivocal in saying that we 
abhor any act of criminality, financially 

Travel ban will cause capital 
flight, recession - Atiku

or otherwise, but the rule of law must 
be our guide at all times or society will 
descend into anarchy.

Thus, we find it most undemocratic 
that in a nation governed by the rule of 
law, a President who swore an oath to 
abide by the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, does this.

“If past events are to be the judge, 
these 50 individuals will conveniently 
be critics and opponents of the Buhari 
administration.

“This is nothing short of intimidation 
ahead of the 2019 elections. This is 
what the Buhari administration did in 
Osun where they froze the accounts of 
the Adeleke family and then illegally 
and clandestinely paid N16.7bn to the 
Osun State Government to facilitate the 
daylight electoral robbery.”

The former Vice-President said “the 
Nigerian constitution guarantees every 
Nigerian citizen freedom of movement 
and freedom of association.”

This constitutional right, he added, 
could not be taken away except by a 
court order.

Atiku said, “If the Buhari 
administration wants to curtail the 
rights of Nigerians, then it must go to 
court and obtain a court order. Anything 
short of this is unconstitutional and 
extrajudicial.

Human rights lawyer, Femi Falana, SAN, 
has criticized the decision of the Federal 
Government to ban 50 high-profile 
Nigerians from travelling out of the 
country.

In a statement, Falana called for the 
immediate withdrawal of the ban, arguing 
that the move by the government is 
reminiscent of the days of military rule.

“For the umpteenth time, I am 
compelled to caution the Buhari 
administration to wage the war against 
the menace of corruption within the 
ambit of the rule of law,” he said.

“Since the 50 high-profile criminal 
suspects covered by EO6 (Executive Order 
6) have been placed on watch list while 
their passports have been seized by either 
the anti-graft agencies or the courts, the 
travel ban slammed on them by President 
Buhari ought to be withdrawn without 
any delay.”

Falana’s statement is in reaction 
to the announcement by the Federal 
Government on Saturday that 50 
prominent Nigerians had been placed on 
a watchlist and restricted from leaving the 
country based on Executive Order 6, which 
was issued by President Muhammadu 
Buhari in July, “pending the determination 
of their cases”.

Falana wants FG to 
withdraw travel ban 
on 50 prominent 
Nigerians
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2019: Buhari’s 
game plan

with the APC would deploy, and 
are already deploying, to secure 
victory for him.     

Some of the strategies are 
already in full operation. 

Keen watchers of the polity 
would easily notice that 

at the moment, the 
implementation of 

some aspects of 
the game plan 

to ensure the 
P r e s i d e n t 
get a second 
term, are on.

Below are 
7 of the key 

strategies the 
Presidency and 
the ruling party 
are deploying to 
win reelection 
for President 
Buhari. 

Continue to 
label PDP with the 

corruption tag 
President Buhari 

and his handlers are 
aware that valid questions have 
been asked and are still being 
asked by Nigerians and indeed the 
international community about 
the present administration’s 
performance, which many do not 
see as fantastic. This perception, 
right or wrong, threatens his 
reelection chances and since 
the main opposition party, the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
is the other option, the best thing 
is to keep reminding Nigerians 
how corrupt they were when 
they held sway for 16 years.

That is why the President 
himself, his deputy, Professor 
Yemi osinbajo and other 
surrogates do not hesitate to turn 
the heat on the PDP each time 
they hold the microphone and 
attack the opposition’s dismal 
anti-corruption records. They 
go as far as reeling out figures 
to buttress their arguments that 
PDP’s 16 years of looting was 

responsible for the recession we 
faced in 2016 and the inability 
of the present administration 
to perform better than this. 
Continuing on this lane will 
also deflect attention from the 
seeming failings of the present 
administration. The final aim 
of this game plan is to make 
the electorate see PDP as an 
evil enclave that should not be 
touched with the longest pole 
on account of corruption, and 
continue to put up with APC 
whose performance records are 
also questionable. 

Keep home base of northeast 
and northwest excited with 
strong statements 

Before the alliances with other 
parts of the country came in for 
him ahead of the 2015 elections, 
President Buhari had always 
been formidable in the northwest 
and northeast where he has 
a cult-like, massive following 
among the ‘Talakawa.’ In fact, 
the basis of choosing him in the 
APC convention of 2014 was the 
fact that he had a ready-made 
crowd of supporters in those two 
zones, all that needed to be done 
was for the southern and middle 
belt forces to align and sell him 
to their people. The rest is now 
history…

Three years down the line, the 
President has gone through reality 
check and his administration 
has now been subjected to all 
sorts of criticisms from parts of 
the country which threaten his 
second term chances. He has 
however managed to retain his 
support base in northeast and 
northwest, two zones made of 
people who are moved more 
by belief, faith and dogma than 
what they see and hear. The 
President’s game plan ahead of 
2019 therefore is to keep them 
intact therefore; get them excited 
with fantastic statements like “I 
am back to the country to jail all 
the looters,” which he delivered 

By Abdulrahman Abdulraheem  

President Muhammadu 
Buhari has not made 
secret of his plan to seek 
reelection and he has 
been confirmed as the 

candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the February, 
2019 poll. 

The President achieved 
sensational victory during the 
2015 election, but may not find 
it that easy or as a tea party this 
time. This is because in 2015, he 
was running on the dismal record 
of the then President Jonathan 
but now he is running on his own 
record, which is a divisive topic in 
the country at the moment.       

The President himself is not 
known to be a great politician 
or a political strategist, so if we 
say his game plan, we are talking 
about the strategies and tactics 
that his team of strategists or 
think-thank in collaboration 

Cover
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Cover
on his return from vacation in 
London recently. 

One can only imagine the ripple 
effects this singular statement 
generated on the streets of 
Kano, Gusau, Daura, Malumfashi, 
Potiskum, Maiduguri ,Bauchi etc. 
Imagine a gathering of people 
listening to the Hausa translation 
of the statement on BBC Hausa 
Service and other vernacular 
radio services on the streets of 
Zaria, Funtua, Shinkafi, Misau etc. 
The social media was not left out 
of the buzz around the statement 
as the video, audio and written 
texts were enthusiastically 
shared by his passionate crowd 
of supporters. This is just one 
of the many strong statements 
the President has deployed and 
will still deploy in his bid to get 
himself a second term in office.         

Doing critical assessment now, 
one is very much aware that the 
President has not got the powers 
to single-handedly ‘jail’ any 
‘looter’; in fact, the administration 
has not up till the time of typing 
this piece recorded any successful 
prosecution and ‘jailing’ of any 
major graft case instituted by it 
since 2015. Ironically also, some 
of the President’s surrogates 
and supporters had in the past 
used the fact that the President 
doesn’t control anti-corruption 
institutions and the judiciary 
as excuses for why people like 
Babachir Lawal, who have been 

found to have soiled their hands, 
have not been jailed…

Being smart politicians, the 
President and his handlers are 
aware of the fact that people 
do not vote on the basis of 
quality thinking, critical/logical 
reasoning or facts, rather they 
vote on the basis of sentiments 
and emotions; hence the 

deployment of this tactic ahead 
of February 2019. 

        
Political blackmail
It is still about corruption. 

President Buhari and his handlers 
are very much aware of how 
passionate Nigerians are about 
the issue of corruption as it is a 
consensus among the majority of 
the citizenry that it is the main 
reason Nigeria has continued 
to under-achieve. That is why 
the administration’s strategists 
have smartly found a way around 
every challenge thrown at the 
government by the opposition 
and even neutral critics and wrap 
everything around corruption 
and the battle for the country’s 
resources. For example, during 
the peak of the killings by 
herdsmen and bandits in the 
early months of 2018, which 
questioned President Buhari’s 
competence, the presidency 
introduced a narrative to deflect 
attention from the killings and 
dodge the blame by claiming 
that corrupt politicians who are 
hurting that the President had 
blocked all avenues to looting 
were the ones sponsoring the 
killings and escalating the 
crises to de-market the present 
administration. 

The President and his party, 
the APC have an organized set 
of willing youth volunteers, in 
thousands, who keep a 24-hour 

Being smart 
politicians, the 
President and 
his handlers 
are aware of 
the fact that 
people do not 
vote on the 
basis of quality 
thinking, 
critical/logical 
reasoning or 
facts, rather 
they vote on 
the basis of 
sentiments and 
emotions

“
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vigil on social media and who 
indiscriminately throw the word, 
‘looter’ at any one or group who 
tries to question the government 
or raise posers about policies 
and statements of government 
officials, however objective or 
logical. Even if party members 
try to swim against the tide, this 
enthusiastic crowd of supporters 
is there to hammer the tag of 
‘thief’ on them. 

This is a strategy deployed by 
the Buhari team to neutralize all 
the dissent that can gradually 
build up into the kind of rebellion 
that chased PDP out of power in 
2015.    

     
Do everything to retain or at 

worst divide southwest  
Southwest has in recent years 

been a significant part of the 
decision-making process of who 
becomes Nigerian president. 
It has in the last two general 
elections helped to enthrone and 
dethrone Nigerian presidents. 

In 2011 for example, when 
incumbent president Goodluck 
Jonathan of the PDP stood 
against General Muhammadu 
Buhari (rtd) of the Congress 
for Progressive Change (CPC), 
the former commanded strong 
support base from the south-
south and southeast while the 

latter was strong, as usual in 
the northeast and northwest, 
leaving the southwest and north 
central zones up for grabs. Due 
to some religious factors and 
the strength of the PDP in that 
part of the country, the north 
central, save for Niger state, went 
for Jonathan. With the allegedly 
secret deal Jonathan had with the 
Bola Tinubu-led Action Congress 
of Nigeria (ACN), Jonathan also 
won the entire southwest, save 
from Osun state which voted 
for ACN’s Nuhu Ribadu. It was 
therefore widely believed in 
political circles that it was the 
southwest that changed the 
game in favour of Jonathan, 
since aside winning the highest 
number of votes in an election, 
for a candidate to be announced 
winner of a presidential election, 
he has to win at least 40 percent 
of the total votes cast in at least 
24 states.

A lot of waters passed under 
the bridge between 2011 and 
2015 as President Jonathan was 
alleged not to have recognized 
the role of the southwest in 
his emergence, in terms of key 
appointments and other forms 
of political patronage. So the 
Tinubu-led progressives ditched 
Jonathan and instead formed a 
cross-national merger of forces 

that birthed the APC. Aside the 
Tinubu led political elite who 
were against Jonathan, the other 
educated elite in Yoruba land 
who felt scandalized by the 
too many corruption scandals 
and the unending Boko Haram 
insurgency also campaigned 
against Jonathan. The southwest 
therefore made a huge u-turn 
from 2011 and voted Buhari in 
2015. 

Three years down the line, the 
President and his party seem to 
have lost reasonable grounds in 
north central due to persistent 
killings traced to herdsmen  
which many think were not 
properly dealt with. Southwest 
is therefore the last bride which 
must be secured for President 
Buhari to be certain of winning 
the next election.  

The first political masterstroke 
deployed by the President was 
to get Tinubu back into the 
mainstream after a few years 
of being reportedly sidelined. 
With Tinubu back and leading 
the assault on the opposition, a 
lot of things are beginning to fall 
into place for the president in the 
southwest.  

In June 2018, the President 
surprised Nigerians when he 
announced his intention to 
honour the winner of the June 

Cover
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12, 1993 presidential election, 
MKO Abiola; a calculated 
attempt meant to soften the 
hearts of southwest people 
ahead of the 2019 election. 
The move was suspected to 
be a smart one suggested by 
Tinubu. The ceremony in which 
the President also declared 
June 12 as Democracy Day and 
apologized to the Abiola family 
for the annulment of the election, 
was held at the State House 
Conference Centre, with pomp 
and pageantry. 

As far as Tinubu and his group 
remain with Buhari, it will be 
difficult for anyone or group to 
upstage the APC in the South-
west.

Tinubu is even more strategic 
in neutralizing the president’s 
political enemies like Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo, Chief Ayo 
Adebanjo, Chief Olu Falae etc. 
The June 12 issue was used to 
diss Obasanjo who is seen as 
a villain for not recognising 
MKO throughout his eight years 
as president even though he 
was the biggest beneficiary 
of his struggle. Some Yoruba 
stakeholders were saying they 
will rather support Buhari who 
recognized MKO instead of an 
‘ingrate’ like Obasanjo.

It is difficult for Buhari to win 
the South-west outrightly but 
at least he is dividing the zone 

and he will cut it deeper to his 
advantage between now and 
February.         

Explore new territories in 
South-south and South-east     

The two zones of south-south 
and southeast have never been 
friendly to President Buhari, 
though he defied them to win a 
historic election in 2015. Ahead of 
the 2019 election however which 
promises to be a different ball 
game, the President has wisely 
decided to extend his tentacles 
beyond the parts of the country 
that gave him victory in 2015. 

The President has made some 

key appointments from the two 
zones, with a view to empowering 
his men with the necessary 
political capital and resources to 
stand for the ruling party in their 
respective constituencies and 

“
Cover

The June 
12 issue was 
used to diss 
Obasanjo who 
is seen as a 
villain for not 
recognising 
MKO 
throughout his 
eight years as 
president even 
though he was 
the biggest 
beneficiary of 
his struggle. 
Some Yoruba 
stakeholders 
were saying 
they will rather 
support Buhari 
who recognized 
MKO instead of 
an ‘ingrate’ like 
Obasanjo.
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states. 
Some of the key appointees 

who are helping the President 
to bridge the political gap in 
the two zones include Minister 
of Transport, who is equally 
the Director of the Buhari 
Campaign Organization, 
Rotimi Amaechi, Minister 
of State, Petroleum, Ibe 
Kachikwu, Minister of 
Budget and Planning, Udoma 
Udoma, Minister and Labour 
and Employment, Chris 
Ngige, the Director General 
of the Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA), Dakuku 
Peterside, Presidential 
Liaison Officer in the Senate, 
Ita Enang, among many 
others. 

Aside the above-
mentioned appointees, a lot 
of politicians have also in the 
last years been convinced by 
agents of the APC to dump 
the PDP and join the ruling 
party. Many of the bigwigs 
who had joined the APC as 
a result of the President’s 
willingness to open his arms 
include former governor 
of old Anambra state, Jim 
Nwobodo, former governor 
of Abia state, Orji Uzor Kalu, 
Senator Hope Uzodinma, Senator 
Osita Izunazo, Senator Victor 
Ndoma Egba, Senator Andy Uba 
among many others.

In one of his first major 
outings after taking oath of office 
in 2015, President Buhari was in 
the US and in a media interview 

lamented that some parts of the 
country gave him 97 percent of his 
votes while other parts gave him 
5 percent. While his mathematics 
was not particularly correct, 
the point was made that he was 

not happy with the near total 
rejection he got from the people 
of south-south and southeast… 
he must have made up his mind to 
do everything possible to attract 
the people to his side ahead of 
the 2019 battle. With the foot 
soldiers the President now has 

in the two zones, it is almost 
an assurance that his electoral 
outing in 2019 will not be as 
bad as that of 2015 even though 
it is difficult if not possible for 
him to win there outrightly. How 

far his foot soldiers will go in 
dividing the votes in the two 
PDP strongholds, in favour of 
Buhari, remains to be seen.       

In the south-south which is 
known for its political volatility, 
the President now has two 
formidable strikers to lead an 
affront on the opposition in the 
persons of Senator Godswill 
Akpabio and former governor 
of Delta state, Emmanuel 
Uduaghan as well as another 
dogged and vibrant politician, 
Senator Ovie Omo-Agege.

In the southeast, the 
presidency has turned the 
heat on the region with the 
construction and rehabilitation 
of so many road and bridge 
projects (69 of them according 
to Minister of Information, 
Lai Muhammed!) as well as 
many other projects. President 
Buhari’s surrogates have in 
recent times over-loaded the 
internet with the pictures and 
stories of a lot of infrastructural 
projects done in the southeast, 
as part of measures to improve 

the President’s electoral showing 
in that part of the country, ahead 
of the February election.    

 
Tit for tat
The president and his 

strategists are very much aware of 
the circumstances that led to the 

Cover
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victory of the APC at the federal 
level in 2015; so they are wary 
of not repeating the mistakes of 
President Jonathan. One of those 
errors was that there were so 
many defections from the PDP 
to the APC after the emergence 
of G7 governors and the New 
PDP, without any appropriate or 
commensurate response.  

That is why the president, party 
leaders and other stakeholders 
held series of meetings with 
Senate President, other lawmakers 
and state governors when it was 
obvious they were going to move 
on, to avoid a possible implosion 
in the ruling party. But since they 
failed to stop the gale of defections, 
the APC has now developed a quick 
response mechanism in such a way 
that if they lose a bigwig to the 
PDP now, one top shot is gained 
immediately from the opposition 
party. 

Now, for any Saraki and Dogara 
lost to  the PDP, a lot of Akpabio 
and Shekarau have been gained 
just as for any Ortom lost, there 
were lots of Uduaghan gained. 
The President and his party are 
truly ready for the 2019 elections 
and they are ready to poach more 
from the PDP as soon as they lose 
any of their key figures to the main 
opposition party.

Aside the crowd of supporters 
the defectors contribute to the APC, 
the ruling party is fully aware of the 
psychological effects of defections 
on party supporters nationwide. 
The swiftness with which they 
quickly moved for Akpabio 
and got him immediately was 

indeed commended by political 
watchers as deft political move. 
The fanfare with which Akpabio’s 
defection was celebrated was also 
a statement of intent by APC to 
their rivals that the 2019 battle is 
not going to be a tea party for the 
opposition. 

Dangle same carrot in front 
of Tinubu’s southwest and 
Okorocha’s southeast 

Tinubu and Yoruba leaders on 
one side and Rochas Okorocha and 
Igbo leaders, within the APC, on the 
other are in a rat race to impress 
the President on who can bring 
more votes for his reelection in 
2019. This is because of the belief 
that if the President does a second 
term in office, it will be the turn 
of either southeast or southwest 
to produce the next president. 
The two groups also apparently 

have same assurances from the 
President’s men that they will have 
his (Buhari) support in 2023.

The President has tactically kept 
quiet on the issue and allowed 
the day-dreaming, which will 
eventually favour his reelection, 
to go on. The President hopes to 
serve out his second term and 
either allow the two gladiators 
to fight it out or take a decision 
months to the end of his second 
term.    

The above strategies and many 
more are what the President is 
relying on to keep him in office 
beyond 2019. The implementation 
of some of the strategies is already 
underway while others will come 
into play as we move close to the 
business end of the campaign. It 
remains to be seen how far the 
game plan will win the crown for 
the President for the second term.     

Cover
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Perspective

Adeosun, Obono-Obla and a floundering 
anti-corruption campaign

By Linus Usen 

For several months, the 
presidency refused to speak 
up on the erstwhile Minister 
of Finance, Kemi Adeosun’s 
National Youth Service Corps 

(NYSC) exemption certificate forgery 
scandal. And when the Chairman, 
Presidential Anti-Corruption Advisory 
Committee, Prof. Itse Sagay, did speak, 
the constitutional lawyer blurted 
rather gleefully: “I do not see anything 
serious about it…. If I were President 
Buhari, I would never, ever touch that 
woman because she’s damn good”.

Like the case of the former 
Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF), Babachir Lawal, who 
was caught in grass-cutting scandal, it 
took relentless screaming by Nigerians 
to ease Adeosun out. And like the 
cases of Babachir, Abdulrasheed 
Maina, Ikoyigate scandal, and a host 
of others, this is another proof that 
it is a tall order to expect President 
Muhammadu Buhari to bring his 
erring aides and friends to book.

Another clear demonstration of 

the deodorant/insecticide treatment 
in the way President Buhari fights 
corruption and sharp practices is that 
of his Special Assistant on Prosecutions, 
Chief Okoi Obono-Obla, who also 
doubles as Chairman of the Special 
Presidential Investigation Panel for the 

Recovery of Public Property (SPIP). In 
its report laid at before the House of 
Representatives on 24th  July 2018, 
the House Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Legality and Mode of Operation of the 
SPIP, held that Obono-Obla parades a 
fake West African Examination Council 
(WAEC) O’ Level result. According to 
the report, whereas the WAEC result 
(Examination No. 09403/247 May/
June 1982) with which Chief Obono-
Obla gained admission and studied 
Law at the University of Jos as Okoi 
Ofem Okoi showed that he made five 
credit passes, including Literature-in-
English, an official letter from WAEC 
dated 17th  April 2018 addressed to 
the Committee and signed by Mr. Olu 
Adenipekun points to the contrary. 
To be double sure, especially since 
Obono-Obla refused to honour several 
invitations by the House to clear the 
air, the Ad-Hoc Committee invited 
WAEC to the public hearing to testify 
under oath. The Deputy Registrar, Mr. 
Femi Ola, represented the examination 
body on Wednesday, June 5, 2018. 
Asked how he would describe Obono-
Obla’s WAEC result, he said it was Ibrahim Magu
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“fake, not genuine”. 
The Committee also reported 

that in a letter dated 11th  July 2018 
referenced as UJ5/8765/85-86 and 
signed by the Registrar, Monday 
Danjem, the documents (photocopies 
of purported WAEC statement of 
result, completed registration form 
for undergraduates, completed JAMB 
form, and admission requirements 
for Law) forwarded by the University 
of Jos confirmed that it was the same 
result described by WAEC as forged 
and not genuine that Obono-Obla 
used to obtain admission and study 
Law for Bachelor of Law degree. 
In order words, it is on the basis of 
this result that he obtained his Law 
degree, admitted by the Nigeria Law 
School, called to bar, practices as a 
lawyer, and appointed by the Buhari 
administration. 

Therefore, the Committee 
recommended that “the law degree 
obtained by Chief Okoi Obono-Obla 
having been done fraudulently should 
be withdrawn by the University of Jos”. 
It also asked the Body of Benchers to 
withdraw the Law School Certificate 
awarded to Ofem, Okoi Ofem (now 
known as Chief Okoi Obono-Obla) as 
this was based on the degree, which 
he obtained from the University of 
Jos through fraud. It further called 
on President Muhammadu Buhari 
to discharge Okoi Obono-Obla of his 
responsibilities as Special Adviser 
and as Chairman of the SPIP. Again, 
it directed the Inspector-General of 
Police to prosecute the presidential 
aide.

 In a sane society, news of the 
alleged forgery would have shaken 
the entire government when it first 
broke. The presidency wouldn’t even 
have waited for the protracted House 

of Reps investigation before deploying 
its massive investigative resources 
to treat the matter with the deserved 
dispatch. But this administration 
which prides itself on anti-corruption, 
change, and integrity, has arrogantly 
played the deaf and dumb over such a 
very grievous matter. 

On his part, Obono-Obla, who was 
always the first to come on television 
to defend the midnight raids on the 
homes of Supreme Court Justices, 
refused to appear before the House or 
address the press to clear his name. 
The University of Jos, caring less about 
her reputation, also wants to be sued 
and embarrassed in court to withdraw 
his degree certificate, especially when 
WAEC, the authority that conduced the 
examination in question have tendered 
both written and oral evidences before 
the House Committee.

 The Nigeria Bar Association 
(NBA) doesn’t feel obliged to take up 
the matter to protect its institutional 
integrity. It has kept mum just as in 
the many cases of the desecration of 
rule of law and critical institutions 
of democracy, including the armed 
invasion of Rivers State Judiciary 
Complex, snatching of Senate Mace, 
siege to the National Assembly 
complex and residences of Senate 
leadership. 

But imagine that Adeosun or 
Obono-Obla were Senator Bukola 
Saraki, Senator Dino Melaye, Olisa 
Metuh, Col. Sambo Dasukki, Senator 
Enyinaya Abaribe, Prince Uche 
Secondus, Senator Ike Ekweremadu, 
other notable opposition leaders 
or Supreme Court justices, etc. The 
Inspector-General of Police would 
have since transmitted hordes of his 
men to surround their homes. Men of 
the Department of State Services (DSS) 

would have carried out a midnight 
‘sting operation’ on their residences 
and University of Jos. The Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) would since have detained, 
tried them in the media. Just see how 
speedy and ferocious the police are 
investigating PDP’s gubernatorial 
candidate in Osun, Senator Adeleke, 
over his secondary educational 
certificate/testimonial. The principal 
of his former school was even arrested 
and detained. 

Nigerians have never seen 
the law so partially applied since 
1999 at least. Even under various 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
administrations, several of their 
Ministers, Governors, Senate 
Presidents, House Speakers, Inspector 
General of Police, etc. were dethroned 
and put on trial on account of alleged 
corruption and related matters 
like forgery. Little wonder many 
international reports such as those 
released by the US State Department, 
Transparency International, etc. rate 
Nigeria more corrupt than she was 
before 2015. And I am afraid; the world 
may not take this administration 
seriously when it ignores the alleged 
corruptions and fraudulent conducts 
among members of government 
officials, but chases after the others in 
the name of anti-corruption. 

Obono-Obla should resign, be 
investigated and prosecuted if 
investigations uphold WAEC’s claims; 
same with Adeosun. What is good for 
Saraki, Melaye, and others should also 
be good for Adeosun and Obono-Obla. 
Usen lives in Mararaba, Nasarawa 
State 

Usen wrote from Mararaba, near 
Abuja

Okon Obono-Obla Ibrahim Idris Itse Sagay
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National broadcast by H.E Muhammadu 
Buhari, President of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria on the 58th Independence 
anniversary, 1st October, 2018

Fellow Nigerians,

Today is a day of celebration 
and solemn reflection. 
It is the anniversary 
of the day Nigerians 
realised one of the most 

cherished of human desires – the 
desire for freedom. We, therefore, 
give thanks to and remember our 
founding fathers who laboured so 
hard and sacrificed so much to build 
and bequeath to us this wonderful 
nation. It is our duty to consolidate 
this great legacy.

2.     On this first October date 
and on the eve of the start of the 
general  election cycle, we should 
do well to reflect on what binds us 
together and the great strength our 
diversity bestows on us. Ours is an 
ambitious nation, and, as citizens 
we have every right to look forward 
to the future with confidence and 
optimism which are well founded, 

considering where we find 
ourselves today.  

3. There has been a steady 
improvement in the security 
situation in the North East.  We 
remain committed  to ending the 
crisis and make the North East safe 
for all.

4.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
always with the victims of the Boko 
Haram’s atrocities and their families. 
Beyond that, we know that the goals 
of the Boko Haram terrorists include 
capturing territories, destroying 
our democracy and denying our 
children the right to education. We 
will not allow them to succeed.

5.     I want at this point to pay 
tribute to the men and women of 
our armed forces, the Police and 
other security and law enforcement 
agencies, who have been working 
under the most difficult conditions 
to keep the country safe.  In the 
process, many have made the 

supreme sacrifice.
6. As their Commander -In- Chief, 

I assure these our gallant men and 
women that I will continue to 
empower them by deepening their 
professionalism and providing all 
the necessary force multipliers 
and enablers required for them to 
prevail on the field. I am looking into 
all reported cases of inadequacies in 
relation to their entitlements, their 
welfare and those of their families.

7. We are diversifying away 
from reliance on oil to increased 
manufacturing capacity, solid 
minerals development, and 
agriculture.   

8.  Efforts are on course  in the 
Niger Delta to clean up polluted 
lands, restore hopes of the youths 
in the region and re-establish 
livelihoods, and strengthen 
their capacity to guarantee for 
themselves and for our country a 
brighter future.
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9. The age-long  conflict between 
herders and farmers that was 
being exploited by those seeking 
to plant the seeds of discord and 
disunity amongst our people, is 
being addressed decisively. We will 
sustain and continue to support 
the commendable efforts by all 
including civil society organisations, 
local and states governments and 
our traditional and religious leaders 
in finding durable solution to this 
problem.

10.     This being a transhumance 
issue, we are working with countries 
in our region that are also facing 
similar difficulties to complement 
our common efforts. In this context 
I must warn that the perpetrators 
of murder and general mayhem in 
the name of defending or protecting 
herders or farmers will face the full 
wrath of the law.  Meanwhile, we 
urge all peace loving Nigerians to 
reject any simplistic portrayal, at 
home or abroad, of this conflict as 
either religious or ethnic based. 

11.   We are one of the countries 
in the world most affected by 
environmental degradation,  as a 
consequence of climate change.   
We are signatories to almost all 
conventions and agreements 
aimed at slowing down the effect 
of climate change and mitigating its 
now evident consequences.

12.     The consequences on lives 
and livelihoods of the shrinking of 
the Lake Chad and the pollution 
caused by oil exploitation activities 
alone make it mandatory on us to 
be at the forefront of the struggle 
for a safer and more sustainable 
environment. We will continue to 
mobilise international support for 
our efforts in this regard.

13.     We are making progress 
in the fight against corruption and 
recovery of stolen public funds 
and assets despite vicious and 
stiff resistance. The shameful past 
practice, of the brazen theft of 
billions of Naira is no more. Shady 
oil deals and public contracts that 
were never delivered have become 
things of the past.

14.   Consequently, and this is 
very evident across the country, 
we have done more with less in 
infrastructural developments. 
Roads, railways, major bridges, 
schools, energy and power, air and 
sea ports, welfare of serving and 
retired personnel both civilian 
and military including payment of 
legacy debt such as pension arrears, 
have been attended to.
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15. There is now an enabling 
environment for local and foreign 
investment in Nigeria.  We are 
building a rules-based system - a 
level playing field that is free from 

fixers and intermediaries. This is 
the cornerstone to help genuine 
investors and honest consumers, 
and the platform that will allow for 
the real reforms that we intend to 

deliver over the coming years.
16. We are gradually 

strengthening the economy with 
a stable Naira and falling inflation 
rate. We are building an economy 
that is moving away from over 
reliance on oil. Consequently we 
have witnessed massive return to 
farms and seen bumper harvest, 
despite recurrent floods across the 
country.

17.     These positive developments 
are the result of our collective 
pursuit of a common vision through  
hard work and dedication, after 
the missed opportunities and 
disappointments that followed the 
return to democracy in 1999.

18.     At the forefront, have 
always been our youths. They have 
been at the vanguard of the struggle 
for independence.  They fought 
in the war to keep the country 
united.  And it was they who kept 
alive the struggle for democracy 
and human rights in our country 
at times when these were at risk, 
especially following the June 12th 
1993 election and the historic 2015 
election process.

19.     Even today, our  youths play a 
central role   in Nigeria’s continuing 
progress and developments in all 
fields of our national endeavour 
–technology, agriculture, mining, 
engineering and especially the 
creative arts. Together we are 
building a more diverse, inclusive 
and self-reliant economy.

20.     In the past three years 
we have introduced many policies 
and programmes targeted at 
youth development and youth 
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empowerment. We 
support the ‘not too young 
to run’ legislation aimed at 
giving the youths greater 
say in our national politics 
and governance.

21.     The school 
feeding program in 
primary schools is aimed 
at encouraging enrolment 
and attendance. We are 
building on what we 
have already introduced 
to support schools and 
universities to which funds 
have recently been released 
for upgrade of facilities, 
training programs for 
our entrepreneurs, and 
rehabilitation schemes for 
victims of terrorism and 
human trafficking.

Fellow Nigerians,
22.     Now we have in our 

hands technology that is a powerful 
tool that we can and should use 
for knowledge and understanding. 
As with other countries, we must 
also learn how to manage those 
tendencies that, instead, look to 
abuse new technologies to provoke 
passions and stir tensions.

23.     Never before have we faced 
such a challenge. We must all rise 
to the responsibility of shutting 
out those disruptive and corrosive 
forces that hide in today’s  world 
of social media. We need critical 
minds and independent thinking, 
to question and question until we 
are satisfied we have the facts.  
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Otherwise, all the progress we have 
made as a democracy since 1999 is 
at stake.

24. I have committed myself 
many times to ensure  that elections 
are fully participatory, free and 
fair and that the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
will be exactly  INDEPENDENT and 
properly staffed and resourced. 
The ballot box  is how we make our 
choice for the governments that 
rule in our name.

Fellow Nigerians,
25.     Developing a thriving 

democracy is not an easy task. 
There can be  no quick fixes or short 
cuts. These are the most important 
lessons that we have learnt in our 58 
years as an independent nation.

26.     At the international level, we 
remain a responsible and respected 
member of the international 
community, playing active positive 
roles within ECOWAS, the African 
Union  and the United Nations as well 
as all other regional and international 
organisations and institutions of 
which we are members.

27.     We will continue to support 
initiatives aimed at addressing 
the challenges of our times: global 
and regional crises and conflicts, 
terrorism, trans-border crime, 
climate change, human rights, gender 
equality, development, poverty 
and inequality within and between 
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nations, etc.  In this context, we are 
working hard to achieve both the 
AU 2063 Agenda for socio-economic 
transformation of our continent; and 
the UN 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development, which together aim at 
addressing these challenges

Fellow Nigerians,
28.     As we celebrate the 58th 

Anniversary of our independence, 

we know we are on the right path. 
Although we have our differences, 
they count for far less than the values, 
virtues and common aspirations that 
unite us as a nation.  We have so much 
for which we should be grateful, 
and in which we should rightly take 
pride.  Our journey is not finished 
but we have come a long way.

29.     I want to assure 
you that as President, I will 

continue to work tirelessly to 
promote, protect and preserve 
what really matters: a united,  
peaceful, prosperous and secure 
Nigeria, where all, irrespective 
of  background, can aspire to 
succeed.

Thank you. I wish you a 
memorable independence  
celebration.
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Independence Day Special:
58 greatest icons 
of modern Nigeria  

By Bologi M. Maikudi

In commemoration of 
Nigeria’s 58th independence 
anniversary, the editorial 
board of Thinkers Magazine 
has selected a symbolic 

list of 58 greatest icons who 
used their words, actions, 
talent, craft and/or trade to 
either contribute in one way or 
the other to the attainment of 
sovereignty from British rule or 
have played a part in making the 
post-independence life of the 
nation an interesting one.

It is worthy of note however 
that the greatest Nigerians who 
deserve this sort of celebration 
are probably in thousands, if 
not hundreds of thousands; we 
have chosen only 58 because 
this year’s ceremony is the 58th. 
It was indeed a tug of heated 
intellectual exchange and 
disagreements in the boardroom 
before we could arrive at this 
list. The list is drawn from 
different strata of the society; 
politics and governance, 
business, entertainment and 
arts, academia, media, sport, 
civil society etc.

Ahmadu Bello: The 
legendary Sarduana of Sokoto

Late Sir Ahmadu Bello, the 
Sardauana of Sokoto is Nigeria’s 
foremost nationalist, who 

played leading role in the pre-
independence struggles. He was 
the first and only Premier of 
Northern region whose visionary 
leadership and outstanding 
legacy of achievements are 
evident in New Nigerian 
Newspapers, Ahmadu Belo 
University, Zaria and several 
other national monuments he 
established.  He is a descendant 
of Uthman dan Fodio, a great 
grandson of Sultan Muhammed 
Bello and a grandson of Sultan 
Atikuna Raba. He was killed in 
the bloody coup of January 15, 
1966.

Obafemi Awolowo: The 
great philosopher-statesman

Chief Oyeniyi Jeremiah 
Obafemi  Awolowo, GCFR, was 
regarded as the most intelligent 
statesmen of his generation and 
the best president the country 
never had. The London-trained 
lawyer played a leading role 
in the country’s independence 
movement and its political 
evolution, forming the Action 
Group and Unity Party of 
Nigeria at different times. He 
played a key role in keeping the 
country one, serving as Federal 
Commissioner of Finance and 
Vice Chairman of the Federal 
Executive Council during the 
civil war. His legacy is evident 
in Obafemi Awolowo University, 

Ile Ife, Liberty Stadium, Ibadan, 
Cocoa House, Ibadan and WNTV, 
Ibadan, some of which were the 
first in Africa.  The Ikenne-born 
statesman died in 1987.

Nnamdi Azikwe: The great 
Zik of Africa

Dr Benjamin Nnamdi Azikwe, 
the foremost pan Africanist and 
Zik of Africa carved a niche for 
himself in journalism, publishing, 
politics and nationalism. He was 
the first President of Nigeria 
whose oratorical prowess held 
audiences spellbound across the 
globe. He was born in Zungeru in 
Niger state to Igbo parents and 
was educated at the University 
of Pennsylvania, USA. He died in 
1996 as a national hero.

Anthony Enahoro:   Mover of 
first motion for independence

Chief Anthony Eromosele 
Enahaoro, a renowned journalist 
and activist, famously moved the 
first motion asking the British 
to grant Nigeria independence 

@58
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in the then Federal House 
of Representatives. He lived 
the better part of post-
independence Nigeria as a 
respected elder statesman who 
demanded quality governance 
from successive leaders. The 
Uromi, Edo state indigene was a 
member of the group of patriots 
and died a national hero in 
Benin, in 2010.

Abubakar Tafawa  Balewa: 
First Prime Minister

Sir Abubakar Tafawa  Balewa 
played a key role in the fight for 
independence as a leader of the 
Northern People Congress. He 
was a prince of Lere in present 
day Bauchi sate who was trained 
in the University of London. He 
became the first Prime Minister in 
1960 after the NPC won the 1959 
polls. He was killed in the bloody 
coup of January 15, 1966.

Moshood Abiola: The June 12 
martyr of democracy

Chief Moshood Kashimawo 
Olawale Bashorun Abiola, the 
Aare Ona Kakanfo of Yoruba land, 
famously called MKO, rose from 

extreme poverty to educate himself 
and later became Africa’s richest 
business mogul, global statesman, 
renowned philanthropist, 
newspaper publisher and Pillar 
of Sport in Nigeria. The Abeokuta, 
Ogun state born icon won the 
annulled Presidential election 
on June 12, 1993 but insisted on 
the actualization of his mandate 
until he died in detention in 1998 
as martyr of democracy. He was 
recently decorated, posthumously, 
by President Muhammadu Buhari 
with the highest national honour 
in the land which is reserved for 
sitting and former presidents, the 
Grand Commander of the Federal 
Republic (GCFR). The President 
also changed the country’s annual 
Democracy Day celebration to 
June 12, in honour of MKO’s 
martyrdom.  

Olusegun Obasanjo: The 
recurrent decimal in Nigeria’s 
history

Chief Aremu Mathew 
Okikiolakan Olusegun Obasanjo, 
aka Ebora of Owu, is a soldier’s 
solder and elder statesman who 

no one can afford to ignore. 
The former Head of State and 
ex civilian president played a 
key role in keeping the country 
together during the civil war. 
He became a global icon of 
democracy when he famously 
relinquished power in 1979 
to a civilian administration at 
a time it wasn’t fashionable to 
do so in Africa and the third 
world. He is up till now seen 
as one of those few Nigerians 
who meet to decide the political 
direction of the country especially 
when its stability is at stake. In his 
latest, major intervention, he had 
in January, 2018 wrote an open 
letter in which he urged President 
Muhammadu Buhari not to seek 
re-election in 2019 but retire 
quietly.  

Muhammadu Buhari: 
President of 58-year-old 
independent Nigeria           

Muhammadu Buhari has 
had an enviable career in the 
Nigerian military and illustrious 
career in politics. He was Federal 
Commissioner for Petroleum in 
the 70s who built some of the 
nation’s refineries; he was military 
administrator of northeast 
state, also Borno state and later 
chairman of Petroleum Trust Fund 
where he gave a good account 
of himself. He is also that man of 
history who is presiding over the 
country’s affairs during her 58th 
independence anniversary.

Yemi Osinbajo: The true 
definition of fidelity

Oluyemi Oluleke Osinbajo is 
many things rolled into one. He 
is a Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
and one of the most successful 
legal practitioners of modern 
Nigeria, a cerebral and clear-
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headed Professor of Law as well 
as an ordained pastor. He is most 
importantly the Vice President 
and Number Two citizen of the 
58-year-old independent Nigeria 
who is not only fiercely loyal to 
his boss but also undertakes a 
lot of shuttle movements across 
the country to advance the ideals 
that President Buhari stands for. 
A restless workaholic, Osinbajo is 
humble, modest and patriotic and 
he lacks the inordinate ambition 
found in people in similar 
positions. He is a dream second-
in-command for any political 
leader.  

Yakubu Gowon: Go on with 
One Nigeria

Retired General Yakubu Gowon 
was the Head of State between 
1966 and 1975 who led the 
Nigerian Army to the battle front 
to insist on one Nigeria. He added 
icing on the cake by establishing 
the National Youth service Corps 
for the purpose of national 
integration. The Plateau-born 
statesman is now in his 80s and is 

still waxing strong.

Emeka Anyaoku: One of 
Nigeria’s greatest exports   

Chief Chukwuemeka Anyaoku 
is an international statesman. The 
cerebral, charismatic gentleman 
was the Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth of Nations. He is 
a good governance advocate who 
doesn’t fail to advise leaders in 
Nigeria and all over the world on 
how to alleviate the sufferings of 
their people.

Dora Akunyili: Nightmare of 
fake drug barons

The late Professor Dora Nkem 
Akunyili, was one of Nigeria’s 
most celebrated women. She 
combined charm, with brain, 
passion, determination and 
patriotism. A pharmacist and 
educationist par excellence, as 
head of the National Agency for 
Food Drugs Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC), she summoned 
all the resources and power 
at her disposal to wrestle fake 
drug peddlers to the ground. She 

served the country as a delegate 
in the 2014 National Confab even 
in her dying days. She succumbed 
to cancer not long after.

Olikoye Ransome Kuti: The 
veteran of children medicine  

Olikoye Ransome Kuti did not 
only come from a family of legends, 
he was one of Nigeria’s best 
exports to the world in the field 
of medicine and scholarship. As a 
Minister of Health, he established 
the Society for Family Health and 
revolutionized children medicine 
and family planning in the country. 
He also served at the highest level 
in the world Health Organization.

Aminu Kano: The 
revolutionary masses’ advocate

Aminu Kano was the foremost, 
London-trained educationist 
and revolutionary politician who 
leaned on socialism. He founded 
the Peoples Redemption Party and 
Northern Elements Progressive 
Union, at different times and 
sought to lead to Nigeria in 1979. 
He died in 1983 as a celebrated, 

Gowon Anyaoku

Olikoye Aminu Kano

Akunyili

Dangote

@58



         November 2018          Thinkers                                                                                         www.thinkersnewsng.
socials@thinkersnewsng.com  
thinkersnewsng 
thinkersnewspaper/magazine

24

selfless statesman.
Yusuf Maitama Sule: The orator 

with an enchanting voice   
Yusuf Maitama Sule, was a 

Kano-born charismatic politician, 
diplomat and statesman who 
played a prominent role in the 
political evolution of the country 
especially in the first and second 
republics. He was a minister in the 
second republic and Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations in the first republic. He 
died in 2017.

Aliko Dangote: Africa’s richest 
man

Aliko Dangote is Africa’s richest 
person and the CEO of Dangote 
Group which has interests in 
commodities in Nigeria and other 
African countries, including Benin, 
Ethiopia, Senegal, Cameroon, 
Ghana, South Africa, Togo, 
Tanzania, and Zambia. As of March 
2018, he had an estimated net 
worth of US$14.1 billion. Dangote 
is ranked by Forbes magazine as 
the 100th-richest person in the 
world and peaked on the list as the 
23rd-richest person in the world 
in 2014. He surpassed Saudi-

Ethiopian billionaire Mohammed 
Hussein Al Amoudi in 2013 by 
over $2.6 billion to become the 
world’s richest person of African 
descent.

Mike Adenuga: Third richest 
person in Africa

Michael Adeniyi Agbolade 
Ishola Adenuga Jr is a foremost 
business tycoon, the second 
richest person in Nigeria and 
the third richest in Africa. His 
Globacom is Nigeria’s second-
largest telecom operator, and 
also has a presence in Ghana and 
Benin. He also owns stakes in the 
Equatorial Trust Bank and the oil 
exploration firm Conoil (formerly 
Consolidated Oil Company). 
Forbes has estimated his current 
net worth at $5.8 billion

Darego: First Native African 
to win Miss World title (2001)

Agbani Asenite Darego, is a 
super model and beauty queen, 
best known as the first native 
African to win the prestigious 
Miss World title. Darego’s family 
roots are in Abonnema, Rivers 
State. She was born in 1982 in 

Lagos to a family of eight children. 
She studied Computer Science 
and Mathematics at the University 
of Port Harcourt.

Ben Nwabueze: First 
academic Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria

Professor Ben Nwabueze is 
a world class legal luminary 
and teacher whose greatness in 
constitutional law reverberates 
all over Africa. He was educated at 
the University of London and has 
for decades taught constitutional 
law at the highest level in the best 
universities in the world. The 
Anambra-born elder statesman 
has also written several books and 
papers and has played prominent 
roles in virtually all Nigerian 
constitutional conferences. He 
is also the first academic lawyer 
to be made a Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria (SAN) in 1978, strictly on 
the basis of his published works.

Chukwudifu  Oputa: ‘The 
Socrates of the Supreme Court’

The Late Honourable Justice 
Chukwudifu Akunne Oputa was 
arguably the most respected 
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member of the Nigerian bench due 
to his integrity, deep knowledge 
of law, philosophical approach, 
no-nonsense attitude and brave, 
legal pronouncements. He was 
nicknamed by most colleagues as 
the ‘The Socrates of the Supreme 
Court’. He headed the panel set up 
by the administration of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo to address 
cases of human rights abuses by 
successive military governments. 
He is the father of popular 
entertainer and activist, Charles 
Oputa, aka Charly Boy.

Kayode Eso: The fearless, 
erudite jurist 

Late Chief Kayode Eso, CON, 
CFR, was a prominent Jurist and 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 
Born on September 18, 1925 at 
Ilesa, in Osun State, he attended 
Trinity College, Dublin where 
he obtained a bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in Law with a 
specialization in Legal science in 
1953 and 1956 respectively. He 
was renowned for his fearlessness 
and uprightness on the bench. He 
died on November 16, 2012.

Gani Fawehinmi: Senior 
Advocate of the Masses (SAM)

Chief Abdul-Ganiyu Oyesola 
Fawehinmi, is a respected 
publisher, philanthropist, social 
critic, seasoned human and 
civil rights lawyer, politician, 
Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) 
and most importantly a Senior 
Advocate of the Masses (SAM). 
With his activism, Gani was a 
champion of the masses and 
nightmare of successive military 
dictators and civilian rulers.  He 
founded the Nigerian Weekly Law 
Reports and was regarded as the 
greatest lawyer and human rights 
advocate Nigeria ever produced. 
He died on the 5th of September, 
2009.

Alooma Mukhtar: First female 
Chief Justice

Aloma  Mariam  Mukhtar, GCON, 
has achieved so many firsts in the 
course of her illustrious career on 
the Bench. She is the first female 
lawyer from Northern Nigeria, 
first female judge of the High 
Court in Kano State judiciary, the 
first female justice of the Court of 

Appeal of, the first female justice 
of the Supreme Court and the first 
female Chief Justice of Nigeria.

Yusuf Bala Usman: The 
man who shaped Nigeria’s 
historiography

The Late Yusufu Bala Usman was 
one of the scholars who shaped 
Nigerian historiography. Usman 
was the founder of the Centre 
for Democratic Development, 
Research and Training at Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, where he 
taught for decades and became 
an institution on his own. He 
was the father of the current 
Managing Director of the Nigeria 
Ports Authority (NPA), Adiza Bala 
Usman. He died on September 24, 
2005 and the age of 60.

Fela Kuti: The Afro beat 
maestro

Fela Anikulapo Kuti, is arguably 
the most celebrated musician 
from the African continent. 
He was famous for his strange 
lifestyle – earning the tag of 
Abami Eda (Mysterious creature) 
-, singing and dancing dexterity 
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and lyrics that were deep in socio-
political activism, the celebration 
of African culture and religion as 
well as philosophy. He has been 
called a prophet for singing about 
some of the nation’s ills which 
have now become worse today. 
Fela died in Lagos on August 2nd, 
1997 but the greatness which he 
used in entertaining audiences all 
over the world has outlived him in 
significance and relevance.

Wole Soyinka: Nobel Prize 
Winner for Literature

Professor Oluwole Babatnde, 
Akinwande Soyinka is arguably 
Nigeria’s most iconic figure known 
all over the world for his writing, 
scholarship, common sense 
advocacy and for being the first 
black man to win the prestigious 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1986. His most popular works 
include Kongi’s Harvest, Ake 
Days, The Man died, The Lion and 
he Jewel, Trials of Brother Jero, 
Abiku, King Baabu, Death and the 
King’s Horseman etc. The erudite 
professor hails from Abeokuta in 
Ogun state.

Chinua Achebe: Africa’s 
greatest storyteller

The Late Albert Chinụalụmọgụ 
Achebe was a celebrated novelist, 
poet, professor, and critic. His first 
novel Things Fall Apart (1958), 
often considered his best, is the 
most widely read book in modern 
African literature. He won the 
Man Booker International Prize 
in 2007. His most popular works 
include Things Fall Apart, No 
Longer at Ease, Arrow of God, 
A Man of the People, Anthills of 
the Savannah, The Trouble With 
Nigeria, Chike and The River and 
There was A Country. He died on 
the 21 March, 2013.

Chimamanda Adichie: The 
latest version of Chinua Achebe

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
is a celebrated novelist whose 
narrative style has been said to be 
similar to that of late iconic writer, 
Chinua Achebe. With her parents 
who worked at the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka, Chima grew up in 
the same apartment which Achebe 
had lived while he also taught at 
the school several years back. The 

multiple award winning author 
wrote Purple Hibiscus, Half of 
Yellow Sun, The Thing Around 
Your Neck and Americanah.

Cyprian Ekwensi: The veteran 
of short stories

The late Cyprian Ekwensi was 
a trained pharmacist who chose 
literature as a career and exceled 
in it with distinction. He exceled 
especially in short stories and 
children novels. He greatest 
works were Jagua Nana, Passport 
of Mallam Ilia, Africa Night of 
Entertainment, Trouble in Form 
Six etc. He was born in Niger state 
to parents from Anambra state. 
The National Centre for Art and 
Culture in Abuja was named after 
him.

Funke Akindele: ‘Jenifa Omo 
Ghetto’

Akindele Olufunke Ayotunde 
aka Jenifa Omo Ghetto is one 
of the most versatile actors in 
Nollywood. She has become a 
household name in recent years 
due to her brilliance and unique 
style of acting. The 42-year old has 
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over a 100 movies to her credit as 
actress, writer and producer. She 
is prominent in the Yoruba and 
English speaking sections of the 
movie industry.

Olu Jacobs: The consummate 
thespian

Oludotun Baiyewu Jacobs is an 
actor par excellence renowned 
for delivering role of a king or 
no-nonsense affluent man.  In 
2007, he won the African Movie 
Academy Award for Best Actor in 
a Lead Role and in 2013, he won 
the Africa Magic Industry Merit 
Award. Born on 11 July 1942, the 
Ogun state indigene is married 
to another famous thespian, Joke 
Silva.

Ali Baba: The founder of 
stand-up comedy

Atunyota  Alleluya  Akpobome 
aka Ali Baba, an indigene of 
Delta who grew up in Lagos is an 
iconic comedian who is reputed 
to have blazed the trail of stand-
up comedy in Nigeria and also 
trained/mentored successive 
generations of comedians. Its 
credit to Ali Baba that stand-

up comedy is now a respected 
profession in the country.

Omotola Jalade-Ekehinde: 
The Pretty Face of Nollywood

Omotola Jalade-Ekeinde has 
appeared in over 300 films. She 
is the first African celebrity to 
receive over 1 million likes on 
her Facebook page. She currently 
has a total of 3 million followers 
on Facebook. Born on the 7th of 
February, 1978, Omotola is one of 
the pioneers of the video film era 
of Nigerian cinema, becoming the 
most watched actress in Africa. In 
2013, she was honoured in Time 
magazines list of the 100 most 
influential persons.

Patience Ozokwor: “The 
wicked mother-in-law”

Patience Ozokwor won the 
Best Supporting Actress award at 
the 10th Africa Movie Academy 
Awards. She was among the 
100 Nigerians honored by the 
government to celebrate the 
amalgamation of the northern 
and southern protectorates in 
1914. Born on March 25th, 1958, 
the veteran thespian is respected 

for her brilliant and passionate 
interpretation of the role of bad 
wife or wicked mother-in-law in 
movies.

Pete Edochie: The living 
legend of Nollywood 

Pete Edochie, MON, is 
considered one of Africa’s most 
talented actors, being honoured 
with an Industry Merit Award by 
MultiChoice and by Africa Film 
Academy. Born on the 7th March 
1947, he played the lead role of 
Okonkwo in an NTA adaptation 
of Chinua Achebe’s all-time 
bestselling novel, Things Fall 
Apart.

Ayinde Barrister: Founder of 
Fuji music

Sikiru Ololade Ayinde Balogun, 
MFR, aka Ayinde Barrister was 
a singer-songwriter and music 
performer. Born on February 9, 
1948 in Ibadan, Oyo state he is 
regarded as one of the pioneers 
and revolutioneers of Fuji and 
Wéré music. After his first break 
into music in 1965, Ayinde 
Barrister went on to release 
over 70 studio albums. He was 
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educated at Yaba Polytechnic in 
Lagos, and left the Nigerian Army 
to go into full-time music.  He also 
mentored and trained another 
Fuji music icon, Wasiu Ayinde. He 
died on December 16, 2010.

Wasiu Ayinde: The’ Oluaye of 
Fuji’

Olasunkanmi Wasiu Ayinde 
Marshal, aka K1 De Ultimate, is 
a Fuji music legend known for 
introducing the genre to the 
sounds of keyboards, saxophones 
and guitars. While his late mentor 
and teacher, Sikiru Ayinde 
Barrister, is credited with creating 
Fuji music, Wasiu is reputed for 
taking the genre to the entire 
globe, away from the Yoruba land 
where it originated. That’s why 
many non-Yoruba speaking tribes 
in northern Nigeria are fans of the 
widely travelled icon.

Tade Ogidan: Internationally-
acclaimed cinematographer 

Akintade Ogidan, is a Film and 
Television Screenwriter, Producer 
and Director who rose to a senior 
position as a staff of the Nigerian 

Television Authority. He is 
credited to be behind virtually all 
the world class movies churned 
out in Nigeria in the last three 
decades across the Yoruba and 
English-speaking sections of the 
film industry. He wrote, produced 
and directed hit movies like  
Hostages, Owo Blow, Diamond 
Ring, Out Of Bounds, Raging 
Storm, 7 – 12, Playing Games, 
Saving Alero, Dangerous Twins, 
Madam Dearest, Ayo Mi Da and 
Family On Fire, most of which are 
multiple award-winners in and 
outside Nigeria.

Femi Kuti: Chip off the old 
block

Olufela Olufemi Anikulapo Kuti 
is not just the eldest child of Afro-
beat legend, Fela Anikulapo Kuti, 
and a grandchild of renowned 
activist, Funmilayo Ransome Kuti, 
he has carved a niche for himself 
as a globally-recognized musician, 
being nominated for Grammy 
Awards four times in the world 
music category in 2003, 2010, 
2012 and 2013. Born on 16 June 
1962 in London, Femi’s musical 

career started when he began 
playing in his father’s band, Egypt 
80. In 1986, Femi started his own 
band, Positive Force.

Sunny Ade: King of Juju 
music

Sunday Adeniyi Adegeye, 
MFR, aka King Sunny Ade , is 
an ageless singer-songwriter, 
multi-instrumentalist, and a 
pioneer of modern world music, 
who has remained powerful 
and influential over the 
decades across generations. He 
celebrated 70 years of age and 
50 years on stage in 2017 and 
still has fans across the globe.  
Sunny Adé was born in Osogbo 
to a Nigerian royal family from 
Ondo. He was the first Nigerian 
artist to be nominated for 
Grammy Awards in 1983.

Hubert Ogunde: Father of 
the Nigerian theatre

Oloye Hubert Adedeji 
Ogunde was a renowned actor, 
playwright, theatre manager, 
and musician who founded the 
African Music Research Party 
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in 1945, the first contemporary 
professional theatrical company 
in Nigeria.  He has been 
described as “the father of 
Nigerian theatre, or the father of 
contemporary Yoruba theatre” 
who ran a formidable travelling 
theatre group with his ten wives 
and many children. He produced 
Ija Ominira and Ajani Ogun, two 
pioneer Yoruba feature-length 
films. He also co-produced the 
first celluloid film in Nigeria, 
Aiye, in 1979. He released three 
more – Jaiyesimi, Aropin N’tenia 
and Ayanmo – which were  
feature-length films influenced 
by Yoruba mysticism.

Dan Maraya Jos: The man 
who sang for the ‘Talakawa’

Adamu Wayya aka Dan Maraya  
Jos, was a renowned Hausa 
Griot best known for playing the 
kontigi. Like most professional 
musicians, the mainstay of Dan 
Maraya’s repertoire is praise 
singing, but Dan Maraya singles 
out his personal heroes rather 
than the rich and famous. During 
the Civil War, he composed 
numerous songs in praise of 

soldiers of the federal army.

Tuface Idibia: The living 
legend of R&B

Innocent Tuface Idibia is 
a globally-acclaimed singer, 
philanthropist and good 
governance advocate from the 
Idoma speaking part of Benue 
state. Since hitting the limelight 
with his Plantation Boys group 
some decades back, he has 
managed to remain relevant 
across several generations of Hip 
Hop and R&B singers and even 
mentored a number of them. 
The 42-year-old songwriter is 
married to another celebrity, 
a Nollywood star, Annie Idibia 
(nee Macaulay).

Sadiq Daba: Renowned 
broadcaster, celebrated 
thespian

Sadiq Abubakar Daba has 
had an illustrious career as 
an actor and as a broadcaster 
who worked in the Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA). In 
2015, he won the Africa Movie 
Academy Award for his role 

as ‘Inspector Waziri’ in Kunle 
Afolayan’s ‘October 1st’.

Dele Giwa: The fearless pen-
pusher

The Late Sumonu Oladele 
“Baines” Giwa was a great 
journalist and editor who 
was killed by a letter bomb in 
1986 allegedly by authorities 
who were not comfortable 
with his principled stance and 
investigative stories which 
exposed their illicit activities. 
Alongside Yakubu Muhammed, 
Ray Ekpu and Dan Agbese, he 
founded Newswatch Magazine.

Funmilayo Ransome Kuti: 
The revolutionary mother of 
radical children 

The Late Funmilayo Ransome 
Kuti, was one of Nigeria’s most 
iconic women, known for 
pioneering social activism and 
women rights advocacy in the 
country. She was the Mother of 
Fela, Beko and Olikoye, three 
outstanding Nigerians. She 
was also the wife of Reverend 
Israel Oludotun Ransome-Kuti, 
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a renowned educationist and 
pioneer leader of the Nigerian 
Union of Teachers (NUT).

Gambo Sawaba: Pioneer 
of Women rights activism in 
Northern Nigeria

The Late Hajiya Gambo 
Sawaba was the brave activist 
and philanthropist   who 
championed the cause of 
women and the oppressed in 
Northern Nigeria. Mentored and 
inspired by Funmilayo Ransome 
Kuti (whom she later traveled 
to Abeokuta to see), Hajiya 
Gambo campaigned for girl child 
education and spoke against 
child marriages in the north 
and this drew her nationwide 
acclaim.

Taiwo Akinkunmi: Designer 
of Nigeria’s flag

Taiwo Akinkunmi, OFR, a 
retired civil servant who is 
celebrated for designing the 
Nigerian flag. He entered the 
competition for the design of the 
flag in 1958 and his beautiful 
design of Green, White and 

Green was chosen and he has 
since been a national hero.

Segun Toriola: The living 
legend of ping pong

Segun Moses Toriola is an 
icon of Table Tennis in Nigeria 
and Africa. Born on the  18th 
September 1974 in Ilorin, Kwara, 
He has represented Nigeria 
at seven Summer Olympics 
debuting at Barcelona, 1992, 
the highest by any Nigerian 
sportsman. He has won Gold 
medals in the Commonwealth 
Games and in several other 
African and global events.

 
Rasheed Yekini: The fiery 

goal-king
The late Rashidi Yekini won 

the African Footballer of the 
Year in 1993, the first Nigerian 
to be so honoured. He was part 
of the team that participated in 
the 1994 World Cup which also 
won the  African Cup of Nations 
in Tunisia. He netted Nigeria’s 
first-ever goal in a World Cup, 
in a 3–0 win against Bulgaria, 
his celebration after scoring, 

crying while holding the goal’s 
net, became one of the iconic 
images of the tournament and 
the 1998 FIFA World Cup. He 
died in Ibadan on 4 May 2012 at 
the age of 48.

Mary Onyali: Nigeria’s 
queen of the Tracks

Mary Onyali-Omagbemi is a 
legendary former sprinter, who 
won the bronze medal in the 4 × 
100 m relay at the 1992 Olympic 
Games and in the 200m at the 
1996 Olympic Games. She also 
won the 1994 Commonwealth 
Games 100 metres title. 
Her consecutive Olympic 
appearances from 1988 to 2004 
made her the first Nigerian to 
compete at five Olympics, before 
the record was broken by Table 
Tennis legend, SegunToriola.

Falilat Ogunkoya: Nigeria’s 
iconic sprinter

Falilat Ogunkoya, is an expert 
of the tracks. The Ogun-state 
born athlete won a bronze medal 
in the 400m race at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics, behind Marie-
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Ikpeba

José Pérec of France and Cathy 
Freeman of Australia. She won 
several other medals in African 
and global competitions.

Stephen Keshi: The ‘Big Boss’
The Late Stephen Okechukwu 

Keshi was a legendary player and 
coach who earned 60 caps for the 
Super Eagles. Born on the 23rd 
January 1962 to parents from 
the Igbo speaking part of Delta 
state, Keshi captained the Super 
Eagles to victory in the African 
Cup of Nations in Tunisia 1994 
and coached them to the same 
triumph in South Africa in 2013, 
becoming only the second person 
to win the trophy both as a player 
and as a coach. He died on 7th of 
June, 2016 after a brief illness.

Chioma Ajunwa: Only 
individual Olympic gold 
medalist 

Chioma Ajunwa-Opara, MON, is 
the first and only Nigerian athlete 
to win an individual Olympic gold 
medal which she did at the 1996 
Games in Atlanta. She also became 
the first black African woman 

to win an Olympic gold medal in 
a field event. Ajunwa is also an 
officer with the Nigerian Police 
Force. Born on 25 December 1970, 
Ajunwa performed as a track and 
field athlete and specialized in the 
100m, 200m and long jump and 
has won several other laurels in 
international competitions.

Okocha: The master dribbler
Augustine Azuka “Jay-Jay” 

Okocha was so skillful that fans 
of English Premiership side, 
Bolton Wanderers, which he once 
played for, often sang “he was so 
good that they named him twice” 
in reference to his nickname 
“Jay Jay”. He was named one of 
the top 125 living footballers by 
Pelé in 2004. He also won the 
inaugural BBC African Footballer 
of the Year award and retained 
it the following year. The iconic 
superstar played in several World 
Cups and Cup of Nations with the 
national team, winning the latter 
in Tunisia 94 and the Atlanta 96 
Olympic Gold Medal with the U-23 
side.

Kanu:  Nigeria’s most 
decorated sportsman

Nwankwo Kanu, OON, is a 
legendary ex-international who 
captained the Dream Team to the 
Gold Medal triumph in Atlanta 
96 Olympics. He is Nigeria’s most 
decorated sportsman with an 
amazing collection of almost all 
individual and team laurels.  The 
Owerri-born lanky forward won 
a UEFA Champions League, the 
UEFA Cup, three FA Cups and two 
African Player of the Year awards 
amongst others, in the course of is 
highly successful playing career.  
He is also a UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador and renowned 

philanthropist who use his Kanu 
Heart Foundation to help African 
children overcome heart ailments, 
having recovered from a major 
heart problem himself before 
resuming soccer.

Odegbami: The Mathematical
Patrick Olusegun Odegbami 

is nicknamed Mathematical for 
his precise style of play. He was 
famous for running down the 
touchline with the ball to prevent 
opponents from getting it. Born on 
August 27, 1952, Odegbami was 
brought up in Jos, by his parents 
who hail from Ogun state.  He won 
46 caps and scored 23 goals for the 
National Team, and guided Nigeria 
to its first Africa Cup of Nations 
title at the 1980 tournament.

Emmanuel Amunike: African 
Footballer of the Year, 1994

Emmanuel Amunike featured 
prominently at the USA 1994 
World Cup and won the Tunisia 
94 Africa Cup of Nations, scoring 
the two goals in the final against 
Zambia. Amunike also won the 
1994 African Footballer of the Year 
award. He scored the winning goal 
in the Atlanta 96 football event 
final as the Dream Team won the 
gold medal.

Victor Ikpeba: The Prince of 
Monaco

Victor Nosa Ikpeba is an ex-
international striker who earned 
the nickname of ‘Prince of Monaco’ 
while playing for Monaco in France.  
Born on the 12th June 1973, Ikpeba 
played at the FIFA World Cups in 
1994 and 1998. He helped win 
the 1994 African Nations Cup and 
the Olympic football gold medal 
in 1996. He also won the African 
Footballer of year in 1996.
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Huzaifa vs Aisha: 
When glamour and style meet 
elegance in holy matrimony
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It is often said that 
life is not a bed of 
roses; meaning the 
other side of things 
can sometimes 

happen. But on the 
bright side, there are 
hardly any other day 
in a man’s life that 
matters to him as much 
as (1) The day he gets 
married to his dream 
wife (2) The days he 
welcomes his first child 
and other children as 
well (3) The days he 
watches his children 
get married to their 
respective lovers and 
(4) The day he begins to 
see his grand children.     

This sensational 
feeling hit the 
immediate past 
governor of Katsina 
state, Ibrahim Shehu 
Shema, recently 
when he gave out his 
beautiful daughter, 
Aisha, out in marriage 
to an equally 
handsome young man, 
Huzaifa Arabi Tukur.

The well attended 
wedding Fatiha was 
held on the 7th of 
September, 2018 at Al- 
Nur Mosque, Ibrahim 
Babangida Way, Wuse 
II, Abuja. 

The wedding 
reception which 
followed immediately 
was a magnificent 
occasion full of 
glamour and class as 
the bride dazzled an 
enthusiastic crowd 
of friends and well-
wishers with her 
exquisite beauty and 
unique fashion sense.

 There was no one 
who mattered in 
the Nigerian social, 
business and political 
scenes who missed 
the wedding.  While 
popular pop singer, 
Panshak Zamani, 
popularly called Ice 
Prince, was on ground 
to thrill the crowd with 
his Hausa-flavoured 
Hip Hop songs, 
former Head of State, 
General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar (rtd), former 
Vice President, Atiku 
Abubakar and Senate 
President, Dr Bukola 
Saraki, were also in 

attendance to wish 
the couple a blessed 
union. 

Other prominent 
Nigerians who graced 
the occasion were 
former Secretary to 
the Government of the 
Federation, Senator 
Anyim Pius Anyim, 
former governor of 
Kogi state, Captain 
Idris Wada (rtd), 
former Minister of 
Mines and Steel 
Development, Arch 
Musa Mohammed 
Sada among others.

The occasion was 
a memorable one for 
the couple and their 
respective parents 
who adorned 
their best attires 
and smiled all 
day. Based on 
the smooth 
nature of the 
c e r e m o n y , 
Aisha and 
Huzaifa are 
no doubt 
going to 
have a 
peaceful 
home.
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PHOTOSPEAK
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Essential supplements for 
women’s health & vitality

By Falmata Zanna

Most women cannot always 
consume all of the necessary 
minerals and vitamins through 
the diet each day. Also, for some 
women, extensive training and 

restrictive diet programs can deplete their 
body’s supply of vital minerals and vitamins. 

To maintain a healthy body and youthful 
look, every woman needs to consider 
including these nine must-have nutrients in 
their daily routine. 

These supplements not only help to 
achieve optimum health and vitality, you 
will feel more energized and boost up your 
metabolism.

1. Calcium
Calcium is a key mineral found in our 

bones and teeth. There is about one percent 
of calcium circulating in the blood that is 
essential for supporting muscles, heart, 
blood clotting and normal cell function. If 
the calcium levels in the blood drop, then 
the body takes the calcium it needs from 
the bones. Women in particular are more 
susceptible to developing osteoporosis 
(a medical condition in which the bones 
become brittle and fragile from loss of tissue, 
typically as a result of hormonal changes, 
or deficiency of calcium or vitamin D) than 
men. So, it is important to include calcium 
supplements in your diet particularly if 
you are a vegetarian, on a high protein diet, 
have kidney dysfunction, are pregnant or 
breastfeeding, or lactose intolerant. Here is 
how calcium supplements can support your 
health:
•  Promotes optimum bone health and 

prevent osteoporosis
•  Protects cardiac muscles
•  Helps control blood pressure
•  Helps maintain optimum body weight
•  Prevents premenstrual depression
•  Ensures healthy alkaline pH levels
•  Reduces risk of kidney stones and colon 

cancer

2. Omega 3 Fatty Acids
Most women dread the word “fat” 

but not all fats are bad, particularly 
monounsaturated fats and polyunsaturated 
fats. Omega-3 fatty acid is a polyunsaturated 
fat and is essential to optimal health. It is an 
essential fatty acid, which means your body 
cannot make it. So, you can only get them 
through diet or supplementation. Omega-3 
supplements are quite popular and are 
commonly available as flaxseed oil or fish 
oil. The following are some reasons why you 
should be taking Omega-3 supplements.
•  Improves blood flow
•  Improves brain function

•  Thickens hair
•  Improves heart health
• Helps the skin glow
•  Lifts depression
•  Helps achy and stiff joints
•  Reduces inflammation in the body
•  Essential for proper fetal growth

3. Magnesium
Magnesium is the fourth most abundant 

mineral in our body and plays an important 
role in the body and brain health. It 
participates in more than 300 enzymatic 
reactions in the body. However, women may 
not get enough of it even if they eat a healthy 
diet. Those who consume less than the 
recommended amount of this mineral are 
more likely to have elevated inflammation 
markers, which is associated with serious 
health problems such as heart disease, 
diabetes, and even cancer. Low magnesium 
also increases the risk of osteoporosis. Some 
common benefits of taking magnesium 
supplements are:
•  Boosts exercise performance
•  Helps fight depression

•  Helps against type 2 diabetes
•  Lowers blood pressure
•  Has anti-inflammatory benefits
•  Helps prevent migraines
•  Reduces insulin resistance
•  Improves PMS symptoms

4. Vitamin B Complex
Vitamin B complex deficiencies can have 

adverse effects on your physical and mental 
health. In the modern times, demands of the 
daily life can be quite stressful, so a woman’s 
need for important vitamins increases. 
Vitamin B complex is also important for 
supporting the adrenal glands that help 
achieve hormonal balance and prevent the 
stress hormone cortisol from being released 
and stored.

B complex vitamins include:
•  Thiamine (vitamin B1)
•  Riboflavin (vitamin B2)
•  Niacin(vitamin B3)
•  Pantothenic acid (vitamin B5)
•  Pyridoxine (vitamin B6)
•  Biotin
•  Folic acid and

Health
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•  The cobalamins (vitamin B12).

Vitamin B complex supplements offer 
the following benefits:
•  Reduced anxiety and depression
•  Improved mood
•  Reduced PMS symptoms
•  Improved memory
•  Youthfulness and vitality
•  Enhanced fertility

5. Vitamin D3
It is believed that over two third of 

women are deficient in Vitamin D. Our body 
produces Vitamin D upon exposure to sun, 
but due the amount of time spent indoors 

and the use of sunscreens, the body fails to 
absorb the benefits of sunlight. Vitamin D3 
is also found in some foods like milk, but 
many women don’t consume dairy products, 
which puts them at risk of deficiency and 
several related health conditions.

Vitamin D3 builds and supports the 
immune system and gives our body 
the ability to fight illnesses including 
osteoporosis. Vitamin D3 supplements offer 
a host of health benefits including:
•  Helps your body absorb calcium and 

phosphorus
•  Treatment and prevention of bone 

disorders such as rickets and 
osteomalacia

•  Helps keep teeth healthy
•  Boosts immunity
•  Reduces risk of hypertension

6. Iron
Iron is so important for women that 

every woman’s vitamin supplement has 
iron in it. It is a component of haemoglobin, 
and without adequate iron levels, the blood 
is unable to transport oxygen from lungs 

to the tissues of the body. Iron deficiency 
can cause symptoms such as dizziness, 
fatigue, bruising easily and difficulty 
making decisions. It also plays a critical 
role in metabolism, which means proper 
iron levels are important for weight 
maintenance. Women lose blood every 
month during menstruation, so they need 
to ensure that they get enough iron through 
food or supplementation.

Women who menstruate lose blood (and 
by extension, iron) every month. It’s vital to 
get enough either through supplementation 
or by the food you eat. Iron supplements 
offer numerous health benefits:
•  Promotes youthfulness and vitality

•  Improves appetite
•  Contributes to brain development
•  Enhances immunity
• Aids muscle function
•  Ensures a healthy pregnancy
•  Alleviates Restless Leg Syndrome
•  Provides relief from premenstrual 

symptoms

7. Folate
Folate is one of the B vitamins, which 

participates in several key processes. It is 
needed for the formation of white blood 
cells and red blood cells, the conversion of 
carbohydrates into energy and production 
of RNA and DNA. Adequate intake of folate 
is essential during periods of rapid growth 
such as infancy, adolescence and pregnancy. 
It is also helps support normal levels of 
homocysteine in the blood, a heart risk 
factor.

Folate is found largely in green leafy 
vegetables. If you are not too fond of eating 
greens regularly, then chances are that you 
need folate supplements. Some benefits of 
taking folate supplements include:

•  Reduced risk of birth defects
•  Maintaining a healthy heart
•  Lowers risk of depression
•  Lowers risk of certain types of cancer
•  May reduce the risk of stroke
•  Promotes normal cholesterol levels
•  Great for colon health
•  Reduces risk of age-related macular 

degeneration

8. Coenzyme Q10
Coenzyme Q10 is a fat-soluble nutrient. 

It is a powerful antioxidant and a key 
component in fuelling the production of 
energy within cells. Coenzyme Q10 also 
prevents premature ageing and promotes 

a healthy heart and 
circulatory system.

It is available in several 
food sources such as meat, 
fish, beans and legumes. 
However, if your diet does 
not include good amounts 
of these foods, or you 
are taking cholesterol 
lowering medication, then 
you need Coenzyme Q10 
supplements, because 
these medications inhibit 
the body’s ability to 
produce Coenzyme Q10 
or absorb it from food. 
Benefits of Coenzyme Q10 
supplementation include:
•  May help treat heart 
failure
•  Helps with fertility
•  Promotes younger 
looking skin
•  Reduces headaches
•  Increase exercise 
performance
•  Helps with diabetes
•  Plays a role in cancer 
prevention
•  Protects the lungs
•  Good for the brain

9. Probiotics
When someone tells you that you should 

eat yogurt regularly, you should listen. 
The probiotics found in yogurt are really 
an important part of a woman’s health. 
The digestive tract is full of good and bad 
bacteria, and it is important to maintain a 
proper balance for optimum good health. 
This is what the probiotics help us achieve.

By adding good bacteria into the system, 
probiotics help relieve gastrointestinal 
issues such as diarrhea, flatulence and 
bloating. Apart from promoting good 
health, probiotics also offer other health 
benefits. Some important reasons why 
women should take probiotics everyday 
are:
•  Help get clear and healthy skin
•  Prevent and treat vaginal yeast 

infections
•  Prevent Urinary Tract Infections
•  Help weight loss
•  Relieve symptoms associated with 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
•  Relieve constipation

Health
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Natural remedies 
to get rid of 

vaginal odour
By Falmata Zanna

Vaginal odour is a very 
common problem that 
most women have to deal 
with at least once or twice 
in their life.

Vaginal odour can be due to 
a number of reasons, such as 
bacterial growth, yeast infections, 
poor hygiene, hormonal changes, 
and sexually transmitted diseases.

If the problem is due to 
infection, there may be symptoms 
like redness, itching, burning and 
irritation in the vaginal area. A fishy 
odour down there, in particular, is 
caused by bacterial vaginosis.

No matter what the reason, 
vaginal odour can be very 
embarrassing. There are many 
natural remedies to help treat 
vaginal odour.

Here are the few ways to get rid 
of vaginal odour.

1. Apple Cider Vinegar
Due to its antibacterial and 

antiseptic properties, apple cider 
vinegar can be used to fight vaginal 
odour. In fact, taking a bath with 
apple cider vinegar is one of the 
simplest ways to get rid of the 
bad odour. This will help fight off 
the toxins and bacteria that cause 
vaginal odour. It will also help 

restore the acidic quality of the 
vaginal flora.

Mix two cups of apple cider 
vinegar in warm bath water. Soak in 
it for about 20 minutes. Follow this 
remedy several times a week to get 
quick results.

 You can also drink a glass of 
water mixed with one or two 
tablespoons of apple cider vinegar 
daily.

 
2. Baking Soda
Baking soda is another 

ingredient that can be used to 
balance the pH level in your body. 
When the pH level is in balance, 

the problem of vaginal odour will 
dissipate.
a.  Add one-half cup of baking 

soda to your bathwater.
b.  Soak your lower body in it for 

about 20 minutes.
c.  Dry yourself thoroughly with 

a clean towel. This remedy 
will help fight a yeast infection 
and can help get rid of odour 
quickly.

3. Yogurt
Another good ingredient that 

can be used to treat vaginal odour is 
yogurt. Yogurt is rich in lactobacillus 
bacteria, which help fight candida 
infection (one of the most common 
causes of vaginal odour) and restore 
the normal vaginal pH level. Once 
the pH level is balanced, the vaginal 
odour will be gone.

 Eat two cups of unsweetened, 
plain yogurt daily. You can also take 
probiotic supplements.

 Another option is to soak a 
tampon in plain yogurt and insert it 
into your body. Leave it in for a few 
hours, and rinse the area thoroughly 
after removing the tampon.

Health
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Kofi Annan: The 
measure of a 

Kofi Annan: 

“A measure of a man is not determined
By his show of outward strength,
Or the volume of his voice,
Or the thunder of his actions
Or of his intellect or academic abilities
It is seen rather in the measure of the love he has For 
his family and for everyone.
The strength of his commitments
And the genuineness of his friendships,
Sincerity of his purpose
The quite courage of his convictions……”
- Grady Poulard

By Matthew Hassan Kukah 

At the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government, one of the 
Professors who taught a subject 
called Reading History gave us 
an assignment. The strongest 

part of the course was the need for students 
to prepare themselves for problem-solving 
roles which come with leadership in public 
life. The idea was to let students know that 
as leaders, the problems of yesterday could 
repeat themselves. The idea was to use the 
experiences of leaders to teach.

One day the Professor came to class with 
a small basket. Towards the end of the class, 
he asked that the small basket be passed 
around the whole class. It contained pieces 
of paper which he said we were just to pick 
one piece of paper but not to open it. 

A few minutes later, he asked everyone 
to open the little paper he or she had. We 
all did. The pieces of papers were names 
of prominent leaders around the world. I 
opened my own piece of paper and there 
before me was the name, Hanna Ashrawi. 
The Professor said we were all to research 
on the names we had chosen. The following 
weeks, we would each have ten minutes to 
address the class impersonating the person 
we had chosen.

I thought it would take away the essence 
of the programme if I complained that I had 
chosen a woman. I admired the brilliance 
and spunky patriotism of Dr. Ashrawi 
and I knew little bit about the Palestinian 
question, so fitting into her shoes was going 
to be great fun, I thought. Then, as the class 
ended, one of my female classmates walked 
up to me and said: Father Matthew (as I 

insisted they call me), I 
picked Kofi Annan and I 
do not see how I, a white 
female can mimic Annan 
without making a fool 
of myself. I think you 
would make a good 
Kofi Annan (I was the 
only black person in the 
class!) Who did you pick, 
she asked me? I told her I 
picked Dr. Hanna Ashrawi. 
She said she hadn’t heard of 
her but it would make sense 
so, she pleaded with me 
to take Annan and give her 
Ashrawi. I told her we needed 
to clear with the Professor. He 
graciously agreed. Although 
it spoilt my fun, being Kofi 
Annan had great appeal. 

I set about researching on 
Kofi Annan. When my turn 
came, I wore a suit and told 
the class about my rural but 
aristocratic background and the 
good education I had received. 

I was a prince from Kumasi 
and now, Secretary General of 
the United Nations. In my fake 
speech before the class, I spoke 
about coming from Africa, studying 
in MIT just down the road from 
the Kennedy School. In the course 
of my research I had decided to go 
to MIT and look up the place so I 
spoke with some little of authority. 
I spoke of the challenges of 

being the number one 
peacekeeper in the world. 
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Pretending to be Annan was quite some 
fun and in the end, the class agreed that I 
had really faked it well.

My chance of meeting the legend in 
real life came in January 2014 after the 
Conference of Political Parties that had 
been convened by Chief Ben Obi of the 
Office for Interparty Affairs then. Chief 
Emeka Anyaoku chaired the Conference 
and I had accepted the invitation and 
planned to attend, but in the end, I could 
not make it. Late that evening, I got a call 
from Chief Anyaoku. I was convinced he 
had called to ask why I had not made it to 
the Conference. Rather, he was gracious 
but then went straight to the point. Have 
you met Kofi Annan? he asked in his 
gentle, authority-laden but firm voice. I 
told him I had not had the honour and 
then he proceeded: “If you are free, Mr. 
Annan and I are at the Transcorp Hilton 
and he will like to meet you, but he 
has a flight to catch tonight.” I dropped 
everything else I was doing and rushed 
to the 10th floor of the hotel where I met 
the two great men waiting for me. 

Chief Anyaoku made the introductions 
and as I shook his hand, I told him how 
very pleased I was to finally meet him. 
Time did not allow me to tell him I had 
successfully faked him. I congratulated 
him for having held the candle for Africa 
at the United Nations and the great work 
he was still doing for peace in the world. 

Chief Anyaoku had already requested 
me to convene the National Peace 
Committee and therefore introduced me 
to Mr. Annan in that regard. We discussed 
briefly the prospects and he informed 
me of his willingness to assist the NPC in 
any way we wanted. We must all ensure 
that Nigeria succeeds he said firmly, as 
we bade goodbye. I thanked and bade 
him goodbye.

Our paths would later cross again and 
I got to know the man a bit better. His 
serenity was always an inspiration and 
I later had the opportunity of actually 
sitting and listening to him in Geneva 
and at the prestigious Oslo Forum where 
he was always an inspiring special guest, 
sharing the hazards and challenges in 
his wide experiences in peace keeping 
around the world. It was humbling to be 
in the company of so great a man who had 
no airs, who, despite the high pedestal 
on which he stood, was extremely polite 
in speech and conduct. 

At the Oslo Forum in June last year, 
I took the opportunity to sit down to 
lunch with him. I had the rare privilege of 
chatting with him for some time before a 
few others joined us. We spoke about the 
efforts of the Peace Committee in Nigeria, 
the deep concerns and frustrations about 
the elusive quest for peace in Africa and 

the challenges of democracy on the 
continent. I listened to him repeat the 
famous story of someone running after 
him and asking for an autograph from 
him thinking he was Morgan Freeman. 
On closer look, you really see that he was 
a Morgan Freeman without the diamond 
earpiece.  

The last time I saw Mr. Annan was 
on April 12 this year at an event titled 
“Retreat to Peace”, where the Swiss 
government had brought together 
prominent political actors from different 
countries that were dealing with issues 
of elections between now and next year.

Our delegation, led by General 
Abubakar Abdusalami was made up of 
Professor Okey Ibeanu of INEC, Clement 
Nwankwo of the Situation Room and my 
humble self. With us was Pascal Holliger 
of the Swiss Embassy, an effective 
Nigerian hand, who was our facilitator. 

Mr. Annan had graciously accepted to 
sit down to discuss the possibility of his 
involvement with the NPC ahead of the 
2019 elections in Nigeria. He had already 
committed himself to making at least 
two trips to Nigeria before our elections 
to support and encourage our country. 

His commitment to Nigeria for very 
obvious family reasons is already well 
known. In the last month or so, the NPC 

had already established contact with 
him through his Foundation and were 
already working on his participation 
in a future meeting of the NPC and the 
political actors in Nigeria ahead of the 
2019 elections. 

What tribute can people like us on the 
periphery make to so great a man? With 
Mandela gone and now Mr. Annan, it is 
hard to think of any other overarching 
leader with enough moral authority 
to summon our erring leaders to the 
paths of rectitude, honour and service 
to our people. 

Increasingly, far too many African 
leaders, while pretentiously wearing 
the toga of democracy, continue to 
retain the corrosive tendencies to 
tyranny and autocracy, determined 
to criminally hold on to power at all 
cost and at the expense of the future 
of their people. Now he is in a higher 
place and his prayers will help our 
dear continent. 

For now, the new generations of 
Africa, the youth, will have to grow up 
and get used to facing the turbulent 
oceans that lie ahead with no moral 
navigational aids. His death marks the 
end of an era for Africa and Africans.

Father Kukah is the Catholic 
Archbishop of Sokoto Diocese.
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Foreign

John McCain’s final letter 
to Americans        

  Shortly after his death, Senator John McCain’s former 
campaign manager, Rick Davis, acting as a spokesperson 
for the McCain family, read aloud the text of the late 
senator’s final letter to the public. Below is the transcript 
according to Davis:

My fellow 
Americans, 
whom I have 
g r a t e f u l l y 
served for 60 

years, and especially my 
fellow Arizonians, thank 
you for the privilege 
of serving you, and for 
the rewarding life that 
service in uniform and in 
public office has allowed 
me to lead.

I’ve tried to serve our 
country honorably. I’ve 
made mistakes, but I 
hope my love for America 
will be weighed favorably 
against them. I’ve often 
observed that I am the 
luckiest person on Earth. 
I feel that way even now, 
as I prepare for the end 
of my life. I’ve loved my 
life, all of it. I’ve had 
experiences, adventures, 
friendships, enough for 
10 satisfying lives, and I 
am so thankful. Like most 
people, I have regrets. But 
I would not trade a day 
of my life in good or bad 
times for the best day of 
anybody else’s.

I owe this satisfaction 
to the love of my family. 
One man has never had a more 
loving wife or children he was 
prouder of than I am of mine. 
And I owe it to America to be 
connected to America’s causes: 
Liberty, equal justice, and respect 
for the dignity of all people bring 
happiness more sublime than 
life’s fleeting pleasures. Our 
identities and sense of worth 
were not circumscribed, but are 
enlarged by serving good causes 
bigger than ourselves.

Fellow Americans, that 
association has meant more to 

me than any other. I lived and 
died a proud American. We are 
citizens of the world’s greatest 
republic, a nation of ideals, not 
blood and soil. We are blessed and 
are a blessing to humanity when 
we uphold and advance those 
ideals at home and in the world. 
We have helped liberate more 
people from tyranny and poverty 
than ever before in history, and 
we have acquired great wealth 
and power in the progress.

We weaken our greatness 
when we confuse our patriotism 

with tribal rivalries that have 
sown resentment and hatred and 
violence in all the corners of the 
globe. We weaken it when we 
hide behind walls, rather than 
tear them down; when we doubt 

the power of our 
ideals, rather than 
trust them to be 
the great force for 
change they have 
always been.

We are 325 
million opinionated, 
v o c i f e r o u s 
individuals. We 
argue and compete 
and sometimes 
even vilify each 
other in our raucous 
public debates. But 
we have always 
had so much more 
in common with 
each other than in 
disagreement. If 
only we remember 
that and give each 
other the benefit 
of the presumption 
that we all love 
our country, we will 
get through these 
challenging times. We 
will come through 
them stronger than 
before, we always do.

Ten years ago I 
had the privilege to 
concede defeat in the 
election for president. 
I want to end my 
farewell to you with 

heartfelt faith in 
Americans that I felt so powerfully 
that evening. I feel it powerfully still.

Do not despair of our present 
difficulties. We believe always in the 
promise and greatness of America 
because nothing is inevitable here. 
Americans never quit, we never 
surrender, we never hide from 
history. We make history.

Farewell fellow Americans, God 
bless you, and God bless America.”

 
 

Culled from The Atlantic
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2019: Atiku Vs. Buhari
There has been some clarity about 

Nigeria’s 2019 presidential election, 
with the end of the October 7 
deadline set by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 

(INEC) for the conduct of party primaries at all 
levels. On Saturday, the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC), at its convention held in Abuja, 
ratified the choice of incumbent President 
Muhammadu Buhari as its flagbearer, with a 
curious vote tally of 14.8 million. President 
Buhari and his supporters have continuously 
left no one in doubt that they intend to have a 
second shot at power and office. The number of 
party members across Nigeria who endorsed the 
Buhari candidacy has however raised eyebrows. 
14.8 million! In the 2015 elections, that was a 
little less than the same number of total votes 
that the incumbent got in a nationwide general 
vote. What is the actual number of persons on 
the party’s membership register – 15.6 million? 
Concerned observers have argued that this is 
an indication of the determination of the ruling 
party to rig the 2019 presidential elections, in 
favour of a 75-year old candidate to whom they 
insist, there is no alternative. The no-alternative 
talk is, of course, the height of sycophancy and 
the extent of its idiocy has now been exposed.

Just as the APC held its convention over the 
weekend, other political parties participating 
in the 2019 general elections were also busy 
choosing their own candidates, and now we 
have on the field, the following presidential 
candidates: Atiku Abubakar (Peoples 
Democratic Party), Donald Duke (Social 
Democratic Party), Olusegun Mimiko (Zenith 
Labour Party), Omoyele Sowore (African 
Action Congress), Kingsley Moghalu (Young 
Progressives Party), Fela Durotoye (Alliance 
for New Nigeria), Tope Fasua (Abundance 
Nigeria Renewal Party), Eunice Atuejide 
(National Interest Party), Adesina Fagbenro-
Byron (Kowa Party), Eniola Olajuni (Alliance 
for Democracy), Gbenga Olawepo-Hashim 

By Reuben Abati (Alliance for People’s Trust), Obadaiah Mailafia 
(African Democratic Congress), Alistair 
Soyode (Yes Electorates Solidarity), Hamza 
A-Mustapha (People’s Party of Nigeria), Chike 
Ukaegbu (Advanced Allied Party), Ahmed 
Buhari (Sustainable National Party), Usman 
Ibrahim Alhaji (National Rescue Movement), 
John Ogbor (All Progressives Grand Alliance), 
Yabagi Sani (Action Democratic Party), Moses 
Shipi (All Blending Party), Peter Nwangwu 
(We the People of Nigeria), Edozie Madu 
(Independent Democrats) and Obiageli 
Ezekwesili (Allied Congress Party of Nigeria). 
Twenty-six presidential candidates so far, except 
any one has been overlooked in this list.

What we know is that this is probably the most 
demographically diverse presidential contest 
line-up in Nigerian history – an indication of 
the people’s determination to participate in the 
country’s political process at the highest level. 
From a 35-year old Ukaegbu to Buhari who is 
officially 75, the refrains in Nigeria’s emerging 
democratic process, deducible from the names 
of the political parties are “action”, “progressive”, 
“new”, “renewal”, “alliance”, “sustainable”, 
“rescue”, “people”, “democracy”, “democratic”, 
“blending”. This is in keeping with the mood 
of the opposition in the country. The people, as 
reflected in the political parties’ nomenclature, 
want a new Nigeria, change and progress. It is 
an obvious comment on the performance of the 
incumbent administration.

The point has been made, and it is a useful 
one, that whereas there has been increased 
interest in the presidential race, particularly 
given the number of young candidates inspired 
by the Not-Too-Young-To-Run law that 
was passed in May 2018, in reality, the 2019 
presidential race in Nigeria is bound to end 
up as a two-horse race. Only two of the many 
political parties – the APC and the PDP – have 
the following, the structures, resources, and 
the necessary brand recognition to be able to 
put up a good showing. The PDP was in power 
from 1999 to 2015. It was displaced in 2015 
by an alliance of political parties that took the 

name: All Progressives Congress. Today, the 
APC is the party in power and its candidate 
is president of Nigeria. Both the APC and the 
PDP are in charge at the state level and they 
both control the majority of seats in legislative 
assemblies across the country. Many of the 
other political parties in the race are products 
of alliances and mergers but as at this moment, 
there is not yet a compelling alliance or merger, 
such as in the case of the APC in 2015, that can 
threaten the dominance of two political parties 
– the APC and the PDP. Some of the emergent 
presidential candidates are political tyros, but 
who nevertheless bring a freshness of ideas and 
style to the unfolding contest.

What we see with plain-sight certainty is 
that the 2019 presidential election in Nigeria is 
bound to be a strong fight between the APC and 
the PDP; and between former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar and President Muhammad 
Buhari, and is indeed more of a beauty contest 
between the latter. There is not much difference 
between the two political parties, as Nigeria’s 
politics is hardly driven by any ideology, but 
only by symbols. The APC uses the broom as 
a symbol, the PDP the umbrella, and that is 
the only known difference. The truth is that 
majority of members of the two parties were 
either a member of one or the other at one point 
in their political careers or another. Former 
Vice President Atiku has been in both parties, 
crossing from one to the other in the last four 
years. President Buhari has been previously 
a member of the All Nigeria Peoples Party 
(ANPP), later the Congress for Progressive 
Change (CPC), before joining the APC. While 
the people may not see a difference between six 
and half-a-dozen, they will make a choice on the 
basis of the personalities and perceptions of the 
two leading candidates. Except the unexpected 
occurs, the next president of Nigeria will either 
be incumbent President Buhari, who will be 
running for president for the fifth time, or 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, who previously sought 
the same office, without success.

Both candidates are of Northern and Fulani 

Politics
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Politics
extraction, which fits into the country’s unwritten 
geo-politics. Atiku is from the North-East State 
of Adamawa. Buhari is from the North-Western 
State of Katsina. To the average, majority-group, 
Northern voter, a major calculation in Nigeria’s 
ethnic and religious politics, the emergence of 
Atiku and Buhari means that power will remain 
in the North for another four years if Buhari 
wins, and possibly eight years more if Atiku 
wins. Both men are also Muslims. Both men are 
also septuagenarians. Atiku is 71. Buhari is 75. 
The younger presidential candidates will seek to 
make heavy weather out of this, but it may not 
count for much in the contest. Both men have 
had significant experience at the highest level: 
Buhari as military Head of State (1983-85) and 
Atiku as vice president to President Olusegun 
Obasanjo (1999-2007). One of the major issues 
to look forward to is the health status of the 
two main candidates. The incumbent has been 
in and out of hospital in the course of the last 
three years, spending close to 100 days out of 
the country in one notable instance. Atiku in 
comparison, appears much healthier, except any 
damaging medical report shows up before the 
crucial vote.

Buhari’s handlers have lost the “no-alternative” 
argument. On paper and going by the facts, 
Atiku presents a very formidable alternative. His 
emergence as the standard-bearer of the PDP is 
strategic. PDP members have chosen wisely. The 
PDP has been struggling for survival since it lost 
power at the centre in 2015. The return of some of 
the key politicians who defected from the party: 
including Senator Rabiu Kwankwaso, and Senator 
Bukola Saraki, helped to place the party on the 
path of revival. Atiku’s emergence as presidential 
candidate has strengthened that process. Atiku has 
all that it takes to build bridges across the divides 
within the party and lead a robust campaign 
against President Buhari. The president’s men 
will seek to campaign on the platform of integrity. 
They will argue that Buhari deserves a second 
term because he has been able to wage war against 
corruption. They will paint Atiku as greedy and 
corrupt, and insinuate that a vote for both the PDP 
and Atiku will be a vote for corruption. This is at 
best a time-bound cliché. The Atiku team should 
be able to mobilise compelling and damaging 
counter-narratives.

The Buhari campaign is vulnerable on another 
score: performance. President Buhari came to 
power in 2015 with the promise that he would run a 
government of CHANGE, offer Nigerians a better 
life and greater hope. He was seen as a messiah. 
For the first time in his bid for the presidency, he 
was embraced by every major constituency in the 
country. Better known as a provincial political 
leader, he received impactful support from the 
South-West, the East and the North, and was 
projected as a truly national politician and a 
remodeled democrat. But as it happened, Buhari 
and the APC over-promised and under-delivered. 
They promised to fight corruption. Public opinion 
is grossly divided on that. They said they will fix 
the economy. They have presided over one of 
the worst economic seasons in Nigerian history. 
They were sure that security would no longer be 
a problem given Buhari’s background as a military 
leader. Instead, Nigeria’s security problems became 
worse. In 2014/2015, Buhari had the support of 
Nigeria’s former leaders – military and civilian – 
who thought he would make a better president 
than President Goodluck Jonathan. He has lost 
that support. He has since received letters asking 
him to shape up or ship out, or better still, to 

forget seeking a second term in office. He has not 
heeded that advice. Civil society has also changed 
its mind about the promise that he held out. The 
international community is not impressed either. 
On all counts, Atiku Abubakar stands a good 
chance. In Nigerian politics, the maxim that, “the 
taste of the pudding is in the eating” also rings 
ever so true. But his golden moment lies ahead of 
him. Fears that his emergence as PDP presidential 
candidate could cause friction within the PDP did 
not materialise. The other interested candidates 
not only embraced him, they promised to work 
with him to ensure the victory of the PDP in 2019. 
Atiku has the support of Nigeria’s leadership elite, 
including the extremely influential class of retired 
Generals. His boss, President Olusegun Obasanjo, 
who once wrote him off, has not objected to 
his emergence. Obasanjo is an astute political 
pragmatist. He has not minced words in saying 
that Buhari does not deserve a second term. He 
clearly also understands that personal differences 
apart, an Atiku presidency will, in many ways, 
be an extension of the Obasanjo legacy. If there 
is any other political legacy that Atiku knows, it 
invariably hacks back to Obasanjo. Atiku came 
to limelight through the Shehu Yar’Adua political 
machinery: the People’s Front of Nigeria (PFN) 
which later became the People’s Democratic 
Movement (PDM). Yar’Adua, who was murdered 
in prison by the Abacha government, used that 

platform to build bridges across Nigeria. Obasanjo 
was Yar’Adua’s friend, they were both Abacha’s 
prisoners, and he would later prove his loyalty 
to the man who previously served him as chief 
of staff, by anointing his junior brother, Umaru 
Yar’Adua as Nigeria’s president in 2007.

It was Atiku Abubakar, not Umaru Yar’Adua 
who inherited the Shehu Yar’Adua political 
machinery. In fairness to Atiku, he has kept that 
machinery alive, oiling it, over the years, such 
that there is no part of Nigeria where you do 
not have a PFN-PDM cell. Atiku’s emergence 
has automatically re-activated those cells. In 
comparison, Buhari has no political machinery 
of his own other than his folk hero status among 
Northern youth. The educated ones among those 
Northern youth are now rebelling against him. 
There is a class of young Northern intellectuals, 
educated in some of the best universities around 
the world, who have the capacity, I mean the 
intellectual heft, to assess every argument or 
proposition on its own merits. They have turned 
against Buhari. They resent the triumph of the 
stereotypical Northerner under his watch. They 
feel insulted. They are unimpressed by the small 
games that Nigerian politicians play. They, not 
even the Lagos-Ibadan press, will be Buhari’s main 
undoing in the months ahead. I cannot confirm 
that they are over-awed by Atiku either. They will 
probably classify him as a better representative of 
the North.

Atiku is cosmopolitan. He has since leaving 
office in 2007, opened himself up to ideas, and the 
modernist world. Significantly, he has not branded 
himself as a cattle-rearer. He has investments in 
education, agriculture, maritime and other sectors 
of the economy. There has been no complaint 
about his emergence as PDP presidential candidate 
from Corporate Nigeria – that wing of Nigerian 
politics populated by deluded egoists who think 
money is everything – and that is understandable. 
Corporate Nigeria knows that its leaders can have 
a comfortable conversation with Atiku because 
he has a working and practical knowledge of how 
the Nigerian economy works. He once headed 
the country’s Economic Management Team and 
he superintended over Nigeria’s privatisation 
process. Nobody will have to speak to him in 
Hausa language to explain the meaning of simple 
economic terms.

Politically, even members of the ruling All 
Progressives Congress see Atiku Abubakar as 
one of their own. There is no major player in 
this country who has not had the opportunity of 
interacting with Atiku at one level or the other. 
To every other constituency, Atiku is saying that 
Nigeria must be restructured. He poses a real 
threat to President Buhari’s second term ambition. 
Senator Kwankwaso, now the main PDP politician 
in Kano State, will divide the votes in Kano in 
Atiku’s favour. The South-East and the South-
South may not vote for Buhari. In the South-West, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, the godfather of Lagos 
State politics, has every reason to give Buhari “an 
Ambode treatment.” The Atiku Challenge is real 
and bankable. The only option available to the 
incumbent is rigging! While nobody in the Buhari 
camp can afford the luxury of laughter, me, I just 
dey here dey laugh. I will tell the story in print and 
on television.

Reuben Abati, a former presidential 
spokesperson, writes from Lagos.

“Buhari’s 
handlers have 
lost the “no-
alternative” 
argument. 
On paper and 
going by the 
facts, Atiku 
presents a very 
formidable 
alternative. His 
emergence as 
the standard-
bearer of 
the PDP is 
strategic. PDP 
members 
have chosen 
wisely. The 
PDP has been 
struggling for 
survival since 
it lost power at 
the centre in 
2015.
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Viewpoint 

Like Olurunbi, 
like Okorocha
By Emmanuel Ogbeche

The governor of 
Imo state, Rochas 
Okorocha, is a man 
fit for the theatre. 
Besides having the 

gift of the garb, he is given to 
putting up acts.

The only worry is that he 
hardly knows that his plays, 
more often than not, are 
farcical and are interspersed 
with ghoulish characters.

The more he indulges in 
his outlandish fancy of seeing 
himself as the next best thing 
after fresh bread, the more the 
audience pukes and leaves the 
cinema. 

More than that not, Rochas, 

some of his traducers say, 
roaches, reminds one of 
Olurunbi in the Yoruba myth 
of the same title.

Olurunbi lived in a certain 
village where no children had 
been born for many years, 
and the people were greatly 
distressed.

Worried by the turn of 
events, all the women of the 
village went together into the 
forest, to the magic tree, the 
Iroko, and implored the spirit 
of the tree to help them.

The Iroko-man asked what 
gifts they would bring if he 
consented to help them, the 
women eagerly promised 
him corn, yams, fruit, goats, 
and sheep; but Oluronbi, the 

young wife of a wood-carver, 
promised to bring her first 
child.

Same for Rochas who had 
dreamt of being governor of 
Imo state for a very long time 
though he prattles around 
aspiring for the presidency.

Rochas with the burning 
desire to be governor wined 
and dined with all sorts across 
the length and breadth of the 
state promising like Olurunbi 
to bring the best if they could 
trust him.

The people benevolent 
as the Iroko gave him their 
votes and made him governor 
against the shenanigans of 
the powers-that-be then. 
Like Oluronbi’s child which 
was the most beautiful of all 
the children that now filled 
the village, so was Rochas’s 
promises.

In the fullness of time, 
the other women took their 
promised gifts of corn, yams, 
fruit, goats, and sheep; but 
Oluronbi took nothing to 
propitiate the tree.

So it was one day that 
Oluronbi passed through the 
forest, the Iroko-man seized 
her and changed her into a 
small brown bird, which sat on 
the branches of the tree and 
plaintively sang:
 “One promised a sheep,
 One promised a goat,
 One promised fruit,
 But Oluronbi promised her 

child.”
Seven years plus as governor, 

the people are asking Rochas, 
where are the goods you 
promised including the roads? 
Instead of keeping to his oath, 
Rochas like Olurunbi goes; 
‘I am sorry for some of you 
who say that I have destroyed 
all the roads. It is because of 
the unprecedented rainfall. I 
wonder if the rains are acidic. 
I assure you that we will put 
them in order.’

Well, as the tide comes 
full cycle with the elections a 
couple of months away, may 
the people show Rochas that 
they can turn him into a small 
brown bird including the 
minnow he brings up.

Emmanuel Ogbeche is an 
Abuja-based journalist and 
activist 
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Analysis

Atiku and the rise of Peter Obi

By Reuben Abati 
Shortly after former 
Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar became 
the flag-bearer of the 

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
on October 6, party members 
and other stakeholders began to 
recommend running mates for him 
and a short list began to feature 
on the front pages of Nigerian 
newspapers. Some of the names 
that were mentioned included 
former Governor Peter Obi, former 
CEO/Managing Director, Assets 
Management Company of Nigeria 
(AMCON) - Mustapha Chike-Obi, 
former Minister of Agriculture and 
AfDB President - Akin Adesina, 
former Minister of Finance and 
Supervising Minister of the 
Economy - Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
former CBN Governor -Charles 
Soludo, and Deputy Senate 
President - Ike Ekweremadu. 

For about five days, there were 
theories and permutations, and 
a comparison of the credentials 
of the proposed running mates. 
Former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar has acted pro-actively 

By Reuben Abati by quickly putting an end to 
the speculations. He met with 
the party leadership, consulted 
with other interest groups and 
promptly announced Peter Obi. 
If this is a sign of how he intends 
to run Nigeria if he becomes 
President, then he is off to a good 
start.  In the past week, he also did 
something else that was clever. He 
made peace with his former boss, 
President Olusegun Obasanjo. He 
asked for Obasanjo’s blessings 
and Obasanjo, wearing his hat as a 
seasoned political pragmatist and 
ebora strategist, endorsed Atiku. 

The speech delivered by 
Obasanjo on that occasion is an 
elegant study in the art of being 
important.  President Obasanjo 
said he has forgiven Atiku for his 
many sins, which he Obasanjo had 
complained about previously.  He 
described him as someone who 
has a knowledge of business, who 
is less inflexible and a “Wazobia” 
man. There were subtle digs 
at the incumbent President 
Muhammadu Buhari, when 
Obasanjo advised Atiku not to 
recruit only kith and kin and try to 
run an inclusive government. In the 
same speech, Obasanjo reminded 

Atiku of his indebtedness to the 
Obasanjo legacy and the need to 
sustain that legacy. He also set an 
agenda for the man he described 
as Nigeria’s President-to-be. He 
even said “Insha Allah”. Obasanjo 
in that well-composed speech, 
practically killed many birds with 
one stone in many incantatory 
voices: boss, statesman, and letter-
writer. 

It was Atiku’s second biggest 
endorsement since he got his 
party’s ticket – the first being 
his victory in Port Harcourt. 
Obasanjo’s endorsement is 
particularly significant given 
the history of the relationship 
between both men. To add that 
Obasanjo has voice, influence and 
authority is to state the obvious, 
and we need to tell those who 
argue that Obasanjo has just one 
vote that they are politically dumb! 
Atiku’s boss has given him a new 
testimonial that has refurbished 
him. Obasanjo who once tore his 
membership card of the PDP, has 
also more or less re-oxygenated 
the party’s Presidential aspiration. 
The panic that this has caused 
in the Buhari camp is perfectly 
understandable even if the resort 
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to name-calling and abuse by the 
President’s foot-soldiers may be 
counter-productive in the long 
run. It won’t make Obasanjo and 
his associates change their mind. 
Atiku’s gain is Buhari’s loss.

Then came the rise of Peter Obi… 
Without a doubt, all the persons 
on the shortlist of running mates 
for Atiku have relative strengths. 
They have all proven their mettle 
in the public arena. But with 
Peter Obi already chosen, we 
need not indulge in any detailed 
comparison except to note that 
very important to the selection 
process would have been, not 
just geo-politics, but also such 
factors as the temperament of the 
individual, the chemistry between 
the principal and the deputy, 
electoral value, international 
exposure, acceptability by key 
stakeholders and public persona. 

My take is that former Governor 
of Anambra State, Peter Obi is 
bound to strengthen the chances 
of the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in the scheduled 2019 
Presidential elections. He will 
prove to be an asset to the Atiku 
campaign and also to the Nigerian 
government if the PDP wins 
the Presidential election. The 
announcement of his name has 
generated so much excitement in 
Igboland, particularly in his home 
state of Anambra where people 
broke out in dancing jigs at beer 
parlours, and free drinks were 
declared. Across the South East, 
his Igbo kinsmen are also similarly 
excited. Those who know him in 
politics and business attest to his 
good character, self-discipline, 
competence and fair-mindedness. 
I want to congratulate Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar for choosing wisely 
and I want to disagree with those 
who argue that the Presidential 
candidate of the PDP should have 
chosen his running mate from the 
South Western part of the country. 

The choice of a running mate of 
Igbo extraction is a politically deft 
move. The last time Igbos held the 
number 2 position in a civilian 
government was way back in the 
Second Republic (1979 -83).  Since 
the return to civilian rule in 1999, 
they have either been Senate 
President or heads of key agencies 
(under President Obasanjo) or 
Deputy Senate President and 
generally junior operatives (under 
President Buhari) or held critical 

Ministerial positions or headship 
of agencies and departments –
indeed the entire economic sector 
(under President Jonathan). But 
Ndigbo’s main interest is the big 
job: the Presidency of Nigeria. The 
choice of Peter Obi and his likely 
emergence as Vice President of 
Nigeria brings Igbos much closer 
to consideration for Presidency 
either in 2023 or 2027. For a 
people who believe that they 
have been short-changed by 
other Nigerians and that the civil 
war has not actually ended, the 
possibility of one of their own 
returning to the Presidency, 35 
years after Ekwueme, is bound to 
promote a sense of belonging.  By 
choosing an Igbo man, Atiku is also 
exploiting prevailing sentiments in 
Igboland. The average Igbo, either 
in the South East or in diaspora, 
is certainly not impressed by the 
Buhari administration. 

The circumstances of Operation 
Crocodile Tears and the crushing 
of the rebellion of the Indigenous 
Peoples of Biafra Movement 
(IPOB), pitched Igbos against 

Buhari. Atiku is seeking to bring 
them back into the fold. Call it 
opportunism, but that is politics. A 
Yoruba running mate would have 
looked like the Buhari template. 
Atiku also probably knows that 
the Yoruba in the South West do 
not always vote as a bloc and that 
the South West is far more divided 
today than ever.  The electoral 
value of the Yoruba man, Professor 
Yemi Osinbajo, who is Buhari’s 
running mate for now, except 
he changes him, lies more in his 
being part of a political group in 
the South West, and right now, 
even that group is divided, it has 
lost part of its grip, and its leader 
is fighting many political battles 
of his own. An Igbo running mate 
can guarantee bloc Igbo voting, 
in Igboland and from Igbos who 
are all over Nigeria. The votes 
may not necessarily be for Peter 
Obi as a person but for the Igbo 
nationalistic interest. 

I say this because I have heard 
some people say Peter Obi 
may not even be able to deliver 
Anambra. I say to such persons 

Analysis
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that even the incumbent Governor 
of Anambra, Willie Obiano of 
APGA, who has issues with Peter 
Obi, or David Umahi, Ebonyi 
Governor (PDP) and Chairman of 
the South East Governors Forum, 
would dread being found out to 
be working against the possibility 
of an Igbo man emerging again 
as Vice President of Nigeria. In 
terms of political strategy, it can be 
taken for granted that the South 
South, still angry over how the 
Buhari government has treated 
President Goodluck Jonathan and 
others from that region, will also 
naturally vote en masse against 
Buhari. Technically, Atiku may 
have locked down the South South 
and the South East and can be 
sure of substantial votes from the 
South West where his promise of 
restructuring resonates well with 
the socio-cultural and political 
elite. 

But why Peter Obi? Obi, 
Governor of Anambra State for 
eight years, survivor of election 
battles, has proven himself to be 
an astute politician and leader. As 

Governor, he blocked the leaky 
buckets. He reduced wastages and 
leakages. He led by example. He 
served the people. He left a healthy 
balance behind in the treasury. He 
was known across the South East 
as Peter the Rock or Okwute, and 
he more than any other former 
Governor has spent his time out 
of office, to prepare himself for a 
bigger role in Nigeria. He didn’t 
disappear from the radar. He 
didn’t take the option of going 
to the Senate which has become 
a retirement home for former 
Governors who go there to sleep 
and snore during plenary and 
collect heavy retirement benefits 
for saying nothing. 

Peter Obi returned to school. He 
chose the lecture circuit where he 
shared his experience as Governor 
with Nigerians, mostly young 
Nigerians. He was always on point: 
he preached good governance, 
prudence, accountability and gave 
personal examples.  He granted 
the media access to him and he 
granted interviews as frequently 
as he could. He became an analyst 

and something slightly close to 
being a public intellectual. He built 
a public persona as someone who 
understands business, politics, 
the economy and governance. 
He attended international 
programmes and built a network 
of contacts.  He was my course 
mate at the Said Business School, 
University of Oxford and I can 
attest that he can hold his own 
confidently in the company of 
persons of extreme intelligence 
and superb skills. Above all,  he is 
humble and approachable. He can 
fit into a team.  He is young. He is 
also rich, but I hear he does not 
like to spend money! He is a strong 
member of the Catholic Faith, and 
he bears the name Peter. From 
what we know about him, his Peter 
will not deny Atiku whenever the 
cock crows. He has recognition, 
respect and relevance.             

So, there you have it: the Atiku-
Obi Presidential team of the 
Peoples Democratic Party. Good to 
go. But how will Atiku handle the 
North, his own political zone? That 
is the other question for analysis 

Analysis

I got a frantic call from Ghana the 
other day. It was from Lillian. 
The Ghanaian authorities were 
shutting down shops belonging 
to Nigerian traders at the Kwame 

Nkrumah Circle in Accra. The Inter-
Governmental Task Force set up by 
the Government of Ghana to regulate 
retail trade had arrested about 
50 Nigerians. Many of them were 
detained. “The situation is not good 
at all, someone needs to come to their 
rescue; “ she said.

This is not a new matter. Across 
Africa, the Nigerian trader is often 
resented by the local population, on 
the grounds that Nigerians are either 
taking over their businesses or their 
women.  But the reported attack on 
Nigerians in Ghana is most disturbing. 
Both countries share many affinities: 
historical, cultural, political and social. 
Nigerians love to go to Ghana. It is less 
than an hour away by air and it is a 
stable, organised society.

Since the reversal of fortunes 
between both countries, with the 
Ghanaians who used to flock to Nigeria 
in the 70s and 80s, now enjoying 
better prosperity, Nigerians are now 
the ones going to Ghana in droves in 
search of economic opportunities or a 
place to enjoy some sanity, away from 

A distress call from Ghana
the maddening crowd at home.  Given 
our people’s enterprising spirit, it is 
not unexpected that Nigerians will 
dominate the retail market in any 
country where they are allowed to 
settle in large numbers.

In 1994, Ghana introduced a law 
called Ghana Investment Promotion 
Centre Act (GIPCA), Section 19(3) 
of which says “in the case of trading 
enterprise involving only the 
purchasing and selling of goods, 
which is either wholly or partly 
owned by a non-Ghanaian, there 
shall be an investment of foreign 
capital or its equivalence in goods 
worth at least $300, 000 by way of 
equity capital and the enterprise 
shall employ at least 10 Ghanaians.” 
Non-Ghanaians are also required 
to have a residence permit and a 
business permit. In the past six 
years, the Ghana Union of Traders 
Association (GUTA) has been urging 
the GIPC to take action against 
foreigners involved in retail business 
in Ghana who they accuse of pushing 
them out of business.  There are 
over 1, 000 retail shops owned by 
non-Ghanaians across Ghana, most 
of them by Nigerians. Aggrieved 
Ghanaian traders want those shops 
shut down.

In June, the GIPC issued a notice 
asking the foreigners to obey the 
provisions of the GIPC Act or close 
down their shops by July 27. Most of 
the Nigerian retailers cannot afford 
$300, 000 – in Naira, that is about 
N108 million! The businesses they 
run do not need up to ten staff. These 
are people selling phones, textiles, 
electronics, or recharge cards or 
engaged in some other small-scale 
enterprise in the markets. Whereas 
the Ghanaian government has said 
the law is not targeted at Nigerians, 
the truth is that Ghana does not want 
foreigners in the retail business. 
Foreigners are not allowed to drive 
taxis in Ghana or run kiosks.

Ghana’s trade protectionism raises 
a question: how far can an ECOWAS 
member-state go in protecting the 
sovereign interests of its nationals 
in the context of binding ECOWAS 
protocols?  The governments of 
Ghana and Nigeria should take the 
on-going development seriously 
and prevent a breakdown of people-
to-people diplomacy. In Kumasi, 
members of the Ghanaian Traders 
Association reportedly attacked 
Nigerian traders and the latter are 
also threatening to retaliate.  It 
shouldn’t get to that.
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When AGF Malami gathered 
Nigeria’s high and mighty for 

daughter’s wedding



www.thinkersnewsng.com                                                                                Thinkers  November 2018                     
socials@thinkersnewsng.com  
thinkersnewsng 
thinkersnewspaper/magazine

55

Friday, 8th of September, 
2018 was not a normal day 
for indigenes and residents 
of Kebbi state, northwest 
Nigeria as the country’s 

political elite, movers and shakers 
of the business world, converged on 
the state, to honour two lovebirds, 
Saifullah Aminu Maigishiri and 
Zakiyyaturahman Abubakar 
Malami.  

The wedding fatiha took place 

at the Abdullahi Fodio Palace, the 
palace of His Royal Highness, Major 
General Muhammad Ilyasu Bashar 
(GFR MNI), the Emir of Gwandu. The 
reception was held at Presidential 
Lodge, Sultan Abubakar Road, 
Birnin Kebbi, the state capital.

Father of the bride, Abubakar 
Malami (SAN), Nigeria’s Minister of 
Justice and Attorney-General, was 
all over the place in his best attire 
as he made sure the government he 

is serving was well represented by   
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo and 
Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation, Boss Mustapha. 

Governors Nasir El rufai 
(Kaduna), Aminu Masari (Katsina), 
Abdulaziz Yari (Zamfara), Abubakar 
Badaru (Jigawa) and the host 
governor, Atiku Bagudu, were also 
in attendance.

Happy Married Life.
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PHOTOSPEAK
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PHOTOSPEAK
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Quotable 
Quotes

“As long as poverty, injustice and gross 
inequality persist in our world, none of 

us can truly rest.”

- Nelson Mandela 
(1918 - 2013).

“I’m working to create a world that is 
stable, that is peaceful, where we as 
human beings realise that we cannot 
consume the resources of the world 
the way we are doing…We need to 
create a world that is equitable, that is 
stable and a world where we bear in 
mind the needs of others and not only 
what we need immediately.”

- Kofi Annan 
(1938 - 2018)

“You cannot carry out 
fundamental change without 
a certain amount of madness; 
in this case, it comes from non-
conformity – the courage to turn 
your back on the old formulas, 
the courage to invent the future. It 
took the madmen of yesterday for 
us to be able to act with extreme 
clarity today. I want to be one of 
those madmen. We must dare to 
invent the future.”

- Thomas Sankara 
(1949 - 1987).

 “Nobody can give you freedom. Nobody can 
give you equality or justice or anything. If 
you’re a man, you take it.”

- Malcolm X 
(1925 - 1965)

“What sweetness is left in life, if you take 
away friendship? Robbing life of friendship 
is like robbing the world of the sun. A true 
friend is more to be esteemed than kinsfolk.”

- Marcus Tullius Cisero 
(106 BC – 43 BC)

Life

Late Senator John McCain’s unique family 
background 
Born on August 29, 1936, in Panama at Coco Solo 
Naval Air Station, late US Senator from Arizona, 
John McCain, was the third generation child in his 
prominent military family to bear that name. He 
was also the third in his unique generation to work 
in the American Navy.  His father, John McCain Jr., 

Did you know? and grandfather, John 
McCain Sr., were the 
first father-son admiral 
pair in U.S. Naval 
history. When John 
McCain III died of brain 
cancer on August 25, 
2018, he was survived 
by his 106-year-old 
mother, Roberta 
McCain.  
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THIS MONTH IN 

HISTORY 

October 1, 1960 - The Union 
Jack was lowered and the Green 
White Green flag raised as 
Nigeria gained independence 
from Great Britain. 

October 1, 1963 - Nigeria 
officially became a republic 
with foremost pan Africanist, 
Dr Nnamdi Azikwe becoming 
first ceremonial head, taking 
over from Queen  Elizabeth II of 
England. 

October 1, 1946 - Twelve Nazi 
leaders were sentenced to 
death at the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in Nuremberg, 
Germany.

October 1, 1949 - The People’s 
Republic of China was founded 
with Mao Zedong as Chairman.

October 3, 1929 - Yugoslavia 
became the official name of the 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes.

October 3, 1932 - Iraq gained 
independence from Britain and 
joined the League of Nations. 

October 3, 1990 - After 45 years 
of Cold War division, East and 
West Germany were reunited as 
the Federal Republic of Germany. 

October 4, 1582 - The Gregorian 
Calendar took effect in Catholic 
countries as Pope Gregory XIII 
issued a decree stating the day 
following Thursday, October 4, 
1582, would be Friday, October 
15, 1582, correcting a 10-

day error accumulated by the 
Julian Calendar. Britain and the 
American colonies adopted the 
Gregorian Calendar in 1752. 

October 4, 1957 - The Space 
Age began as the Russians 
launched the first satellite into 
orbit. Sputnik I weighed just 184 
lbs. and transmitted a beeping 
radio signal for 21 days. The 
remarkable accomplishment by 
Soviet Russia sent a shockwave 
through the American political 
leadership resulting in U.S. 
efforts to be the first on the 
moon.

October 4, 1965 - Pope Paul VI 
became the first Pope to visit the 
U.S. and the first to address the 
United Nations.

October 5, 1910 - Portugal 
became a republic following a 
successful revolt against King 
Manuel II.

October 6, 1973 - The Yom 
Kippur War started as Egypt and 
Syria launched attacks on Israeli 
positions on the East Bank of the 
Suez and the Golan Heights. 

October 6, 1978 - Iranian 
religious leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini was granted asylum 
in France after being expelled 
from Iran for his opposition to 
the Shah. 

Life
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Life
October 6, 1981 - Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat (1918-
1981) was assassinated in Cairo 
by Muslim fundamentalists 
while watching a military parade. 
He had shared the 1978 Nobel 
Peace Prize with Menachem 
Begin of Israel. He had signed 
an American-sponsored peace 
accord with Israel, but had 
been denounced by other Arab 
leaders.

October 7, 1949 - The German 
Democratic Republic came 
into existence in East Germany. 
Dominated by Soviet Russia, it 
lasted until German reunification 
in 1990.

October 8, 1993 - The U.N. 
General Assembly lifted 
economic sanctions against 
South Africa following the end of 
racial apartheid. The sanctions 
had been imposed since the 
1960s. 

October 8, 1996 - Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat made 
his first public visit to Israel 
for talks with Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman at his private 
residence. 

October 8, 1998 - The U.S. 
House of Representatives voted 
258-176 to approve a resolution 
launching an impeachment 
inquiry of President Bill Clinton. 
It was only the third time in U.S. 
history the House launched a 
formal impeachment inquiry of 
a sitting president. (The other 
two: Andrew Johnson and 
Richard Nixon).

October 9, 1962 - Uganda 
achieved independence after 
nearly 70 years of British rule.

October 10, 1973 - Spiro T. 
Agnew (1918-1996) resigned 
the office of Vice President of 
the United States amid charges 
of income tax evasion on illegal 
payments allegedly received 
while he was governor of 
Maryland and after he became 
Vice President. He was later given 
a $10,000 fine and sentenced to 
serve three years probation. He 
was succeeded as Vice President 
by Gerald R. Ford, who went on 
to become President after the 
resignation of Richard M. Nixon.

October 11, 1939 - Albert Einstein 
warned President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt that his theories could lead 
to Nazi Germany’s development of 
an atomic bomb. Einstein suggested 
the U.S. develop its own bomb. This 
resulted in the top secret “Manhattan 
Project.”

October 11, 1976 - The “Gang of 
Four,” including the widow of Mao 
Zedong, was arrested in China, 
charged with plotting a coup. 
They were subsequently tried and 
convicted of various crimes against 
the state.

October 12, 1492 - After a 33-day 
voyage, Christopher Columbus made 
his first landfall in the New World 

in the Bahamas. He named the first 
land sighted as El Salvador, claiming 
it in the name of the Spanish Crown. 
Columbus was seeking a western 
sea route from Europe to Asia and 
believed he had found an island of the 
Indies. He thus called the first island 
natives he met, ‘Indians.’ 

October 12, 1811 - Paraguay 
declared its independence from Spain 
and Argentina. 

October 12, 1822 - Brazil became 
independent of Portugal. 

October 12, 1960 - During a debate 
over colonialism in the United Nations, 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev took 
off his shoe and pounded his desk 
repeatedly.

October 13, 1792 - The cornerstone 
of the White House was laid by George 
Washington. The building, located at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, is three 
stories tall with over 100 rooms, and 
was designed by James Hoban. In 
November of 1800, President John 
Adams and his family moved in. 
The building was first known as the 
“Presidential Palace,” but acquired 
the name “White House” about 10 
years after its completion. It was 
burned by British troops in 1814, 
then reconstructed, refurbished and 
reoccupied in 1817.

October 13, 1943 - Italy declared war 
on its former Axis partner Germany 
after the downfall of Mussolini and 
collapse of his Fascist government. 

October 14, 1912 - Former President 
Theodore Roosevelt was shot by 
a fanatic while campaigning in 
Milwaukee. Roosevelt was saved by 
his thick overcoat, a glasses case and a 
folded speech in his breast pocket, all 
of which slowed the bullet. Although 
wounded, he insisted on making the 
speech with the bullet lodged in his 
chest and did not go to the hospital 
until the meeting ended. Roosevelt, a 
rugged outdoorsman, fully recovered 
in two weeks. 

October 14, 1964 - Civil Rights leader 
Martin Luther King, Jr., became the 
youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. He donated the $54,000 in prize 
money to the Civil Rights movement.

October 15, 1815 - Napoleon 
Bonaparte arrived on the Island of St. 
Helena beginning a British-imposed 
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Life
exile following his defeat at the Battle 
of Waterloo.

October 16, 1701 - Yale University 
was founded in Killingworth, 
Connecticut (as the Collegiate School 
of Connecticut). The school moved to 
New Haven in 1716. Two years later, 
the name was changed to Yale College 
to honor Elihu Yale, a philanthropist. 
In 1886, it became Yale University. 

October 16, 1793 - Queen Marie 
Antoinette was beheaded during the 
Reign of Terror following the French 
Revolution. She was the wife of King 
Louis XVI and had become the symbol 
of the people’s hatred for the old 
regime due to her extravagance and 
frivolity. According to legend, she 
responded, “Let them eat cake,” when 
told poor people had no bread.

October 16, 1853 - The Crimean 
War began after the Turkish Ottoman 
Empire declared war on Russia, 
Britain, France and portions of Italy 
allied with the Turks against Russia. 
It became the first war observed up 
close by newspaper reporters and 
photographers. One of the battles was 
immortalized in Tennyson’s poem, 
The Charge of the Light Brigade. Amid 
poor sanitary conditions, disease 
killed many wounded French and 
British troops. British nurse Florence 
Nightingale then pioneered modern-
style sanitation methods, saving 
many lives.

October 16, 1916 - The first birth 
control clinic in America was opened 
in Brooklyn, New York, by Margaret 
Sanger, a nurse who worked among 
the poor on the Lower East Side of 
New York City.

October 16, 1978 - Cardinal Karol 
Wojtyla of Poland was elected Pope. 
He was the first non-Italian Pope 
chosen in 456 years and took the 
name John Paul II. 

October 20, 1968 - Jacqueline 
Kennedy married multi-millionaire 
Greek businessman Aristotle Onassis, 
ending nearly five years of widowhood 
following the assassination of her first 
husband, President John F. Kennedy. 

October 20, 1973 - The ‘Saturday 
Night Massacre’ occurred during 
the Watergate scandal as President 
Richard M. Nixon fired Special 
Prosecutor Archibald Cox and 
Deputy Attorney General William 
Ruckelshaus. Attorney General Elliot 
Richardson resigned. A firestorm 
of political protest erupted over 
the firings leading to widespread 
demands for Nixon’s impeachment.

October 21, 1879 - Thomas Edison 
successfully tested an electric 
incandescent lamp with a carbonized 
filament at his laboratory in Menlo 
Park, New Jersey, keeping it lit for 
over 13 hours. 

October 21, 1915 - The first 
transatlantic radio voice message was 
made by the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company from Virginia to 
Paris.
October 22, 1962 - The official 
beginning of the Cuba Missile Crisis as 
President John F. Kennedy appeared 
on television to inform Americans 
of the existence of Russian missiles 
in Cuba. The President demanded 
their removal and announced a naval 
“quarantine” of Cuba. Six days later, 
the Russians announced they would 
remove the weapons. In return, the 
U.S. later removed missiles from 
Turkey. 

October 24, 1945 - The United 
Nations was founded.

October 26, 1951 - Winston 
Churchill became Britain’s prime 
minister for a second time, following 
his Conservative Party’s narrow 
victory in general elections. In his first 
term from 1940-45 he had guided 
Britain through its struggle against 
Nazi Germany.

October 27, 1978 - The Nobel 
Peace Prize was awarded jointly to 
Menachem Begin of Israel and Anwar 
Sadat of Egypt. 

October 28, 1636 - Harvard 
University, the oldest institution 
of higher learning in America, was 
founded in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
It was named after John Harvard, a 
Puritan who donated his library and 
half of his estate. Distinguished alumni 
include; Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry 
David Thoreau, Henry James, and 
NAACP founder W.E.B. Du Bois.

October 28, 1962 - The Cuban Missile 
Crisis ended with the announcement 
by Soviet Russia’s leader Nikita 
Khrushchev that his Soviet 
government was halting construction 
of missile bases in Cuba and would 
remove the offensive missiles. 
President Kennedy immediately 
accepted the offer then lifted the U.S. 
naval blockade of Cuba.

October 31, 1950 - Earl Lloyd 
became the first African American 
to play in a National Basketball 
Association (NBA) game when he 
took the floor for the Washington 
Capitols in Rochester, New York. 

October 31, 1961 - The body of 
Joseph Stalin was removed from 
the mausoleum in Red Square 
and reburied within the Kremlin 
walls among the graves of lesser 
Soviet heroes. This occurred as 
part of Russia’s de-Stalinization 
program under his successor Nikita 
Khrushchev. Stalin’s name was also 
removed from public buildings, 
streets, and factories. Stalingrad was 
renamed Volgograd. 

October 31, 1984 - Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi was 
assassinated by three Sikh members 
of her bodyguard while walking in the 
garden of her New Delhi home.
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Birthdays This Month

General Yakubu “Jack” 
Dan-Yumma Gowon is 
a former Head of State 
(1966-1975) and retired 
General. He is highly 
respected for guiding 
Nigeria through the 30 
months of civil war and 
successfully keeping 
Nigeria one. Gowon 
was instrumental to 
the formation of the 
Organization of African 
Unity (now African Union). 
He has over the decades 
made himself available for 
national and international 
assignments on peace 
building and conflict 
resolution, strengthening 
his position as an African 
statesman. Gowon was 
born in Kanke LGA in 
Plateau state. He turns 84 
on October 19.   

Folarin Falana 
better known by 
his stage name Falz 
is a Nigeria’s multi-
talented rapper, actor, 
and songwriter. He began his c a r e e r 
while in secondary school after forming a group called 
“The School Boys” with his friend before his professional 
career as a music artist began in 2009. Falz shot into 
limelight after his song titled “Marry Me” (featuring vocals 
from Poe and Yemi Alade) won him a nomination in the 
“Best Collaboration of The Year” category at the 2015 
Nigeria Entertainment Awards. He was also nominated 
in the “Best Rap Act of The Year” and “Best New Act to 
Watch” categories at the same event. He currently owns 
an independent record label called Bahd Guys Records. 
Falz is the son of Femi Falana and Funmi Falana, both 
prominent human rights activists and lawyers. He was 
called to the bar in 2012 after graduating from the Nigeria 
Law School, Abuja. He is an alumnus of the University of 
Reading, England after graduating with an LLB honors 
degree in Law. He turns 28 on October 27.      

Ahmed is a Nigerian 
footballer playing for 
Russian side CSKA Moscow 
as a second striker. He 
is also a member of the 
Nigeria national football 
team who featured in the 
last World Cup in Russia, 
scoring two crucial goals 

against Iceland. He is as 
well the country’s all-time 

top scorer in the World Cup.  
Musa won the Cup of Nations 

with the Super Eagles in South 
Africa in 2013.  He turns 26 on 

Gowon

Falz

Musa

Life
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Chibuzor Nelson Azubuike, better known by his stage name 
Phyno, which is derived from the word ‘phenomenal,’ is a 
Nigerian rapper, singer, songwriter and record producer. He 
started his musical career as a producer in 2003 and started 
rapping in 2010. He is renowned for rapping in the Igbo 
language. His debut studio album, No Guts No Glory, was 
released in 2014. It produced the singles “Ghost Mode”, “Man 
of the Year”, “Parcel” and “O Set”. He also sang the hit single 
titled ‘Connect’. As a producer, he has worked with artists 
such as Timaya, Flavour, Ruggedman, Bracket, J. Martins and 
Mr Raw.  He studied Public Administration at the Institute of 
Management and Technology in Enugu, and started profiting 
from music during his second year at IMT. He turns 32 on 
October 9. 

Okechukwu Anthony Onyegbule, popularly 
known as Okey Bakassi is a Nigerian stand-
up comedian, actor, singer, TV presenter and 
politician. In 2014, he won the “Best Actor in a 
Leading Role (Igbo)” category at the 2014 edition 
of the Best of Nollywood Awards for his role in 
the film Onye Ozi. Okey Bakassi always wanted to 
entertain even though the Rivers State University 
of Science & Technology where he schooled did 
not have a theatre arts department. Okey Bakassi 
and some other students came together to form 
a group ‘Theatre Kolleagues’ for the purpose of 
acting and entertaining the university community. 
Okey after university relocated to Lagos and 
thereafter met with popular movie producer and 
director, Zeb Ejiro who in 1993 gave him his first 
opportunity to appear on a network television 
production – ‘Fortunes’ where he played Nick, 
one of the Johnson’s bodyguards. He 
went on to become one of the 

country’s most 
c e l e b r a t e d 

entertainers. 
He turns 49 
on the 23rd 
of October. 

Blessing Okagbare is famously referred to as the queen of Nigerian 
track and field who specializes in long jump and short sprints. 
She is an Olympic and World Championships medalist in the long 
jump, and a world medalist in the 200 metres. She also holds 
the Women’s 100 metres Commonwealth Games record for the 
fastest time at 10.85 seconds. Her 100 metre best of 10.79 made 
her the African record holder for the event until it was eclipsed by 
Murielle Ahouré in 2016. She is the current African record holder 
in the 200 metres with her run of 22.04 seconds in 2018. She was 
the African 100 metre and long jump champion 
in 2010. She has also won medals at 
the All-Africa Games, I A A F 
Continental Cup 
and World Relays. 
The delectable 
sprinter turns 
30 on the 9th 
October.

Chief Femi Fani-Kayode is a lawyer, politician, 
former Minister of Aviation, former Minister of 
Culture and Tourism, former Special Assistant to 
President Olusegun Obasanjo on Public Affairs 
and former spokesman of the Goodluck Jonathan 
campaign organization. He is the son of famous 
first republic politician and lawyer, Remi Fani- 
Kayode and brother of late famous artist and 
photographer, Rotimi Fani- Kayode. He was 
educated in many institutions in UK and Ghana. 
FFK, as he is fondly, called turns 58 on October 16.

Fani-Kayode

Okey Bakassi

Okagbare

Phyno

Life
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Alhaji Attahiru Dalhatu Bafarawa was a two-term 
governor of Sokoto state. He was a local government 

councilor in charge of Education. He was a member 
of the National Constitutional Conference of 

1994–1995, during the military rule of Sani 
Abacha. He was a founding member of the 
United Nigeria Congress Party (UNCP – 1997) 
and the All People’s Party (APP – 1998). He 
defected to the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) before the 2015 elections. He turns 64 
on October 4, few days before PDP delegates, 

stakeholders and leaders choose the party’s 
presidential candidate for the 2019 election, a 

position which Bafarawa is also vying for. 

Ike Ibrahim Shorunmu is one of Nigeria’s 
greatest goalkeepers of all time. The 

Lagos-born goaltender played club 
football in Switzerland, Turkey and 

other countries. He played at the 
2002 FIFA World Cup for the Super 
Eagles. Ike Anobi as he is fondly 
called by Lagos fans, has recently 
served as the national team 
goalkeeper coach as well as for 
Enyimba F.C.. In 2010, Shorunmu 
was hired in the same capacity 
for Heartland F.C. He turns 51 on 
October 16. 

Stephanie Linus (born Stephanie Onyekachi Okereke) 
is a Nigerian actress, film director and model. She has 
received several awards and nominations for her work as 
an actress, including the 2003 Reel Award for Best Actress, 
the 2006 Afro Hollywood Award for Best Actress, and three 
nominations for Best Actress in a Leading Role at the Africa 
Movie Academy Awards in 2005, 2009 and 2010. She was 
also the runner up for the Most Beautiful Girl in Nigeria 
beauty pageant of 2002. In 2011, she was honoured by the 
federal government with the honour Member of the Order 
of the Federal Republic (MFR). She studied at the University 
of Calabar, in Cross River State, where she graduated with 
a degree in English and Literary Studies. Already during 
her teenage years in 1997 she starred in two Nollywood 
movies, Compromise 2 and Waterloo. In 2003, Okereke won 
two awards, out of the eight nominations she received, at 
the 2003 Reel Awards for ‘Best Actress - English’ and ‘Best 
Actress of the year 2003’. After graduating from the New 
York Film Academy in 2007, Okereke released 
the movie Through the Glass in which 
she served as director, scriptwriter, 
producer and actress. The film 
received an Africa Movie 
Academy Award nomination 
for Best Screenplay in 2009. 
In 2014, she released 
another movie, ‘Dry’ 
and again served as a 
director, scriptwriter, 
producer, and actress 
which won many 
awards including 12th 
Africa Movie Academy 
Awards and 2016 
Africa Magic Viewers 
Choice Awards best 
movie overall movie with 
the prize of a brand new 
car. Stephanie has starred in 
over 90 movies. She turns 36 
on October 2.

Stephanie

Bafarawa
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The living legend of music, Bright Chimezie, 
was born on the day Nigeria gained its 
independence on October 1, 1960. His music 
style became known as Zigima sound, a genre 
that became popular in the Eastern part of the 
country in the early 1980s. Chimezie creates his 
sound from a mix of traditional Nigerian music 
and Igbo highlife fused with chanted vocals. He 
used it to revolutionise the musical structure in 
Nigeria with lyrics that focus on social issues of 
the country in a rather funny way. He turns 58 
on October 1.  

Chimezie 

Akpoborie

Anyanwu

Dakore

Jonathan Akpoborie 
is a former 
N i g e r i a n 
international 
who played 
most of his 
club football 
in Germany. 
He was part 
of the Nigeria 
team that 
won the first 
edition of the FIFA 
U-16 Championship i n 
China, 1985, scoring in the final 
against West Germany. Two years later, he 
featured for the Flying Eagles at the 1987 FIFA World Youth 
Championship in Chile. At the senior level, he was selected 
for the 1992 and 2000 Africa Cup of Nations where he won 
bronze and silver respectively. His first senior cap was in 
a 1992 Africa Cup of Nations Third-place match against 
Cameroon, which the Super Eagles won. He has since 
gone into punditry after retirement. The ex-international 
celebrates his 50th birthday on October 20. 

Christiana ‘Chris’ Anyanwu MFR  is a  journalist, publisher, 
author, and politician who is hailed as one of the female 
pioneers of Nigerian journalism and broadcasting.  She 
was educated at University of Missouri and Florida State 
University.  She was elected Senator for the Imo East (Owerri) 
constituency in 2007. She was imprisoned from 1995 to 1998 
for treason after reporting on a failed coup d’état against the 
government of Sani Abacha. She won several international 
journalism prizes during her confinement, including the 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize. She is 
also the founder of The Sunday Magazine (TSM). She turns 
67 on October 28

Dakore Akande (born Dakore Omobola 
Egbuson) is one of Nigeria’s best actresses 
.She is an ambassador for Amnesty 
International, Amstel Malta and Oxfam 
of America. Dakore was born in Bayelsa 
State as the first child of her parents. 
She attended Corona School and Federal 
Government Girls’ College in Lagos and 
Bauchi respectively. She studied Mass 
Communication at the University of Lagos 
but had to drop out due to incessant 
strikes. In 2011, she married billionaire, 
Harry Akande’s son and they are now 
blessed with 2 kids. Dakore 
t u r n s 40 on 

Life
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Eve Esin is a pretty N o l ly wo o d 
diva who hails from Oron L.G.A, Akwa Ibom State. 
She studied Theatre Arts in University of Calabar, 
Cross River State. Eve once got an employment 
in a bank but upon resuming her work she got 
an opportunity to be part of a movie she once 
auditioned for then she abandoned the bank 
employment opportunity and went into acting. 
She officially joined the movie industry in 2008 
and has since featured in many movies. Some 
of her hit movies include Brothers war, Kosiso, 
Sister of Virtue, Amuma, Sorrowful Kingdom, 
Sins of the Past, Hands of Fate, The Fight for 
Peace, Heart on Fire and others. She turns 32 on 
October 17.

Esin

Akinrinade

Martins

Ameobi

General Ipoola Alani Akinrinade 
CFR FSS (rtd) is a former Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS), former Chief of 
Defense Staff, former Minister of 
Agriculture and Water Resources, 
former Minister of Industry as well 
as former Minister of Transport. He 
is a respected former military top 
shot who became a pro- democracy 
activist after retirement.  He turns 
79 on October 3. 

Obafemi Akinwunmi Martins, aka, ‘Eagles’ Weapon of Mass 
Destruction’ is one of Nigeria’s best strikers of all time. He is known for 
his pace, power and accurate finishing. After leaving Nigeria for Italy at 
age 16, he has since played for a number of top-division clubs around 
Europe which include Inter, Newcastle, Wolfsburg etc. At Inter, he won 
the Italian Serie A title, the Italian Cup (twice), and the Super Cup. 
With Birmingham in England, he scored the winning goal in the 2011 
Football League Cup Final against Arsenal. He turns 34 on October 28. 

Shola  Ameobi is a Nigerian footballer who played for 
Newcastle for 14 years. He was born in Zaria to parents from 
Kogi state but raised in Newcastle in England. He has played 
for the U-21 side in England and also for the Super Eagles a 
few times. He is the older brother of fellow footballers Tomi 
and Sammy.  He held the record for the most appearances 
as a substitute in Premier League history with 142 before 
Stoke City’s Peter Crouch surpassed him with his 143rd 
substitute appearance against Brighton in November 2017. 
His father, Dr John Ameobi, is a pastor in 
Newcastle Apostolic church, a 
Pentecostal church. H e 
turns 37 on the 
12th of October. 

Life
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Mohammed Danjuma Goje was a governor 
of Gombe state and a serving Senator. He 
studied Political Science and graduated 
from Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) in 
Zaria. He was a member of the Bauchi State 
House of Assembly from 1979-1983. Goje 
was the Secretary of the National Institute 
For Medical Research in Yaba, Lagos State 
from 1984-1989. He went on to establish his 
own organization, Zaina Nigeria Ltd, from 
1989-1999. The company was named after 
his mother, Hajiya Zainab. Goje served as 
Minister of State, Power and Steel from 1999-
2001 under President Olusegun Obasanjo. He 
turns 66 on October 10.

Goje

Kae-Kazim

Kayode

Afolabi 

Kae-Kazim was born two years after Nigeria gained 
its independence in Lagos, where he spent his early 
years before his family re-located to London, England. 
His interest in acting began with school plays and at 
the National Theatre, where he discovered that he 
had a love for theatre, for acting.  He trained at the 
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, graduating in 1987 
and was offered a space with The Royal Shakespeare 
Company,  where h e 
continued his classical 
training. Kae-Kazim 
is best known 
for his portrayal 
of Georges 
Rutaganda in the 
2004 drama film 
Hotel Rwanda. 

Adetokunbo Kayode, SAN, is a 
corporate lawyer, tax expert and 
international arbitrator. He 
is a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitration, UK; 
Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Mediators and 
Conciliators of Nigeria; 
and Chartered Institute 
of Taxation of Nigeria and 
presently president, Abuja 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. He studied law 
at the University of Lagos, 
Nigeria Law School, Lagos, 
Strategic Leadership at the 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities, 

Strategy and Public Communications 
at the World Bank/ Annenberg Program of the University 

of Southern California, as well as Strategic Negotiations 
training at the Harvard University. He has served the 

federal government in four different positions: 
Culture and Tourism; Labour, Employment; 

Federal Attorney General and Minister of Justice 
and as Minister of Defence. He chairs the Peace 
and Security Committee of the Pan African 
Lawyers Union, Daresallam, Tanzania. He 
Chairs the Boards of the Gemological Institute 
of Nigeria, Gems Miners and Marketers 
Association of Nigeria as well as the Board of 
Trustees of the National Association of Small 
Scale Industrialists responsible for small and 

medium enterprises development (SMEs) in 
Nigeria, and the Nigeria Private Sector Alliance. 

He represents the Nigeria Organised Private 
Sector (OPS) on Nigerian official delegation 

at international trade negotiations at the WTO, 
ACFTA, etc.  The Ondo Prince turns 60 on October 31.

Professor Oladapo Afolabi is a professor 
of chemistry and former Head of Service 
of the Federation. He was educated at the 
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife. Afolabi 
won a fellowship at Howard University as an 
International Atomic Energy Agency Fellow in 
1983. He taught at Obafemi Awolowo University, 
the University of Zimbabwe and 
Ladoke Akintola University of 
Technology, Ogbomosho. 
Afolabi specialised in 
Environmental and 
Food Nutritional 
Chemistry, and 
contributed many 
papers on related 
subjects. He played 
an important role in 
organising the first 
Ecological Summit 
in 1988, which led to 
creation of the Federal 
Ministry of Environment. 
He turns 65 on the 3rd of 
October.

Life
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By Falmata Zanna

Fix your beauty problems 
overnight to wake up to a 
whole new glow. Experts 
say you can multitask – 
you can get some rest and 

sneak in some beauty treatments 
at the same time.  Treat your skin 
and hair overnight with natural 
remedies with the following beauty 
tips and tricks to wake up pretty:

Soft feet with vicks:
Exfoliate your legs then use 

vicks vapor rub or warm olive oil 
to massage your feet, cover them 
with socks to treat dry, rough feet 
overnight.

Moisturized lips:
Wake up to soft and pink lips, 

exfoliate your lips using a clean 
toothbrush then use a thin layer of 
sweet almond oil or honey over the 
lips before going to bed.

Split ends:
To treat dry, split ends use aloe 

vera gel to nourish and condition 
the ends overnight to wake up to 
smooth ends. Just smooth a small 
amount on the ends before going to 

bed. 

Cuticle/Nail Care:
Soften the cuticles overnight by 

using a small amount of coconut 
oil or shea butter to moisturize the 
cuticles and strengthen the nails.

Eyebrow/eyelash growth:
Moisturize and condition your 

eyebrows and eyelashes to make 
them grow longer and stronger by 
using castor oil. Apply castor oil to 
your eyelashes and eyebrows at 
night to help them grow longer and 
thicker. Use a clean Q-tip and dab 
the oil along your top lash line. 

Hair Care:
For a healthy hair and better sleep 

Beauty Tips

Natural overnight beauty tips to 

wake up glowing and beautiful

Beauty tips
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massage a small amount of warm 
hair oil into your roots. Mix your 
favorite hair oil with few drops of 
lavender oil to get healthy hair and 
promote sleep. Use your fingertips 
to massage in circular motion for 
faster hair growth. 

Moisturize:
Cleanse and exfoliate to deep clean 

the skin from dirt and makeup, 
follow up with a good moisturizing 
process to rejuvenate your skin 
overnight. Use a small drop of 
facial oil under your night cream 
or massage few drops of avocado 
oil, argan oil or vitamin e oil before 
going to bed to wake up to a  radiant 
glow.

Bye bye puffy eyes and dark 
circles:

Massage a small amount of almond 
oil or coffee oil around your eyes 
using your ring finger to treat dark 
circles and puffy eyes.

Soft hands:
Exfoliate the hands using a 

homemade scrub using olive oil and 
brown sugar. Massage in a small 
amount of hand cream shea butter 
and slip them into some soft gloves 
to wake up to softer, smoother and 
younger looking hands.

Ease wrinkles:
Silk pillowcases help prevent 

breakouts, hair breakage, and even 
wrinkles. Sleeping on a satin pillow 
reduces friction to prevent breakage 
and frizzy hair. It is great for your 
skin too satin pillow reduces the 
stress on the skin so you won’t wake 
up to sleep lines.

Pimples remedy:
Make spots disappear overnight. 

Dab some diluted tea tree oil on the 
pimples using a cotton swab. The 
natural disinfecting properties will 
reduce redness without stripping 
your skin of its natural oils.

Drink a ton of water, as well as 
super drinks, with antioxidants like 
a tea or green juice to clear up your 
complexion and wake up to a dewy 
glow.

Beauty tips
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Ras Kimono: 
The life and times of an 
unforgettable reggae icon

By Victor Akoji 

Music is supposed to be a 
weapon of social change. A 
musician is supposed to be 
a prophet who speaks the 
truth as it affects everybody 

in the society. But can you tell me what 
these young artistes are preaching about. 
They do nothing but sing about butt, 

boobs and other mundane things that do 
not add value to anybody. “It is not a bad 
thing to sing party or dancehall music but 
there is a problem when 95 per cent of 
the music out there sound the same and 
don’t even have any meaning. Most times, 
I listen to these songs and get angry. Look 
at the musicians of yesteryears, the songs 
are still relevant today, decades after they 
were originally released. But if you listen 

to a song that was released just last year, 
you may want to throw up. That’s because 
those songs have very short life-span. 
After people dance to it for some time, 
they dump it in the trash bin of time and 
move on to the next song. That is not what 
music is supposed to be about. People still 
play Fela’s music today because it still has 
something to offer. Reggae music, which I 
do, dwells on topical issues bothering the 

Entertainment
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Entertainment
society. I really want the younger artistes 
to have a change of heart and think of the 
future; it is very important.”

Indeed, the words of our elders are 
filled with wisdom… Such was the passion, 
the genuineness of spirit, sincerity of heart 
and patriotism in Ras Kimono. He dropped 
the above immortal words, barely a year 
before his painful demise as if he knew he 
was going to die soon and needed to give 
the advice as a parting shot to the younger 
generation of singers and the country at 
large. 

His was a life, an enviable life, dedicated 
to the struggle for the betterment of Nigeria 
and the advancement of mankind.

He was a talented singer, a very 
disciplined entertainer who focused strictly 
on his art and avoided smoking (even as a 
reggae singer!), and other ills associated 
with artistes. He was a versatile and 
consummate entertainer who mastered 
the Jamaican-style reggae music with the 
rhumba style he introduced. The power in 
his songs, and the depth of his lyrics which 
focused on social ills like poverty, injustice 
and inequality, made him a force to reckon 
with in Africa and beyond.  

He however served a long apprenticeship 
on the music circuit, experimenting with a 
number of styles, before making his late 80s 
breakthrough as a reggae singer.

 Born Ukeleke Elumelu Onwubuya 
in Delta state, Ras Kimono alongside his 
massive dread band came into prominence 
following the release of his debut album 
titled, ‘Under Pressure’ under the label, 
Premier Music in 1989.  

Prior to this, Ras Kimono was already 
known in music circles as he was an ever 
present face at bars and clubs performing 
on a weekly basis as a member of the band, 
‘The Jastiz’ that had other talented acts like 
Amos McRoy Jegg, Black Rice Osagie and 
another legend, ‘Majek Fashek.’

The album which had breakout singles 
like ‘Under Pressure’, ‘Natty Get Jail’, ‘Kill 
Apartheid,’ ‘Gimme Likkle Sugar’, a song 
that touched on police brutality and bad 
governance and the massive hit single, 
Rhumba Style established his presence on 
the scene and make him a household name.

The success of the album opened Ras 
Kimono to a global audience, as this was a 
time when reggae music was the leading 
genre in the country and he was able to tour 
across Africa, Europe and the United States, 
winning numerous awards along the way.

For Ras Kimono, he was more than just 
an artiste as through his music, which was 
greatly influenced by the hardship and 
inequality he witnessed, he became a voice 
for the people.

While Rhumba Style was entertaining 
and one for the dance-floor, Under Pressure 
was his reflective state addressing situation 
within the polity under the military 
government of General Ibrahim Babangida.

Ras Kimono was also one of the very 
first Nigerian artistes that could properly 
infuse the Jamaican Patois in his delivery, 
standing him out from the crowd of other 

Reggae acts at the time.
Ras Kimono was to later release three 

other successful albums in ‘We No Wan’ 
in 1989, ‘What’s Gwan’ and ‘Rub A Dub’ in 
1990 and had concluded works on a 4 track 
EP late last year.

His album, ‘What’s Gwan’ was also a 
major success as he touched on subject 
matters like the legislation of marijuana, 
apartheid and colonialism, sealing his 
position as one of the continent’s all-time 
greatest.

Aside not smoking, which was rare for 
reggae artiste, he was a vegetarian for 27 
years and was known for his traditional 
dreadlocks, which he carried for over 30 
years.

Ras Kimono won several awards 
including the Nigeria Music Awards, Fame 
Music Awards and many more.

Ras Kimono’s strongly polemical lyrics 
produced album sales of over 100, 000 
copies. He was fervent with his advocacy of 
social change.

The reggae legend was to later take a 
break from the scene, relocating to America 
for many years with his wife and two 
daughters, only returning in 2009, where 
he became a member of the Copyright 
Organization of Nigeria (COSON) and 
performed at several events in an attempt 
to resuscitate his career.

Ras Kimono carried his traditional 
dreadlocks hairstyle for over 30 years. He 
saw himself as someone on a mission with 
music as his tool.

He won the Nigeria Music Award and 
Fame Music Award.

Barely a month before he died at the age 
of 60, the reggae icon marked his 37 years 
on stage and was planning to hold a concert 

later in the year with the inclusion of a big 
Jamaican reggae artist.

Throughout the span of his career, Ras 
Kimono earned reverence among industry 
colleagues for his passion, outspoken nature 
and indelible mark on the music scene.

Ras Kimono has passed away but he will 
be remembered, celebrated and his legacies 
documented for generations unborn, 
because for 60 years he was a man who 
was on a mission and with music as his tool, 
he brought hope and joy with his message 
staying ever true till date.

The veteran singer who was scheduled 
to travel to United States the night before his 
death, reportedly complained of not feeling 
too well. However after he was rushed to a 
hospital in Ikeja, then later taken to Lagoon 
Hospital, he eventually gave up the ghost.

Leading the tributes for Kimono, another 
music legend, Majek Fashek,  lamented 
that their last discussion was about them 
meeting up in America before his demise.

“Ras Kimono why? Too soon Kimono 
my brethren. RIP! I’m short of words, our 
last meetings were for you to meet with 
my manager Uzo in America and death 
took you away. Forever in my heart I’m 
gonna miss you….Jah why,” Fashek wrote. 

Former aide of to ex-president 
Goodluck Jonathan, Reno Omokri, also 
mourned him saying, “sad to hear about 
the death of Ras Kimono. A legend and 
one who made our childhood so much 
fun, may his soul rest in peace.”

According to Senator Ben Murray 
Bruce; “I feel so sad hearing about the 
death of reggae legend, Ras Kimono. He 
redefined the face of music and there 
will be none like him. He will be dearly 
missed.”
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Naomi Osaka: The touching life 
story of US Open ‘giant killer’

By Elvis Ogah 

Naomi Osaka, the new kid 
on the block, shocked 
the world recently when 
she against all odds 
defeated arguably the 

greatest female player of the game 

in history, Serena Williams, at the 
US Open final. Serena is not only 
about 16 years older than her, 
she was in fact Naomi’s idol in the 
game of tennis. Not many persons 
will be able to defeat their idols in 
a pulsating final in any competitive 
sport till the world comes to an 
end.   

Naomi first came to prominence 
at the age of sixteen when 
she defeated former US Open 
champion Samantha Stosur at the 
2014 Bank of the West Classic, 
which was her first time in the 
main draw of a WTA tournament. 
She reached her first WTA final 
two years later at the 2016 Toray 
Pan Pacific Open, which took 
her into the top 50 in the world 
rankings. Her breakthrough year 
was 2018. In March of that year she 
won the Indian Wells tournament, 
beating former world No. 1 Maria 
Sharapova in the first round. 

By beating Serena in New York, 
she became the first Japanese 
player to win a Grand Slam singles 
tournament. Osaka reached a 
career-high ranking of world No. 7 
on September 10, 2018.

She is 20-year-old and the new 
tennis queen who ruffled and 
discomfited Serena.

Unique, touching life story
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She is actually a black girl born 
to a Black Haitian-American father 
and Japanese mother. She and her 
big sister, Mari, were surnamed 
after the city of Osaka, where she 
was born for private reasons. Her 
father Leonard Francoise originally 
from Haiti relocated back to the US 
when she was 3 years old. 

In a racially homogeneous Japan, 
Osaka is considered hāfu, which is 
Japanese for biracial. Her Japanese 
grandfather was furious when he 
found out that her mother was 
romantically involved with a black 
man. As a result of the interracial 
relationship, her mother did not 
have contact with her family for 
over ten years. But when she won 
the US open, her grandfather cried 
for she brought fame and honor 
not just to Japan but to his family. 
He forgot the past as she became 
the first Japanese dead or alive not 
only to qualify for the finals of the 
grand slam but to win it.

 In a 2016 interview, Osaka 
said: “When I go to Japan, people 
are confused. From my name, they 
don’t expect to see a black girl.”

Osaka and her sister Mari, who 
is also a professional tennis player, 
have played together in doubles. 
Osaka moved at the age of three 
with her family to the United 
States where she currently resides 
in Florida. She graduated from 
Elmont Alden Terrace Primary 
and Broward Virtual High School. 
Her tennis club was the Harold 
Solomon Institute (Florida Tennis 
SBT Academy), ProWorld Tennis 
Academy.

After her win against Serena, 
Osaka’s grandfather stated that he 
wept watching his granddaughter on 
television. “It still hasn’t sunk in for me 
yet. The moment she won, my wife and 
I rejoiced together. I was so happy, I 
cried,” he told public broadcaster NHK. 
“I hope she stays healthy and continues 
her good work. I also hope she wins at 
the Tokyo Olympics [in 2020],” he said.

Osaka has been described as 
Japanese, American, Japanese-
American, American-Japanese, 
Haitian-Japanese, and Haitian-
American-Japanese.

 Being raised in the United States 
while having a mother who is Japanese 
and a father who is Haitian-American 
contributes to Osaka’s multi-ethnic 
identity.

 Osaka has dual Japanese and 
American citizenship but she is not 
fully fluent in Japanese.

Smiling to the bank…
For winning the US Open, she 

earned $3.7m. All together she’s 
worth $07.3 m. And this is minus 
her new endorsement deals with 
Nissan motors for 3 years worth 

undisclosed millions of dollars, 
again with Addidas and Nissi Food 
Company based in Japan worth 

several millions of dollars. She 
is not far from a worth of about 
$20m.
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At FABS APART HOTEL
We offer the following:
Conference Rooms, Meeting Rooms, 24-Hour 
Reception, Express Check-In/Check-Out, Laundry 
Services, Currency Exchange, Fitness Room/Gym, 
Restaurant, Bar/Lounge, Mini Bar, Cable/Satellite 
TV, Swimming Pool, etc.

Internet:      Free Wi-Fi
Parking:       Sufficient Parking Space
Address:  No. 22 Buchanan Crescent, Off          
                    Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse II,    
                    Abuja, Federal Capital Territory (FCT).
EmaIl:       info@fabsaparthotel.com
Mobile:      +234 809 944 4441
                       +234 816 077 3203
                       +234 807 777 7059
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